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P re fa c e
Be b iog raphy  o f  D# K. I«ivrence hae æ  y e t  been w r i t ^  
fen . I t  « as  neoeeeaüqr* b e fo re  u n d e rta k in g  #&ie s tu d y , to  know a s  
th o ro u g h ly  ae p o s s ib le  th e  l i f e  o f  Xewrenoe in  o rd e r  to  recog­
n iz e  th e  mm  in  h ie  n o v e ls . A lthough I  have lean ed  most h e a v ily  
f o r  th ils knowledge upon th e  L e t te r s  o f  D. R. Lawrence, p u b lish ed  
in  1932 by M dous Bmcley, I  am g r e a t ly  in d eb ted  to  John K iddie ton  
lfcurry*a Son o f  Woman aW  C a th e rin e  G a rsw e ll 'e  Savage P ilg rim ag e .
I  have a ls o  g a in ed  infoM »ation and im pressions abou t la w re n c e 's  
l i f e  from Ib b e l  Bodge !iuhan*s book# lorem zo in  T aos, p u b lish ed  in  
1932, and Boro th y  B r e t t ' s  lUwrrence and B r e t t , w h i^  hem j u s t  come 
o f f  th e  p re s s ,  fo  o th e r  a u th o rs  from whom I  have gained  m a te r ia l ,  
1 have g iv en  c r e d i t  in  th e  fo o tn o te s .
I  have d e a l t  f u l l y  w i t i  th e  s ix  b e s t  no v els  o f  B. R. 
law ren ee . C I  have n o t in c lu d ed  Badv G h a t te r le v 's  lo v e r , which a  
number o f  c r i t i c s  c o n s id e r  one o f  h i s  b e s t ,  because the  theme o f  
i t  seemed to  me m erely  an em broidery upon b e t t e r  works )•  fh o se  
co n s id e red  w e :  Sons and L o v ers . The Rainbow. Women in  Love.
A aro n 's  Rod. Kanmwroo. and The P lm e d  S e rp e n t. I  have chosen th e se  
a ls o  because they  show the  developomnt o f  the  d i f f e r e n t  e s p e r ie n c -  
es  in  L aw rence 's l i f e  as Ihey  o c c u rre d , I  have d e a l t  w ith  #^e 
n o v e ls  in  th e  o rd e r  in  which they were w r i t te n  as  ^ e  ex p erien ces 
have been tr e a te d  in  th e  n o v e ls  in  th e  s a w  c h ro n o lo g ic a l o rd e r  as  
th ey  o ccu rred  in  h i s  own l i f e .
A li l e t t e r # ,  w ith  t h e i r  page re fe rem o es , u n le s s  o th e rw ise  
in d ie a te â ,  have heea tak en  from th e  c o l le c te d  volume e d ite d  hy 
H uxley,
-S *
I I ,  la tred m o tiem
S t« 3^  n o T « li« t p u ts  morne#Llng o f  h lm e e lf  In to  him novelm.
Hlm iaeam , em otion# , ana f e e l in g s  a re  o f te n  expremeea through 
h i s  w orks. C r i t i c s  have taken i t  f o r  g ra n te d  that from SÊS& 
and lo v e r s  to  Ladv g h a t te r le y * s  lover th e re  i s  a  re c o rd  o f  law - 
rence*8 p e rso n a l l i f e #
W illiam  Ibfoy, i n  a  rev iew  o f th e  L e t te r s  a s s e r t s  th a t  •  I t  
would he p o s s ib le  in  a  lo n g e r  s tu d y  to  make an in te r e s t i n g  co r­
r e l a t i o n  betw een th e  v a rio u s  s e c t io n s  o f  th e  l e t t e r s  and th e  c o r -  
r e s i^ n d in g  p e r io d s  in  Lawrence*s w r i t in g  c a r t e r .*  He f u r th e r  
M s e r t s  ^ l a t  Lawrence has ac cep ted  and r e je c te d ,  in  tu r n ,  the
idew» o f  love  #md f r ie n d s h ip ,  and abandoned h im s e lf  f i n a l l y  to  the
2
*non-human so u rc e s  o f  energy in  th e  b lood  j* * 'th a  Hark Gods.**
I t  i s  th e  purpose o f  t h i s  p ap er to  d isc o v e r  to  what e x te n t 
th e  c o r r e la t io n  can be mwde betw een ^ e  l i f e  o f  Lawrence em p a r t ­
i c u la r ly  shown th rough  h i s  l e t t e r #  and th e  s e c t io n s  o f  h i s  novels  
which co rresp o n d  to  h i s  own l i f e .
When one re ad s  titie n o v e ls , th e re  comes to  him a  f e e l in g  th a t  
# e  eagperiences, id e a s  and «m otions foimd th e re in  were t r u ly  
hawrenoe*s own. I t  w as, th e r e f o r e ,  w ith  g r e a t  i n t e r e s t  th a t  I
1 . A. G re g o ^ , " A r t i s t  Turned R ro ^ ie t* , in  D ia l (Jan . 1924) pp. «6-72, 
Lawrence P o w e ll, *D, H. Lawrence*, S a t .  Raw, L i t .  (June 1930)p .
1130 V ol. 6 .
IWx Plowman, E d i to r  , *ew A d elp h i, (Aug. 1930) pp. 243-253.
2 . W illiam  T ro y, "Beview o f  L e t t e r s " ,  The Symposium. (Jan . 1933)
V ol. IV Bo. 1 , pp. 85-94.
s tu d ie d  th e  l e t t e r s  o f  %mOPemee to  f in d  e& ether o r  n o t th e  e o r -  
reX atlo n eouXd he maAe, % a t  e o r r e l a th  n  would d e te rm in e , o f  
e o u ra e , how f u l l y  Lawrenoe e n te re d  h i s  own work as  a  c h a ra c te r  
end how com plete ly  he  s e t  f o r th  h ie  own e x p e rie n c e s . Id eas and. 
« n o tio n s ,
I  chose to  d iv id e  th i s  s tu d y  in to  s ix  ewiln p a r ts  In  o rd e r  to  
f in d  w hether o r  n o t h i s  n o v e ls  fo llow ed  c lo s e ly  and ch ro n o lo g ic ­
a l l y  th e  e v e n ts  t h a t  were ta k in g  p la c e  In  h i s  l i f e  du rin g  h is  
w r i t in g  c a r e e r .  These d iv is io n s  a r e ;  th e  z m th e r-c h lld  r e l a t io n ­
s h ip ,  th e  m«Q-wo:%n r e l a t io n s h ip ,  the  man to  man r e la t io n s h ip ,  
th e  man to  th e  group r e l a t io n s h ip ,  th e  le a d e r - fo llo w e r  re la tlo m -  
A l p ,  and th e  man to  the  *% rk Gods* r e la t io n s h ip ,  A c h a p te r  o f  
a t t i t u d e s  l a  I n s e r te d  f o r  th e  purpose o f  form ing a  m»re com plete 
p ic tu r e  o f  law ren ee , th e  man, I  made such a  d iv is io n  fo r  th e  re a ­
son th a t  law renee was e s p e c ia l ly  in te r e s te d  in  human re la t io n s h ip #  
and f e l t  th a t  he co u ld  n o t e x i s t  w lthci t  ti^em. In  an a r t i c l e  
e n t i t l e d  *Ve le e d  One A nother* , he w ro te , "People canno t e x i s t  a s  
I n d iv id u a l i s t s  a b s o lu te  and Independen t from any t i e s  o r  r e la t ie m -  
W&lp, A man who h as  n ev er had a  v i t a l  r e l a t h  n sh lp  to  any o th e r  
human b e in g  d o e s n 't  r e a l l y  have a  s o u l ,  A so u l I s  so m e^ ln g  ^ a t
f o r m  and f u l f i l l s  i t s e l f  in  my o o n tm ts  , my l iv in g  touch w ith
1
peop le  have lo v ed  o r  h a te d  o r  t r u ly  known. *
1 . B.H. law ren o e , *We Seed One A no ther* . S c r ib n e r 's  S agasine  
V ol. 8 7 , (May 1950) pp. 479-48*. "
—S*»
I I I .  MMPmabCKiiB mmATïommip
Bârid Rerhert Imerence mti» on September XX» X885, la
Baetvood» Kottim^wwmhXre» & mining T illage  e f  "eome tisxee then-
sand so û le * . I t  mas a  h i l l y  o e n try , lo o k in g  « e s t  toward C rioh  and 
1
K atlo ek . Vmm law renoe sp e n t th e  g r e a te r  p o r t io n  o f  h i s  e a r ly  
y e a r s .  I t  i s  n o t untm ual f o r  a  n o v e l i s t  to  la y  th e  s e t t in g  f o r  
h i s  novels  in  h i s  n a t iv e  v i l l a g e  o r  e n v iro n s . lawremee* however* 
h as  deso ribed»  a t  l e n g th ,  th e  « m e t  s i t u a t i o n  o f  th e  o o t ta g e s l in  
th e  novel l^ n s  m& lo v e r s  a s  b e in g  t h a t  o f  h i s  own home. H is 
home ems- in  to e  B re a to , w hito  waa th e  s e e t io n  eo n ta in in g  th e  eeoond 
from  to e  lo w es t G lass o f  h o n se s . Itoe same s e o tio n  in  toe novel
a
i s  g iv en  to e  naim o f  th e  % tto m # . to e  two novels  which fo llow  
a r e  s e t  in  to e  h i l l  o m n try  abou t C r i to ,  w h ile  to e  fo u r to  i s  ag a in  
s e t  in  th e  m ining v i l l a g e .
IsnrrenMse h im s e lf  a s s e r t s  t h a t  t h i s  s ^ v e l .  Sons and lovezw i s  
w # to b io g ra # iio a l. P an l M orel, i n  to e  s to r y ,  i s  toe  to a r a o te r  who 
i s  made to  c a r ry  &swrenee*s ex p e rien c e s  and f e e l in g s .  In  jd ^ s io a l  
appearance he was l i k e  W fra n c e , We have to i s  d e s c r ip t io n  o f  tW  
a u th o r  from O ato e rin e  G a rs # e l l .  * I  was s e n s ib le  o f  a  f in e ,  r a r e  
b eau ty  in  law ren ee , w ith  h i s  d e e p -s e t J e w e l- l ik e  ey e s , ( I  always 
th o u g h t iaw rence*8 eyes were g rey  n o t b lu e ,  b u t I  am assu red  on 
good a u th o r i ty  to a t  I  was wrong, a ls o  th a t  toward th e  end o f  h i s  
l i f e  to ey  b e e a ^  in te n s e ly  b lu e )*  th ic k  d u s t-c o lo u re d  h a i r ,  p o in te d
1 . lem rrenee, *K ottin^O am shire and th e  M ining C oun try side* , Mew Adel
t o i  (June-dug . 1930) pp. 255-263.
2 . law rence , Sons and le v e r s  f p .  3 f f .
cuadarlip  me ta b le  #«#@W»88* f in e  hands* and r a p id  b u t never
r e s t l e s s  movements,"
X aurice le san a n n  in  h i s  s k e tc h , R. W ire n c e  in  X exioc*,
says th a t  law rence w&a v e ry  s l i g h t  , a lm ost f r a i l  o f  body, ^e  
.  ̂ 2  . 
had a re d  b ea rd  and s m a ll ,  b r ig h t  b lu e  ey e s .
T h is f r a i l n e s s  o f  body and d e l ic a c y  o f  h e a l th  o f te n  a t tw h e d
i t s e l f  to  the  man who, in  each  o f  h i s  n o v e ls , was most l ik e  law -
renoe^
P au l M orel, in  Sons and lo v e r s , i s  d e sc rib ed  th u s ; •P au l
wnld be b u i l t  l i k e  h is  m o ther, s l i g h t l y  and r a th e r  ^ t a l l .  H is f a i r
h a i r  went r e d d is h , and then dark  brown; h is  eyes were grey, he
was a  p a l e , q u ie t  c h i ld ,  w ith  eyes t h a t  seemed to  l i s t e n ,  and w ith
a  f u l l  d ropping  u n d e r l ip .*
One c r i t i c  h as  said th a t  •H a tred  o f  th e  f a th e r  and t  o much
love f o r  th e  m other a re  l i e t - m > t i f s  o f  ev e ry th in g  th i#  au th o r has 
4
w r i t te n .*  The n o v e l .  Sons and Lovers b r in g s  o u t th i s  f e e l in g  mere 
d e c id ed ly  th an  any o f  the o th e r  n o v e ls . We f in d  th a t  even P a u l 's
m other hW  a  h a tre d  f o r  her own f a t h e r .  She *hated  h is  o v e rb ea rin g
§
manner towards h e r  g e n t le , :  j  h iœ orous, k in d ly -sa u le d  m other.*
% en  we can se e  th a t  t h i s  f e e l in g  o f  hatredbw as engendered in  a t  
l e a s t  one g e n e ra tio n  p rev io u s  to  th e  young P a u l 's .
| -  M gg. ^  I g v e p ,  p . 72.
lA«3rence*8 f a l s e r  was a  m iner# and# from  th e  hrle^M OOunte 
th a t  we have o f  him# i t  i s  saife to  assume th a t  the  H r. Morel o f  
the novel i s  h e .  Imwrenoe g iv e s  us th i s  ex p erien ee  from h i s  own 
l i f e  w ith  th e  f a th e r s  "when he would come home from p i t  i n  h i s  
p i t - d i r t #  hang-hang h i s  hag  down in  th e  sc u lle ry #  drop h e a v ily  
in to  a  c h a ir  to  take  o f f  h i s  p i t-h o o ts #  aak i f  anyone had h ro u # it  
h i s  tro u s e r s  down# and chamge from h i s  am lesk ins b e fo re  th e  k itc h e n  
f i r e  ^  Bow I h a te d  him a s  he s to o d  th e re  in  h i s  s in g l e t  and w a is t-  
ooatZ*
In  th e  n o v e l, the  f a th e r f s  home-comis% i s  g iven  r e a l i s t i c a t l ly  
and we have th e  a d d i t io n a l  in fo rm a tio n  o f th e  c r u e l ty  o f  the f a th e r  
to  th e  m > th e r..* O ften  P au l would wake up# a f t e r  he had been a s le e p  
a  lo n g  time# aware o f  thuds d o w n sta irs . I n s ta n t ly  he was wide-awake, 
th en  he h ea rd  th e  booming sh o u ts  o f  h i s  fa th e r#  come home n e a rly  
drunk# then  th e  sh a rp  r e p l i e s  o f  his&aother# then  th e  bang# bsuog o f
h i s  f a t h e r 's  f i s t  on the  ta b le  » and the  n a s ty  s n a r l in g  shei t  as
S
the  am n's v o ice  g o t h ig h e r .*
There a re  a  number o f  in s ta n c e s  where th e  d if fe re n c e  o f  a t t i -  
Wde tow ard th e  p a re n ts  i s  shown. *A11 th e  c h i ld re n ,  b u t p a r t i c ­
u l a r ly  P a u l,  was p e c u l ia r ly  a g a in s t  t h e i r  fa th e r#  along  w ith  th e i r  
4
moWier#* #md "C o n v ersa tio n  was im possib le  between the  f a th e r  and
any o th e r  emmber o f  th e  fa m ily . He was an o u ts id e r .  He had denied
5
the  God in  him .*
I #  J .M .H u rry , "R em iniscences o f  D .H .Iaw reooe*. Hew A delchiJune-dug. 
1930) pp. 264-275.
2 . Sorag and L evers pp . 33# 35.
3 . ï b i à .  p . 76.
4 . I b id .  p . 74.
5 . Ib id .  p . 80.
- 8 -
iriust s t r i e t  w ith  h is  ch ild re n #  i f  he were to ld  th a t  they
had stebehaw ed in  @my way* he wovOLà in v a ia b ly  go home to  b e a t th«m
n m ^ ro if a l ly *  w ith o u t g iv in g  them any o p ^ r t u n i t y  to  e x p la in  t h e i r
1
s id e  o f  the  s to r y .  I# e ren o e  im p lied  th e  same a t t i t u d e  in  h is  own 
f a lh e r  in  t h i s  statm m ent to  Edward G a rn e tt abou t one o f h is  e a r ly  
l e v e l s .  * I  am always ready  to b e l ie v e  the w o rs t th a t  i s  s a id
abou t my w ork, and r e lu c t a n t  o f  th e  b e s t .  ? a # e r  was l i k e  th a t
2
w ith  us c h i ld re n .*
% e  f e e l in g  f o r  th e  mine ^ a t  law rem ce's f a th e r  hW  was a t t *
r ib u te d  to  M orel. Both men loved  the  p i t ;  i t  was t h e i r  element*
immratma s a id ,  * My f a th e r  lovea  th e  p i t .  Me ww h u r t  bad ly  more
than  o n ce , b u t he would never s ta y  away, he lover the co n tac t#
th e  in tim acy , a s  w n  in  th e  war loved  the in te n se  male comnrg^eshlp
3
o f the d ark  d ay s .*
M orel was alw ays g e t t in g  h u r t .  These l in e s  t e l l  o f  th e  gen­
e r a l  p rocedu re  each tim e the ev e n t o c c u rre d . * Morel was r a th e r  
a  h e e d le s s  m m , c a r e le s s  o f  d an g e r. So he had endless a c c id e n ts . 
Sow* when M rs. m orel h ea rd  th e  r a t t l e  o f  an empty c o a l - c a r t  cease  
a t  h e r  e n try -e n d , sh e  ra n  in to  th e  p a r le u r  to  look* ex p ec tin g  a l ­
most to  see her husband se a te d  in  th e  w a g g é n /s ic j, h is  fa ce  grey  
im der h is  d i r t*  h is  body lim p and s ic k  w ith  sosm h u r t  o r  o th e* .
I f  i t  were he* she would run  o u t to  h e lp .* ^
1 . Sons and Lovers p . 65,
2 . M M g y i Ian .1 9 *  1912 p . 22.
3 . Sawrence* * S o ttin g h am "e tc . Op. C i t .
4 k Sons and Xiovers p . 105.
- 9-
HaTiag found th e  s e t t i n g ,  th e  environm ent o f  th e  horn# and the
eo u n try s ld e  o f  th i s  swivel to  he a lm ost ^ a o t l y  i#sren@ e*s own «w e
a re  p rep ared  to  o o n s ld e r th e  r e la t io n s h ip  o f  th e  son to m e m other.
We have v ery  l i t t l e  In  th e  l e t t e r s  o f  P .H .Iaw renee ooneem *
ing  h i s  m other o r  t h e i r  r e la t io n s h ip  to  each o th e r .  We have on ly  
w r i t te n
one le t t e r  pahlished b e fo re  1910, th e  year o f  h e r  death. And 
th e re  a re  n o t many re fe re n c e s  to  h e r .  From the th in g s  which haw- 
renoe does s a y , we know th a t  m e  a ttiu ^ h sen t between the two was 
v ery  s tro n g . C r i t i c s  o f  law rence tak e  m is  f o r  g ra n te d . M rs. 
C arsw ell m erely  m entions m e f a c t  th a t  Lawrence had a  m other- ' 
f i x a t i o n  w hich showed i t s e l f  in  a lw > st every  p ie ce  o f  work he d id . 
Ifoxxy i n s i s t s  th a t  law rence f e l t  f o r  h i s  m other what he should  
have f e l t  f o r  m e  g i r l  o f  h i s  c h o ic e . He d e t a i l s  a t  g re a t  le n g th  
in s ta n c e s  eiwwing an abnorm al a ttach m en t between m other and so n . 
Louis Cntezmeyer w r i te s  th a t  Lawrence •b eg in s  l i f e  in  a  r u r a l  
m ining d i s t r i c t  w ith  a  d ee p ly -co red  love  of h is  iw th e r , an a t to r n ­
ment which c o n d itio n s  and a lm ost cripples h i s  a d u l t  l o v e - l i f e .
This bond and m e  m o th e r 's  e a r ly  d e a m , which in s te a d  o f f re e in g  
him causes th e  'lo n g  h au n tin g  d e a th - in - l i f e *  « co n tin u es  to  m e  ehdf 
Lawrence, th ro u g W u t h i s  w ork, ex p resses  m e  id e a  o f the
1 . J .M .m irry . Son o f  Womsm ,p p . 2 9 f f .
2 . "Hot Blood^s B lin d fo ld  A rt* , & et. Kev; o f  L i te r a tu re  Vol. 6
Aug. 3 , 1929 p . 17 f .
3. Sons and Lovers pp. 78 f f .  
m e  la inbow  p . 200.
p. 176.
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«O ther b e in g  f u l f i l l e d  in  th e  c h i ld .  Be thought th a t  when a  woaan 
b e a rs  a  c h i ld ,  she i s  f u l f i l l e d  w ith in  h e r s e l f  and no lo n g e r r e ­
q u ire s  h e r  husband. Or e l s e  she demands more lo r e  and tak es  h e r  
son ais h e r  l o T ^ .  Be w rote to  Edward U a m e tt in  «January 1913 and 
su bm itted  to  him a  Foreword to Sons and Lovere in  which he vo iced  
t h i s  tW # it^  *ftoe o ld  sonm lover was Aedipue* The name o f th e  new
one i s  le g io n . And i f  a  so n - lo v e r  tak e  a  w ife , she i s  on ly  h i s  bed
i
Amd h is  l i f e  w i l l  be to rn  in  tw a in , and h is  w ife  in  h e r d e s p a ir
1
s h a l l  hope f o r  so n s , th a t  she may have h e r  lo v e r  in  h er hour.* '
In  th e  s to r y ,  M rs. M orel, who was a  r e f in e d ,  s e n s i t iv e  woman,
began to  d e sp ise  h e r  c o l l i e r  husband who cared  no th in g  a t  akll f o r
i n t e l l e c t u a l  th in g s .  She then tu rn ed  to  h e r  so n s . She was c lo s e ly
a tta c h e d  to  h e r  e ld e s t  so n , W illiam . However, "h e r in tim acy  w ith
h e r  second son pauD was more s u b t le  and f in e ,  p e r h ^ s  n o t so p@m»-
2
ie n a te  a s  w ith  h e r  e ld e s t .*
Throughout th e  novel we a re  shown th e  s tro n g  love  o f the  
m other f o r  h e r  sons and t h e i r  in te n s e  love f o r  h e r .  This lo v e , how­
e v e r , reached  an abnormal s ta g e  when P aul had grown to  manhood.
We see  him s tru g g l in g  between th e  lo v e  f o r  h is  m other and th a t  f o r  
h i s  f i r s t  g i r l  lo v e , M iriam , But he found th a t  "somewhere in  h is  
sem i* , he s t i l l  loved  h is  m other mmrSf *He had come back to h is  
m other. Hers was th e  s t r o n g e s t  t i e  i n  h is  l i f e .  . . .  There was 
one p lace  in  the  w orld  th a t  s to o d  s o l id  amd d id  n o t m elt in to  un­
r e a l i t y :  th e  p lace  where h i s  m other was. . . .  I t  was aB i f  the
1. L etts  r s ,  p . 104.
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f iT o t  and p o le  o f  h ie  l i f e ,  from which he eon ld  n o t escap e , was 
h is  m other.
jWl Itt the same way she w aited f o r  him. In  him was e s t a b l i s -  
1
ed her lifij^ow .*
Paul loved  to  p a in t  and draw , when he c o u ld , f o r  pastim e .
He d id  s e v e ra l  good th in g s  and re c e iv e d  p r iz e s  fo r  them, "From
h is  mmther, he drew th e  l ife -w a rm th , th e  strength  to  produce;
2
X iriam  urged  th is  warmth in to  in te n s ity  l ik e  a  w h i te - l ig h t ••
law rence s im i la r ly  l ik e d  to  sk etch  f o r  r e la x a t io n  amd p astim e , 
he w rote to  S rn e s t  C e i l in g s ,  " i  sk etch  in  w a te r-c o lo u r  m y se lf , sus 
a  h op eless am ateur. But i t  i s  such  h ea lin g  work, I  f in d , to 
p a in t  a  b i t ,  even i f  i t  I s  only to  copy, a f t e r  one has frayed o u t 
o n e 's  so u l w ith  damned em otional d raw ing ."
W wrence needed en co u rag ean t f o r  h i s  w ritin g  as Paul did f o r  
h is  p a in t in g .  The g ir l  M iriam , we are to ld ,  was one who played  
an im p o rtan t r o le  in  th e  l i f e  o f  lawrenoe^ Mrs. Carswell s t a t e s  
th a t  " I t  warn n o t law rence*s m other, b u t the  g i r l  he was in  love  
w ith _ th e  hiriwm  o f Sons and lo v e rs  __ th a t  had encouraged h is  w rit»  
in g ."
H urry say s  ^ a t  " .. .w h e n  law renoe was s ix te e n ,  he met the g i r l  
* ir ia ® , whose d e s tin y  was td  be lin k ed  w itr h is  own for tne n e x t 
te n  y e a r s ,  u n t i l  h is  m o th e r 's  d e a th ,"  We have Lawrence m ention^ 
in g  in  th e  l e t t e r s  o n ly  one lo v e  a f f a i r  p rev io u s to  h is  m eeting 
w ith  r r i e d a  W eelley . He makes no d e f in i t e  statem ents and r e f e r s
L. io n s  and lo v e rs  p . 274.
2 . I b id .  p . 196.
3 . L e t t e r s ,  DeC. 2 4 , 1912 p . 88 f .
4 . C a rsw e ll, Shvage^ P ile r im u œ  p. 5 f .
5 . HxEPry, Son o f  "oman o . 30.
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to h e r  #im ply as tone of the  l e t t e r ,  however, shows
th e ir  r e la t io n s h ip  to  have been a  very  I r  rima te  one. I t  seemm as
though he had t i r e d  of h e r  o r  had r e a l i s e d  th a t  the„ om Id  n o t
1
be m ated , as  he re fu se d  h e r  in v i t a t i o n  to the co u n try  and we
hear no more o f h e r .
In  th e  n o v e l , the  mother does f i n a l l y  win o u t over the g i r l .
2
? a u l to ld  h is  mother th a t  he would never m arry w hile ht had her.
Aad Lawrence d id  n o t m arry w hile  h ie  mother l iv e d ,  ffe f in d  the
sons try in g  h a rd  to  p u l l  away from the m other's In f lu e n c e . Some->
times f a ^ l  h a te d  h is  m other and p u lle d  a t her bondage. *Kis l i f e
wanted to  free i t s e l f  of h e r .  I t  was l ik e  a c i r c l e  where l i f e
tu rn ed  ba&ek on i t s e l f ,  and g o t no f a r t h e r .  She bore him , loved
him , k e p t him , and h is  lo v e  tu rn ed  back in to  h e r ,  so th a t  he cm Id
n o t be f  ee to  go forwanrd w ith  h is  own l i f e ,  r e a l l y  love an o th er
woman, ^ t  th is  p e r io d , unknowingly, he r e s is te d  h is  mother*?
in f lu e n c e . He d id  not t e l l  her th in g s. There was a  d is ta n c e  
3
between thma."
We f in d  the  same thought expressed in  a  l e t t e r  from Lawrence 
to  G a rn e tt , 3%rch 11 , 1913. L had a d e v il o f  a time g e t t in g
a  b i t  weaned from  my m o ther, a t  the age of 22. She s u f fe re d , 
and I  s u f f e re d ,  and i t  seemed a l l  f o r  n o th in g , ju s t  w s^te c r u e l ty .  
I t ' s  funny . I  suppose i t  i s  th e  f in a l  b reak ing  away o f independ­
ence . •
1 . L e t#  rs To U a m e tt  Feb . 12; Feb, 24 . 1912, p .27 f f .
2 . Son# and Lovers p . 302.
5 . i b id .  p . 4 2 ^
4 , L e t te r s  p. 113 f .
A fte r  P au l M orel become# d i s s a t i s f i e d  w ith  the g i r l  Miriam, 
he tu rn s  to  a  momaxi much o ld e r  thgm h im s e lf , a  woman who i s  m arr­
ie d ,  b u t who im s n ev e r r e a l l y  lo v ed . Ee th in k s  th a t  he w i l l  f in d  
com plete f u l f l l l m n t  in  h e r .  t h i s  a f f a i r  tu rn s  o u t even worse 
than  th e  one w ith  M iriam , i t  i s  Im plied  in  M urry’s 
t h a t  Imwrence had a f f a i r s  w ith  a  number o f  women b e fo re  he f i n a l l y  
met the  one whom he l a t e r  m a rr ie d , th e r e  was the  Miriam o f  Sena 
#nd L overa.^ th e  H elen o f  th e  poesm. and a  su g g e s tio n  o f a t  l e a s t  
two o th e r s .  However th a t  may b e , we know th a t  none o f them 
co u ld  h o ld  him w h ile  he had h is  m other.
th e  C la ra  o f  Sons and 1,0v e rs  i s  the one w ith  whom we judge 
Pau l to  have had an a f f a i r  a f t e r  th e  one w ith  M iriam. We can 
compare th i s  w ith  haw rence’s  own a f f a i r s  by the fo llo w in g  quot­
a t io n  from Mrs. C a rsw e ll. She i s  speak ing  o f  h i s  f i r s t  m eeti%  
w ith  P ro fe s s o r  E rn e s t  Weekley and h is  w ife , " . . . t h e r e  haid been a  
lo v e  a f f a i r  w ith  a  m arried  wo^m o ld e r  h im se lf  in  h is  home d i s t ­
r i c t .  . But i t  was an a f f a i r  in  which the woman had s e t  the cou rse
and marked th e  end . When law rence met F r ie d a  Weekley he was f r e e ,
2
and t h i s  tim e would le a d ."  She a ls o  s t a t e s  th a t  Lawrence "sp en t 
th e  e a r ly  summer going from p lace  to  p lace  a lo n e , s u f fe r in g  in ­
te n s e ly  . , .  w orking on Sons and Lovers (which a lre a d y  belonged
, 3
w holly  to  the  p a s t ) . "
]^w rence*s i n t e n s i t y  o f  f e e l in g  f o r  the woman in  h is  n o v e l | 
i s  ex p re ssed , I  th in k ,  by com paring th e  two fo llo w in g  q u o ta tio n s . 
The f i r s t  i s  from the  n o v e l; P aul i s  speak ing  to h is  mother in
1 « p . 5d f .
2 . C a rsw e ll, Op. C i t .  p . 7 .
3 . Ib id . p . 9 .
defen se  o f  C la ra . . she*s aw fu lly  n ie # , m other; she la  r e a l ly !  
You ddn*t know. . . .  Don* t  be mean abcu t  h e rf  . . . I f  you th in k  a  
h o r r id  th in g  abou t h e r ,  I  s h a n 't  fo rg iv e  you.*
th e  second comes from & l e t t e r  d e s c r ib in g  F r ie d a  to Bdward 
G a rn e tt . *S ie i s  r ip p in g  s h e 's  th e  f i n e s t  woman I 'v e  ever m et_
you must above a l l  th in g s  m eet h e r  . . .  s h e 's  sp le n d id , she i s  r é # *
8
ly .*  In  a  l a t e r  l e t t e r ,  he c o n tin u e s : »She i s  a m il l io n  timms
b e t t e r  than  you im agine. You d o n 't  know h e r . . . .  I f  you say  a
3
word abou t h e r ,  I h a te  y o u ."
D esp ite  t h i s  a t t i t u d e  toward th e  woman, Paul i s  tro u b le d  by
h is  f e e l in g s ,  which a re  shown in  t h i s  co n v e rsa tio n  w ith  h is  mmther*
• I  f e e l  sometimes as  i f  I  wronged my women, am ther. I
i o u l d n 't  belong  to  them, They seem to  want me, and I  c a n 't  ev e r 
g ive  i t  them ."
•You h a v e n 't  m e trth e  r i g h t  woman,* 4
"And I  n ever s h a l l  m eet th e  r i g h t  woman w h ile  you l i v e . "
Then we see the f i n a l  c o l la p s e  o f  Paul a f t e r  the  dea th  o f 
h i s  m other. R rs , Morel had been  spending the h o lid a y  o f Whitsun­
t id e  w ith  h e r d a u g h te r , A nnie, P au l went th e re  to  see  h e r ,  n o t 
knowing t h a t  she had become s e r io u s ly  i l l .  When he q u estio n ed  
h e r ,  he found th a t  she had been tro u b le d  w ith  a  la rg e  lu a^  a t  h e r
s id e  f o r  a  long  ti® s . She s a id  th a t  i t  was "o n ly  a b i t  o f  a  
5
tum our". A fte r  h e r  d ea tii , he f e l t  th a t  " h is  so u l could  n o t leav e
1 . Sons and lo v e rs  p . 388 f .
2 . b e t t e r s  p . 34 f ,
3 . I b id .  p . 44.
4 . Sons and lo v e r s  p . 432,
5 . I b id .  p . 456.
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h « r , w herever she w as.* " .
*How she wa# gone abroad  in to  th e  n ig h t ,  and he was w ith  her 
s t i l l .  . . .  Re co u ld  n o t b e a r  i t .  On every  s id e  th e  immense d ark  
s i le n c e  seemed p re s s in g  him , so t i z ^  a  sp a rk , in to  e x t in c t io n ,  
and y e t ,  a lm ost n o th in g , he cou ld  n o t be e x t in c t .  . . .
’I to th e rî * h e  whimpered *Kotherî*
She was the o n ly  th in g ""th a t h e ld  him u p , h im s e lf , amid a l l  
t h i s .  And she was gone, in te rm in g le d  h e r s e l f .  He wanted h e r  to 
touch him , have him a lo n g s id e  w ith  h e r .
B ut no , he would n o t g iv e  in .  . . .  He would n o t take t i ia t  
d i r e c t io n , to  th e  dauMoie88,to fo llo w  hefc.« He walked toward the  
f a i n t l y  humming, glow ing town, q u ic k ly ," ^
H ere , to be s u r e ,  we have law ren ce*s in n e r  s tru g g le  and 
th e re  i s  n o t th e  s l i g h t e s t  doubt b u t th a t  a l l  o f t h i s  experience  
was la w re n c e 's .  One o f  the  f i r s t  l e t t e r s  o f the c o l le c t io n  con­
ta in s  th i s  in fo rm atio  n ;
•M other i s  la id -u p  h e re ,  and I  must c e r t a in ly  s ta y  w ith  h e r  
u n t i l  S a tu rd ay . She came f o r  a h o l id a y ,  w ith  ray Aunt, and w h ils t  
h e re  a  tumour o r  som ething has developed in  h e r  abdomen." th e  
d o c to r  lo o k s grave auid says i t  i s  s e r id h .  I  hope n o t. But you 
w i l l l  u n d e rs ta n d , w i l l  you n o t ,  why I  cannot keep my prom ise (to 
come to  tsD  f o r  tomorrow.**
H is m other i s  m entioned o n ly  Twice a f t e r  t h i s .  Ihe one l e t t e r  
has been quoted  from , in  which he t e l l s  o f  th e  h ard  time he had in  
b reak in g  away from  h e r .  ‘Sie o th e r  sim ply  s t a t e s  th a t  h i s  w >ther 
d ied  a  few days b e fo re  th e  p u b l ic a t io n  o f h i s  f i r s t  n o v e l. The 
W hite P#acock.^  Anyone f a m i l ia r  w ith  the tone o f h is  work can 
n o te  the  f e e l in g  o f  g r i e f  a t  t h i s  c ircu sm ta n ce . Mrs. Luhan te&l* 
us th a t  h is  m o th e r 's  d ea th  a lm ost k i l l e d  him. She s a id ,  *He had 
such a  f r i g h t f u l  m other-com plex, and s t i l l  h a s ,  I  fan cy , th a t  the 
bookfso n s  and L o v e r^ had to  be w r i t t e n .  H is w ife  to ld  me th a t  
when he w ic te  th e  d é a th  o f  h i s  m o th er, she had a  p e r f e c t ly  t e r r i b l e
1 . Sons and Lovers p . 516.
2 . l e t t e r  to  W.S.Mopkin 1910 p ,6 ,
3 . L e t t e r  to  M rs. T i l l i e r s - S t u a r t  O c t.12,1911 p . 14.
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w ith  him f o r  many weeks.*
LavreQce t r e a t s  th i s  so n - lo v e r  r e la t io n s h ip  in  much o f h i s  
work. We f in d  i t  to some e x te n t  even in  h is  l e t t e r s .  There i s  
one comment, w r i t te n  to  lad y  C yn th ia  A sq u ith , which would souW  
e x tra o rd in a ry  i f  g r e a t  s t r e s s  were p laced  upon i t .  Re w ro te;
•F r ie d a  went to  Icndon and saw h e r  c h ild re n s  @md began to 
r e a l i z e ,  I  b e l ie v e ,  th a t  tW  m > th e r-ch lld  r e l a t i o n  i s  not so 
a l l - im p o r ta n t  ; in d e e d , n o t p ro fo u n d ly  im p o rtan t a t  a l l ,  touch ing  
th e  qu ick  o f  being» I t  i s ,  in  r e a l  t r u t h ,  one o f  the tem poral, 
a lm ost a c c id e n ta l  c o n n e c tio n s , ^ e  co n n ectio n  between parent and 
c h i ld re n . B ut I  suppose you w i l l  n o t ag ree to  th i s  a t  a ll.* ®
Lawrence h i  s e l f  mm Id  n o t agree to th is  e i t h e r ,  I  am su re , 
-*̂ t was in c lu d ed  in  h is  l e t t e r  j u s t  a s  a  p ass in g  rem ark; and s in c e  
he warn ir^pu lsive and s in c e  the r e s t  o f  th e  l e t t e r  makes no th ing  
o f  th e  s ta te m en t which i s  found on ly  th i s  once in  a l l  h is  w orks, 
i t  would be u n sa fe  to  assume th a t  Lawrence was th e  l e à s t  b i t  con­
v inced  himmelf o f  the  t r u th  o f  i t .  One aq u ire s  the fe& ling  th a t  
he would l ik e  to  th in k  o f  th e  m o th e r-c h ild  r e l a t io n  in  th a t  l l # i t  
concern ing  F r ie d a , who was now h is  w ife , b u t whose c h ild re n  were 
n o t h is .  Re e v id e n tly  w ished to  th in k  o f her form er maurriage m û  
h e r  c h i ld re n  as  temporary a c c id e n ta l  co n n e c tio n s . The r e l a t io n ­
sh ip  between him and h e r  he w ished to  be the only  s p i r i t u a l  conn­
e c t io n .
And th e re  i s  ev id en ce , as the fo llo w in g  i l l u s t r a t i o n s  w i l l  
p ro v e , to  show that the •m o th e r-c h ild  r e la t io n *  played an im port- 
p a r t  in  h is  thm  g h t .  Two y e a rs  l a t e r ,  he w rote to  Lady A squith  
in  t h i s  v e in .
1 Mabel Dodge Luhan, Lorenzo in  Taos p . 41.
2 , L e t te r  Rov. 11 , 1916, p . 381,
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am B urpriôed  how c h i ld re n  a re  l i k e  barom eters to t h e i r  
p a r e n t 's  f e e l in g s .  There i s  some s o r t  o f  q u e e r , m agnetic* p sy ch ic  
co n n ec tio n  som ething a  h i t  f a t a l ,  I  h e l le v e . I  f e e l  1 am a i l  
th e  tim e re sc u in g  my nephew and my n ie c e  from th e i r  re s p e c tiv e  
m o th e rs , my two s i s t e r s  . . .  th e  phenoa^non o f  motherhood, in  th e se  
d ay s , i s  a  s tra n g e  suid rather fr ig h ten in g  phenomenon#*^
In  speatklng o f  th is  re la tio to s h ip  in  h is  F a n ta s ia  o f the Un-
^ o n sc ld h . haw renoe makes a s tro n g  p o in t o f  the fa c t  th a t  am unhappy
o r  u n f u l f i l l e d  w ife  w i l l  tu rn  from h er husbsmd to  h e r  son ,
* th e  unhappy woman b e a ts  abw t  f o r  h e r  in s a t ia b le  s a t i s ­
f a c t io n ,  se ek in g  whom she may devour, ibad u su a lly  she tu rsb  
to h e r  c h i ld .  Here she provokes what she wan#B, H ere, in  
h e r  own son who belongs to  h e r ,  she seems to  i in d  th e  l a s t  
p e r f e c t  resp o n se  f o r  which she i s  c ra v in g . He is  a medium 
to  h e r ,  she provokes from him her own answ er. So she throws 
h e r s e l f  in to  a  l a s t  great love  fo r  her so n , a  f in a l  and 
f a t a l  d e v o tio n , t h a t  which would have been the richnessgand  
stren g th  o f her husband and I s  po ison  to  h e r  boy, . . . *
lawrence was c o n s ta n t ly  aware o f  the e f f e c t  that th is  a t ta c h ­
ment caused . &e cou ld  a lm ost t e l l  a t  a/g lan ce w hether a  man had 
ex p e rien ced  th is  re la tio n sh ip  w ith  h ie  mother. In  describ in g
H o sa lin o , an In d ian  boy as being d i f f e r e n t  from th e  other boys,
he s a id ,  "The d if fe re n c e  l i e s  in  a  c e r t a in  se n s it iv e n e ss  and a lo n e -
3
n e s s ,  as i f  he were a n rn to e r 's  boy.*
I f  as th i s  s ta te m e n t in d i c a t e s , he a ttr ib u ted  the two q u a l i t ­
ie s  o f  s e n s i t iv e n e s s  and aloneness to  th is  r e l a t i o n  to the m other, 
th en  we ionow th a t  he co n s id e red  the co n n ectio n  a n * a ll- im p o rta n t"  
one . These two f a c to r s  to g e th e r  caused the trag ed y  o f  h is  own 
l i f e .  And more than  t h a t ,  he r e a l i s e d  th e  trag ed y  o f i t  h im s e lf .
1# L e t t e r  June 3 , 1918, p . 447.
2 . p . 177 f .
3 . law rence,•M orn ings in  ^ x i c o * ,  ^ d e lp h i Vol. IV Feb. 1927 pp.
474-487.
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A fte r  g iv in g  a  s h o r t  sy n o p sis  o f  h is  book Sons and lo v e rs  to  
Edward ^ a m e t t ,  he w ro te , • I t  i s  a  g r e a t  tra g e d y , and I  t e l l  you 
I  have w r i t te n  a  g r e a t  hook. I t* s  to e  tragedy  o f  thousands o f 
young men In E n g lan d ^* .. I  th in k  i t  was Buskin*s and men l ik e  
h im .* l
We a re  c o n s ta n t ly  rem inded o f  th e  h y p e rse n s itiv e n e s s  of
Paul Morel as a c h i ld .  •He was so conscious o f  what o th e r  people
f e l t ,  p a r t i c u l a r ly  h is  m otoer. # ie n  she f r e t t e d ,  he un d ersto o d ,
and cou ld  have no p eace . His s<s 1 seemed always a t t e n t iv e  to 
2
h e r .*
And a s  was shown by form er i l l u s t r a t i o n s  and from h is  l e t t e r s  
as a w hole, we know th a t  Lawrence was extrem ely  s e n s i t iv e  in  a l l  
h is  r e la t io n s h ip s .  He had th a t  f e e l in g  o f aw areness of people 
as w e ll as o b je c ts . *He co u ld  f e e l  the spark  of a  l iv in g  r e la t io n ­
s h ip  between h im self and a  wardrobe trunk*(w hich  has i t s  own
queer l i t t l e  ways . . .  which have to  be le a rn e d  and re s p e c te d ’ ) o r
5
a  black iro n  stove th a t  sometimes smoked and sometimes d id n ’ t . "
We f in d  th a t  in  th e  Rainbow th e  r e la t io n s h ip  o f mother to 
c h i ld  i s  touched b u t  n o t d w elt upon. Lawrence’s m ental a t t i t u d e  
seemed a t  th i s  time to  be in  a  s t a t e  o f  t r a n s i t i o n .  We f i r s t  see  
Tom Brangwen as  a y o u th , f i e  love f o r  h is  m other was so s tro n g  
to a t  he th  ought a l l  womanhood pure and noble as she was; and he 
was profoundly shocked when he came in to  c o n ta c t w ito  a lo o se  
^oman. "Then when he was tw e n ty - th re e , h is  m other d ie d , and he
1 . L e t te r s  Hoy. 14 , 1912, p . 78-79 .
2 . Sons and Lovers p . 72,
3 . C a rsw e ll, "R em iniscencesÎ A delchi V ol. I I  pp . 78-85,
• I f u
was l e f t  home w ltft B f f le .  H is sM ther*s d ea th  was an o th e r blow 
o u t o f  th e  d a rk . He cou ld  n o t u n d erstan d  i t ,  he knew i t  was no 
^ o d  h is  t r y in g .  One had to  subm it to  th ese  u n fo reseen  blows 
th a t  come unawares and le a v e  a b ru is e  th a t  rem ains and h u r ts  when­
ev e r i t  i s  touched . He to  be afra id  o f  a l l  th a t  which was
up a g a in s t  him. had loved  h i s  mother#* Here a g a in , one can 
h e a r  law rence say in g  th e se  th in g s  and one can r e a l i z e  the most 
in te n s e  f e e l in g  which impregnates the whole speech .
A fte r  Tom m a rrie s  4 y d la  Dsnsky, a  P o lis h  woman with a sm all 
c h i ld ,  ^ n a ,  th e re  Is  a  f e e l in g  o f hatred and je a lo u s y  between 
Tom and to e  c h i ld ,  Anna d id  n o t want to  s ta y  w ith  him; she would 
have n o to in ^ h a te v e r  to do w ith  him . She p u t f i r s t  c la im  o # h e r  
m other and was w ith  h e r  alw ays. She was an ex trem ely  s e n s i t iv e  phi 
c h i ld  and o f te n ,  w hile  p lay in g  o u t in  th e  yard  or in  the f i e l d s ,
she would f e e l  th a t  a l l  was n o t ju s t  r ig h t w ith  her mother, and
2
ru n  indoors to en q u ire  o f  h er . So we f in d  in  the re la tio n sh ip
th a t  s tro n g  ten d e rn ess  and s tra n g e  a ttach m en t which l^w rence
knew f o r  h is  own mother.
To th a t  mother Ib v e , abnormal and disa^trrnvg as i t  proved to
be to  h is  l a t e r  r e l a t io n s h ip s ,  I&wrenoe pays t r ib u te  in  th is  te n d e r
and p a s s io n a te  u t te r a n c e ;
The V irg in  I to h e r
Hy l i t t l e  lo v e , my d a r l in g ,  
you were a  doorway to  me;
You l e t  me o u t o f  th e  co n fin e s  
In to  to is  s tra n g e  cm n t r i e  
Where people a re  crowded l ik e  t h i s t l e s  
  _________ Y et a re  sh ap e ly  and comely to se e .__________________
1 . Thê Bainbow p . 14 .
2 . I b id .  p . lëO ff.
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l i t t l e  lo v e ,  my d e a re s t .
Twice have you is s u e d  me.
Once from  your womb, sw eet e r .
Once from yomr s o u l ,  to  be 
f r e e  o f  a l l  h e a r t s ,  my d a r l in g .
Of each h e a r t ’s  en tra n c e  f r e e .
And so,Bpy:^ove, my m other,
I  s h a l l  always be t r u e  to  you.
Twice I  am b o rn , my d e a re s t :
To l i f e ,  and to  d e a th , in  you;
And th i s  i s  the l i f e  h erea fter  
W herein I  am t r u e ,
I  k i s s  you good-bye, sy  d a r l in g .
Our wsiys a re  d i f f e r e n t  now;
You a re  a seed  in  the  n ig h t- t im e ,
I  am a  man, to  plough
The d i f f i c u l t  glebe o f th e  fu tu re
f o r  seed  to  endow.
I  k is s  you good-bye, my d e a re s t .
I t  i s  f in is h e d  between us h e re .
Oh, i f  I  were as. calm as you a r e .  
Sweet and s t i l l  on y  m r b ie r !
Oh God, i f  I  had  n o t to  leave  you 
A lone, my d ea r!
I s  the l a s t  word now uttered?
I s  th e  f a re w e ll  s a id ?
Spare me th e  s t r e n g th  to  le av e  you 
Bow you a re  dead .
I m ust g o , b u t w  so u l l i e s  h e lp le s s  
B eside  y& r  bed .*
It, Lawrence, Amores p . 51,
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IV. u m  -  womm m L k fT m m w
A fte r  h i s  m eeting  w ith  Mrs, W eekley, law renee had a d i f f e r e n t
s o r t  o f  s t r u g g le .  H is m other was n o t th e re  to  come between him
and the o b je c t  o f  h i s  lo v e . However, in  th a t  p a r t i c u la r  in s ta n c e ,
s o c ie ty  took h e r  p la c e . Mrs. C arsw ell says th a t  when Lawrence
met F r ie d a  Weekley he was f r e e ,  and t h i s  t i a é  w« Id  le a d , Kever
ag a in  would he be m othered by any woman* He would even p u t behiiul
him th a t  f i r s t  m o thering  th a t  had meant more than  any th ing  e l s e  to  
1
h i s  y o u th ,
F r ie d a  l e f t  h e r  husband and th re e  c h ild re n  to  go w ith  Lawrence>
and s o c ie ty  condemned h e r  f o r  t h a t  a c t io n ,  law rence wrote to
C a rn e tt in  J u ly  o f  1912;
"There a re  sto rm s o f  l e t t e r s  from England im ploring  h e r  
IQ ^ ied S  to  renoi nee fo re v e r  a l l  id eas  o f lo v e , to  go back and
g iv e  T ier l i f e  to  h e r  husband and h e r  c h i ld re n .  woa Id
have h e r  b ack , on th o se  c o n d i t io n s .  The c h ild re n  a re  m ife r-  
a b le ,  m issin g  h e r  so much. She l i e s  on the  f lo o r  in  m isery  _  
emd then  i s  f e a r f u l l y  angry  w ith  me because I  won’ t  say 
’ s ta y  fo r  my s a k e ’ . , , ,  I  love h e r .  I f  she l e f t  me, I 
do n o t th in k  I shou ld  be a l iv e  s ix  months hence . And she 
won’ t  le av e  me, I  th in k ,  God, how I  lo v e  h e r  __ and the 
agony o f  it.*%
E a r l ie r ,h e  had w r i t te n  in  th e  same way o f t h i s  same love f o r
F r ie d a , He s a y s , *I love F r ie d a  so much, I  don’ t  l ik e  to  t a lk
aboWt i t ,  I  never knew what love was b e fo re , , , ,
The w orld i s  b e a u t i f u l  and w onderfu l and good beyond o n e’s
w ild e s t  im a g in a tio n . N ever, n e v e r , never could  one conceive
what love i s ,  b e fo reh an d , n e v e r . L ife  can be g r e a t  __ q u ite  God-
3
l i k e .  I t  can be so , God be thanked I  have proved i t . *
1 , Cawswell, Op. C i t .  p , 7 .
2 , L e t t e r s ,  p , 47,
^  I b id ,  p , 41 -43 .
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I t  wold seem th a t  , f o r  th e  f i r s t  tim e in  h is  l i f e ,  lam renoe 
r e a l ly  ex p erien ced  th e  lo r e  o f  man f o r  woman. Hie l e t t e r s  d ar­
ing  the y e a r  1912 deal w ith  the s a h je o t  to  a  g re a t  e x te n t .  For 
in s ta n c e ,  he w rote to M rs. S.A.Hopkln in  August o f  that year*
•Things have been h a rd , and w orth  i t .  There has been 
some s ic k e n in g  m ise ry . . . .  F . i s  to  see  tiie  c h i ld re n , and 
s ta y  w ith  th® a, n ex t S a e te r .  I t  has been rather g h a stly , 
that p a r t  o f  the a f f a ir .  I f  o n ly  one d id n ’ t  h u r t  so many 
peo p le .
For o u r s e lv e s ,  F r ie d a  and I have struggled  through some 
bad tim es in to  a w onderfu l naked in tim acy, al.ll k in d led  w ith  
warmth, th a t  I  know a t  l a s t  i s  lo v e . I  th in k  1 ought n o t 
to  blame women, as I have done, but m y se lf, f o r  taking my 
lo v e  to  th e  wrong woman, b e fo re  now. I ^ t  every'm an f in d ,  
keep on try in g  t i l l  he f in d s ,  the woman who can take him 
and whose lo v e  he can ta k e , then  who w i l l  grumble about 
men o r abou t women. But th e  thing must be tw o -sid ed . At 
any r a t e ,  and w hatever happens, do lo v e , and I  am loved .
I  have g iven  and I  have tak en  __ and that l a  e t e r n a l .  Oh, i f  
on ly  people c A d  m r r y  p ro p e r ly ; I  b e lie v e  in  m a rr ia g e ,• !
I t  i s  re a s o n a b le , th e n , to  ex p ec t the novels w ritten  during  
these e a r ly  y e a rs  o f  h i s  l i f e  w ith  F r ie d a ,  to be p r im a r ily  con­
cerned  w ith  lo v e . Andr we h av e , in  that p e r io d , two novels d e a lin g  
w ith  lo v e  and sex  r e la t io n s h ip s  The Rainbow, p u b lish ed  in  1915
and Women in  hove in  1920,
K irry  a s s e r t s  th a t  The Rainbow i s  the h i s to r y  o f  Xawrenee’s
2
f i n a l  sex u a l f a i l u r e .  He se es  t h i s  f a i l u r e  in  the s to ry  o f
5
W ill Brangwen in  the n o v e l.
The Rainbow re co u n ts  the love  c o n f l i c t s  o f  th re e  g e n e ra tio n s . 
The f i r s t  i s  between Tom J^rangwen and ly d ia  -^n sk y , a P o lish  woman.
1 . l e t t e r s  p . 57
2 . Son o f  Woman p . 88,
3 . I b id ,  p . 62,
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“er daughter, Anna, undergoes a struggle with the nephew of Tom 
r̂angwen. Will Brangwen. These two marry and It is in the story 
of their lives that we get most of Lawrence and Frieda. *heir 
honeymoon is described  a t great len g th . Their growing accustom­
ed to each o th e r 's  h a b its  is s im ila r  to the Lawrence's. %rry
says that th is  i s  a reproduction o f th e ir  f i r s t  attempt a t  liv-1
ing together. For Instance, Will felt guilty about lounging
around during the morning hours w ith  Anna. He thought that one
2
should be up and doing early. Lawrence wrote to *̂ arnett, *I 
generally get up about 8.0 and make breakfast, but Frieda stops in 
bed, and I have to sit and talk to her till dinner time. & am a 
working man by instinct, and I f e e l  as i f  the Almighty would 
punish me for slacking.
Will is h e lp le s s  without Anna. Unless he knows thai she is
4
right with him, he can do nothing. Lawrence admits to Ernest Goll-
ings that it is h o p e less  for him to try to do anything w ithout
6
having a woman at the back of him.
Later, Anna and w i l l  are dropped and the a tte n tio n  i s  placed  
on the third generation with U rs u la , the offspring of the marriage 
o f  Aona and W ill.
1. Murry, Son of Woman, p. 75 ff.
2 . The Rainbow p. 139,
3. Letters, Oct. 30, 1912, p. 69,
4. The Ratnbov,. p,79.
5,. Letters, p. 95»
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ürsula endures a terrible struggle of Ibve and passion with
Anton Strehensky. She suffers as we know Imwrence has suffered.
He has come to the realization that üiere must he a balance of
love and that passion ia not perfect love. Ursula believed that
love was "a way, a means, not an end in itself, ... And always
the way of love would be found.* She says that "Passion is only
part o f love. And it seem# so much because it can’t last. *hat
1
is why passion is never happy."
Iiawrence saw a ^eater love than passion alone, wrote to 
Mrs. Hopkin, "Once you’ve known what love cao be, there’s no dis­
appointment any more, and no despair, if the skies tumble down 
like a smashed saucer, it couldn’t break what’s between Frieda 
and me. I think folk have got sceptic about love __ that’s because 
nearly everybody fails,. But if they do fail, they needn’t doubt
love. I t’s their own fault. I ’ll do my life work, sticking up
?
for the love between man and woman."
He wrote to Mrs. S.A.Hopkin about the same time. "We’ve had
a hard time, Frieda and I. It is not so easy for a woman to leave
a man and children like that. And i t ’s not so easy foi| a man and
woman to live alone together in a foreign country for six months,
and dig out a love deeper and deeper. Eut we’ve done it so f«r,
arid I&m glad. ... I shall do a novel about Love Triumphant one
5
day. I shall do ray work for women better than the Suffrage."
1. The Rainbow p. 398-389.
2. Letters,Shristmas Uay 1912, p. 90.
3. Letters Deo. 23, 1912, p. 87,
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We can see that his two novels are efforts towards the deveXoj^ 
sent of this idea of complete love. And from the tone of his 
letter to J.B.Pinker when the Rainbow hais been sent In for pub­
lication, we know that the experiences therein are Iawrenoe*s .
He says, beloved book, I am sorry to give it to you to be 
printed, I could weep tears in heart, when I read these pages.
If I had my way, I would put off the publish ing yet awhile.*
*
Lawrence, whatever may be sa id  of him, seeŝ  to be sincere in  
his hope for a complete r e la tio n sh ip  in  marriage. He wrote to 
CollingB, July 22, 1S13;
•There seems to be a b ig  change In England even in a year;
such a d isso lv in g  down of old  barriers and prejudices. But 
£ I look at the young women, and they all seem such sensation­
alists, with h a lf  a desire to  expose themselves. Good God, 
where is there a woman for a r e a lly  decent earnest may to 
marry? They don’t want husbands and marriage any more _
omly se n sa t io n ,*2
He gave to Lady Kore1]his idea  of marriage. He wrote:
•I don’t see why there should be monogamy for people who 
can’t have full satisfaction in one person; because they 
them selves are too split, because they act in themselves 
separately. Monogamy is for those who are whole and clear, 
all in one stroke. But fo those whose stroke is broken 
into two different directions, then there should be two ful­
fillments.
For myself, thank God, I feel myaelf becoming more and more
unified,more and more va oneness.*̂
In the sequel to The Rainbow.Women in Tjove. he also sets 
forth his ideas of love and fulfillment in marriage.
1. Letters, May 31, 1915, p. 234.
2 . Ibid. p. 67,
3. Ib id . Feb. 15,1916, pp. 327 f.
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Some of the characters in Women in Love are said to be rep­
resentations of real aquaintances of Lawrence. The two women. 
Hermione and Gudrun, represent Lady Ottoline MdrelLand Katherine 
Mansfield. The first must have been a true depiction as Mfcs, 
Carswell states that Lady Koreli. Lawrence’s most powerful and en­
thusiastic patronees, taking the character of Hermione as herself,
1
felt herself outraged and turned into a fury against him,
Of Gudrun. Murry says, *I have been told by one who should 
know, that the character of Gudrun in Women in Love was Intended 
for a portrait of Katherine, f̂ this is true, it confirms me in
, 2
my belief that Lawrence had curiously little understanding of her.* 
He goes on to say, however, that the incident described in the 
chapter *In the Pompadour* is true of Katherine Kemsfield. In 
the novel, a growp of men who have been drinking are gathered 
about a table reading aloud and commenting upon a letter written 
by Rupert Birkln in which he has revealed his inmost thoughts*
Gudrun promptly waàcs over to the table. asks to see the letter,
3
and leaves the cafe with it in her possession. The same thing 
happens . to Katherine Ksuisfield, the object being a volume of 
Lawrence’s poems. "Amores*.
The character of Kalliday, the chief offender in the incident
1. Carswell. Op. Cit. p. 81.
2. Murry. •Reminiscences'* Op. Git. p. 322-329
3. Women in Love p. 440.
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just mentioned, is said by Mrs. Carswell to be Philip Heseltine.
Heseltlne recognized it as h is  own portrait as he threatened a
libel action against the publisher of the novel, Martin Seeker,
Mrs, Carswell states that hawrence modified the character for the
E n glish  edition and altered the color of h is  hair, "In law, I
believe, Heseltlne had not a leg to stand on: but there was
already trouble enm gh about the book, and for peace* sake Seeker
paid him fifty pounds as solatium for injury to feelings and 
1
reputation,*
Lawrence mentions H ese ltln e  in his letters only once. Rt
is w ritin g  to Lady More11:
•Heseltine is here also. I like him, but he seems empty, 
uncreated. That i s  how these young men are, ,., poor Phil­
ip Heseltine, ... really seems as if he were not yet born, 
as if he co n sis ted  only of echoes from the p a st, and react­
ions against the pact. But he will perhaps come to being 
soon: when the new world comes to pass,*^
We have th is  description of Ralliday in the novel:
•Gerald looked at Ralliday for some moments, watching the  
soft, rather degenerate face o f  the young man. I t s  very 
so ftn e s s  was an attraction; it was a soft, warm, corrupt 
nature, into which one might plunge with g r a t i f ic a t io n .*2
We are led to suppose, from the comments o f Murry as well 
as from the d esc r ip tio n s  o f  feelings and thoughts, that Rupert 
Birkln is the representation of Lawrence, In physical appear­
ance,he was much the same. He was th in , pale, and ill-looking,.
1. Carswell, Op. Cèt. p. 156.
2, Letters, Jan. 9, 1916, pp. 309ff, 
2, Women in Love p. 75,
I
- 2 8 -
•Hia figure vas Barrow but n ic e ly  made. He went with a 
slight trail of one foot, which came only from self-oonsoious- 
n«8B. Although he was dressed correctly for his part, ^ a t  
of best man at a wedding ceremony"? yet there was an Innate 
kjftcongruity which caused a slight ridiculousness in his 
appearance. His nature was clever and separate, he did not 
fit at all in the conventional occasion. Yet be subordin­
ated himself to the common id ea , travestied himself.*1
Itewrence’s chief concern, during th is  period of hie life,
was a fu lf i l lm e n t  of a perfect love. Perhaps we have the most
complete exp ression  o f  h is  d octrin e in 1914.
•One must leam to love, and go through a good deal of
suffering to get to it, like any knight of the grail, atnd 
the journey is always towards the other soul, not away from 
it. îto you think love i s  an accomplished thing the day it 
is recognized? It isn't. To love, you have to learn  to 
understand the other, more than she understands h e r s e lf ,  
and to  submit to her understanding o f you. ... You mustn't 
think that your desire or your fundamental need is to make
a good career, or to fill your life with activity, or even
to provide for your family materially. It isn't. Your 
most vital n e c e s s ity  in this life i s  that you sh a ll love 
your wife completely and implicitly and in entire nakedness 
of body and s p i r i t .  # ien  you will have peace and inner sec­
urity, no matter how many th ings go wrong. And this peace 
and security will leave you free to act and to produce your 
own work, a real independent workman.
You asked me once what my message was. I haven't got 
any general m essage, because I believe a general message 
is a general means of side-tracking one's own personal 
difficulties: ... But this that I t e l l  you i s  my message
as far as I've got a n y . *2
One can see the working of I%wrence'B own love l i f e  through 
his first three novels. In Sons and Tiovers we see  the woman 
absorbing all of the man. Imwrence wanted a mutual love, a give 
and take experience. We hear P a u l's  accusation o f  Miriam in the 
novel:
1. Women in Love p. 22.
2. Letter to T.D.D. July 7, p. 207.
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*...You wheedle the soul out of things., .You’re always 
hogging things to love yai , ... You don’t want to love
your eternal and abnormal craving Is to be loved. ... Y©u 
absorb, absorb, as if you must fill yourself Up with love, 
because you’ve got a shortage somewhere.*1
hater, in The Rainbow. there is voiced a fe e l in g  which we can
assume to be Lawrence's own feeling in regard to Frieda, aid
Frieda were having a difficult time of it as we have seen earlier.
Me was o ften  a little uncertain as to whether or not : J
she would stay with him. We have Tom Prangwen, the husband of
the P o lish  woman, expressing th a t  same feeling, *He rea liz ed
with a sharp pang that she belonged to him, and he to her. He
realized that he lived b; her* Did he own her? Was she here for
ever? Or might she go away? ... She belonged elsew here. Any
moment she mirht be gone. ... he could never q u ite  be s a t i s f i e d ,2
never be a t  peace, becausevshe might go away."
We see in the two books, % e Rainbow and Women in Love, a 
complete cycle which must have taken place in Lawrence’s own 
experience. In the second book, the idea is expressed that love  
is merely one of many emotions, and is  not n ec e ssa r ily  an end in 
itself.
•Love is one of the emotions l ik e  all the others and so 
it i s  all right whilst you f e e l  it. But I can’t see how it 
becomes an absolute. It is ju s t  part of human relationship 
no more. And it is only part of any human relationship. Aid 
why one should be required always to f e e l  it, any more than 
one always f e e l s  sorrow or distant joy, I cannot conceive.*3
    _________________________________________________________
1. Sons and Lovers p. 269,
2. The Bainbow p. 52.
3 . Women in Love p. 145 f .
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Again Ursula Sâ s, "I believe in something, inhuman, of which
lore is only a little p a st. I h e l le r s  what ws must fulfill comes
out of the unknown to us, and it is something Infinitely more
1
than lore. It isn't so merely human.* This, of course, brings 
out the phallic conception that there is an unknown source __ an 
"otherness*.
Lawrence writes to Hurry and Katherine Mansfield in 1915î
"I am very glad you are happy. That i s  the r ig h t way to be 
happy ^ a nucleus of lore between a man and a woman, and 
l e t  the world look after itself. It i s  the last folly to 
bother abput the world. One should be in lore and be happy 
no more."'^ ~
This idea is held  until almost the end of the novel. Women 
in Lore. Then, we find, on the last page, Birkln wanting some­
th ing more than just his lore for Ursula. She asks him if he needs 
his friend Gerald and he answers in the a ffirm a tiv e , asserting 
that she is enough as far as a woman i s  concerned, but that he 
desires a man friend in as eternal a relationship as th e irs  i s  
e te r n a l. says, "Haring you, I can l i r e  a l l  my life without 
anybody e l s e ,  any other sheer intimacy. But to make it com plete,
r e a lly  happy, I wanted eternal union w ith  a man too: another
3
kind o f lore."
And this brings us to the third stage of th e  attempt to 
lire completely in the man to man friendship.
1 . The RalnlOf. 49S f .
2. Letters Jem. 17, 1915 p. 313.
3. Women in Lore p. 548.
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7. MAK - MM RELATIOKSfil?
The germ of the f r le n d J ïp  of one man for another may he seen
in aa early a work as Sons and Ijovers. It grows gradually until
it reaches its height in the twé novels, Aaron*» Rod and Kangaroo.
published in the years 1922 and 1925, respectively.
lawrence, in speaking of the feelings of the Leivers family
in Sons and Lorerm, seems to give us his own feeling,
•They could not ert«hii»n we tween tse»ii«lv«e.fe and an out­
sider just the ordinary humim feeling and unexaggerated 
friendship; they  were always restless for the something deep­
er. Ordinary folk seemed shallow to them, trivial and in­
considerable. ... They wanted genuine intimacy, but they 
could not get even normally near to anyone, because they 
scorned to take jthe first steps, they scorned the triviality 
which forms common human interccu rse.*l
In 1918 we find Lawrence writing to Katherine Mansfield and 
expressing practically the same feeling. He said:
• I do believe in friendship, I believe tremendously in 
friendship between man and man, a pledging of men to each 
other inviolably. But I have not ever met or formed such 
friendship. Also I believe the same way in friendship be­
tween men and women, and between women and women, sworn, 
pledged, eternal, as eternal as the marriage bond, and as 
deep. But I have not met or formed such f r i e n d s h i p . * 2
It is necessary to keep in mind these words of Lawrence's
because many of the varied experiences in the novels as well as
those in his life, hinge upon the f e e l in g  expressed here.
Further on, in this same novel, we find a strange relationship
between Paul Morel and Baxter IMwes, Clara's husband. There i s
enmity between the two men because of their connections with Claxm,
1. p. 184.
2. Letters p. 462,
But the same thing wh teh oau^s them to come to blows draws them 
together. When Dawes is ill in the hospital, it is Paul who 
comes with fruit and candy to him, Hiere is no outward manifest­
ation of friendship, ; there i s  a secret, somewhat m ystica l bond 
between them. We find this experience of one man caring for 
another during Aaron’s i l l n e s s  in Aaron’s Rod.
The Rainbow co n ta in s  only a su g g e s tio n  o f  f r ie n d s h ip  between 
men. It takes place when Tom Brangwen is  a boy. It is  enlighten­
ing because again i t  is Lawrence whom we see pleading for friend­
ship. Tom "had loved one warm, c le v e r  boy who was frail in body, 
a cd̂ unptive type. The two had an almost classic friendship,
3
David and Jonathan, wherein Brangwen was the Jo n a th an , the server.* 
However, the same depth of feeling comes out in the connection 
between Ursula Brangwen aM her school-mistress, Winifred Inger. 
These two women became very intimate. They wanted always to be
together. An almost passionate love sprang up and they were fused
3
into one. Inseparable.
The novel. Women in lo v e , as has been pointed out, contains 
the real beginnings of the struggle of man with man. %'e see her# 
the workings of the Lawrence-Murry friendship. Gerald and Birkln, 
although they both have women with whom they are in love, are not 
satisfied. They have a strong a ttr a c t io n  for each other. We can
1. Sons and Lovers p. 496.
2. The Rainbow p. 11.
3. Ibid. p. 321.
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feel the whole experience of years between Lawrence and Murry in 
this passage:
* There was a pause of strange enmity between the two men, 
that was ve ry  near to love. It was always the same between 
them; suLways their talk brought them into a deadly nearness 
of contact, a strange, perilous intimacy which was either 
hate or love, or both. They parted with apparent unconcern, 
as if their going apart were a trivial occurrence. ... Yet 
the heart of each burned from the other. They burned with 
each other, inwardly. This they would never admit. They 
intended to keep their relationship a casual free and easy 
friendship. They were not going to be so unmanly and unnat­
ural as to all̂ w any heart-burning between them. They had 
not the faintest belief in deep relationship between men 
and men, and their disbelief prevented any development of 
the&r powerful ... friendliness.
We have seen from previous quotations taken from Lawrence’s 
letters, that he did believe in a classic friendship, __ a Blut- 
brudersehaft. The explanation of the last sentence of the passage 
just quoted would be the desire of the two men to keep from each 
other the real depth of their feelings. We find it here when 
Birkin suddenly saw another problem confronting him __ * the prob­
lem of love and eternal conjunction between two men. Of course 
this was necessary _ it had been a necessity inside himself all 
his life _ to love a man purely and fully. Of course he had been 
loving Gerald all along, and all along denying it.* He continues 
speaking to Gerald; * You know how the old German knights used 
to swear a Blutbruderechaft, ... That is what we ought to do. ... w 
we ought to swear to love each other, you and I, implicitly, and
2
perfectly, finally, without any possibility of going back on it.*
1. Women in Love p. 37.
2. Ibid. pp. 234-235,
* 3 4 —
later we find an expression of still more Intense feeling __ that 
of Gerald for Birkin. He is talking about love and says that he 
has been fond enough of women, but has never r e a lly  felt love.
He says, * I don’t believe I ’ve ever felt as much love for a
1
woman, as I have for you __ not loWe.*
Lawrence wrote to Murry after the first part of their friend­
ship, *You shouldn’ say you love me. You disliked me intensely 
when you were h e r e ,  OornwaliQand a l s o  a t  %rlor. B ut why should 
we hate or love? le are two separate beings representing what we 
represent separately. Yet even if we a r e  opposites, even  if at 
the root we are hosti>£e __  ̂ don't sa y  we are __ there i s  no reason
*** p
why we shouldn’t meet somewhere.*
Lawrence seemed to be drifting away from Murry here. He had 
been waiting a long tome for Murry to come to him and Murry evid­
ently could not. He had written e a r lie r :  • I ’ve waited for you
for two years now, and am far more constant to you th a n  ever you 
are to me __ or ever will he. ... 1 b e lie v e  in y«  , and there’s
an end of it. But I think you keep far less faith w ith  me than?a
I w ith you , at the cen tre o f  things.* »
For several y e a r s , Murry and Lawrence had been trying to get 
togefcer. They seemed to have a personal a f f in i t y  for each other# 
but their beliefs were different. Murry said himself that they 
tiiey could accept Lawrence, the person and writer, but Lawrence the 
prophet they were a l l  a g a in s t . They cou ld n 't go a l l  the way w ith
lomezLin Love
' . p a t t e r  t ,  * k r ry ,  23 ,
° l la n ,« ® w  h -b B ^ 4*t916 , p . j j g
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1
hlm in his experiences,
Lawrence wrote the same thing to Lady Asquith, Murry says 
that * he b e lie v e s  in what I sa y  because he believes in me, he 
might help in the work I set out to do because he would be believ­
ing in me. But he Id not believe in the work. He would deplore 
it. He says the whole thing is p erson a l: that between him and me
2
it is a cas e of Lawrence and Murry, not of any union in an idea.*
Lawrence’s great desire for friendship comes out in Aaron’s
Rod. We see Lawrence characterized in the person of Lilly. He
p rojects h is  love fo r  Murry in to  the man Sisson. Aaron S isson
is a flautist who, becoming uidiappy as a miner in a colliery
town, lea v es his wife and family for no apparent rea on. He
simply says, * I Just left Uhea. • When asked if It were mere
caprice, he answered. * If i t’s a caprice to be begotten _ and a
caprice to be born and a caprice to die _ then that was a capricê
3 .
for it was the same."
Aaron became ill witi* influenza and Lilly was âàking care o f  
zhim in h is  apartment. L il ly  stayed right by him until he regained 
strength, although Aaron was indifferent about his own l i f e  and did  
nothing to get w e ll . At th a t time, Lilly wished that there could 
be something to bind them together. However, Aaron was too inde­
pendent to be dominated by him. *hen Aaron was leaving the apart-
1. Hurry, "Reminiscences*, Hew Adelphi 1950 pp. 264-275.
5 . Letter, Aug. 16, 1915, pp. 252 f,
3. Aaron’ s Rod p. 154.
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ment# he said suddenly, • It's all one to yoi then  ... whether 
we ev er see one another again?* * S ot a h i t , *  answered Lilly, ^
* I  very much wish th e re  m igiit he something that held ub to g e th e r ,* 
All this is an exact reproduction of the experience as it 
occurred in  Lawrence’s life. Hurry was i l l  a t  th e  Lawrence home.
Re related his experiences in *Re miniscencee*!
* Lawrence was in his elem ent looking a f t e r  someone, esp* , 
ecially someone rather stupid aho$t his hody, There i s
no more perfect likeness of th e  man I knew than  the p ic tu re  
of Lilly lo o k in g  after Aaron Sigson in the l i t t l e  f l a t  near 
Govent Garden, in  Aaron's Rod.*
Murry says elsew here th a t  there is  more of Lawrence in  this 
than in any other of h is  novels, Lawrence was a man who wanted 
love. * Lawrence during all h is  life wm Id have b i t t e n  his tongue 
out r a th e r  than  co n fess  th a t  what he wanted was more love* he 
preferred to say aloud and to persuade h im se lf  that of all things 
the one he hated  m ost was love, If he had said ’of a l l  words' , 
it m ight have b c e n tru e , was a  man who did not f in d  enough love 
in  the world, he was a  disappointed léver of humanity; and he 
always found it b e t t e r  indeed to f a c e  the sim ple truth abm t 
h im s e lf«*4
This same feeling is  expressed in Kangaroo when Somers is 
talking to,the "political boss*. He says, * In a way I love you.
Kangaroo, , , .  Our sw I s  a re  a l ik e  somewhere. But i t  i s  t r u e ,  I
5
don't want to love you,*
1, A aron 's  Rod, p . 114,
2 , New Adeluhl V ol. 1 . pp, 42-52,
3 , Son o i W oa^ . p . 220,
4 , I b id ,  p , 226,
5 , K angaroo. p . 383.
-3 7 -
It is quite true that a sincere longing for friendship and 
love is shown in Aaron's Rod. It was at the particular t*me in 
Lawrence's life when he desired a true friendship, an Utopian 
community in  which he would he the leader, and the others h is  
disciples. This was a real desire with him. We have in Aaron*g
Rod this expression: "What is life tut a search for a friend?
1
A search  fo r  a fr ien d  that sums i t  up."
With Kangaroo we havtf. the man w ith  man re la tio n sh ip  stressed, 
and we have also a development of another phase in Lawrence's 
personal d octrin e __ that of one man te in g  the leader in a commun- 
i t y  or project. This book, aga in , is distinctly autobiographical 
as can be shown from the l e t t e r s .  Many of the experiences correlate, 
exactly* However, wê will cocem ourselves here w ith only the 
fr ien d sh ip  between Richard Lovatt Somers and Jack Calcott, Somers 
is Lawrence in every respect. Of his appearance upon his entrance 
to A u stra lia , we have this d esc r ip tio n . A man in  o v e r a lls ,  who 
turned out to be Jack Calcott, looked up to see two strangers 
approaching across the lawn.
" On# wa# a mature, handsome, fresh-faced woman, who mi^t 
have been Russian. Rer companion was a smallish man, pale- 
faced, w ith a dark beard, ... Seeing the strange, forei©n- 
look ing little man with the beard and the absent air o f  
s e lf -p o s s e s s io n  walking unheeding over the grass, the workman 
instinctively grinned, A comical looking blokeÎ Perhaps a 
B o lsh y ."2
His reason for  coming to Australia is the same as Lawremnce's.
• He was a man with an income o f  four hundred a year, a writer of 
poems and essays. In Europe, he had made up his mind that eveiy-
1. Aaron's Rod, ft. 252.
2. Kangaroo p. |t42.
thing wàs done for, played o u t, finished, and he must go to a
new country. The newest co u n try  : young Australia! Sow he h@̂
tried Western Australia! ... And the vast ,uninhahlted land fri^ t-
1
ene him. I t  seemed so hoary and lost, so unapproachable. The
The Somers* located near Sydney in a çottage * Torestln". The
Calcott*8 cottage was c a l le d  * Wyewurk **
We can see  the  p a r r a l le l l s m  of a l l  th is  going as f a r  ae the
f e e l in g  foir Australia. A l e t t e r  written to Mrs. A. l>, Jenkins
on Kay 88, 1988, from * Wyewurk «, the Lawrence’s cottage in
Australia, reads like th is :  * Well, here we are in  a l i t t l e
house to ourselves on the edge o f the c l i f f  some 40 m iles  from
2,
Sydney. I t’s a weird place __ with coal-mines near.* In June 
of the same year, m wrote to M rs,. Carswell, " It is. a weird 
place. In the established se n se , i t  is socially nil, .., there  
seems to he no inside life of any sort; just a long lapse and 
drift,* A rather fascinating in d iffe r e n c e , a physical indlfferenee 
to what we call soul or spirit. I t’s really a wefrd show. The
Cr
country has an extraordinary hoary, weird attraction.*
When the Somers and the C a lco tts  l iv e  s id e  by sid e  and the 
two men enter into a so-called fr ie n d sh ip , we can safely assume 
that these experiences were real to Lawrence, We immediately re­
call the fact that the Lawrence’s and the Murry’s tried living 
together in much tJie same manner in  Cornwall, Lawrence begged the 
Murry’s to come and take the l i t t l e  cottage next to theirs. Ju st
1 . Kangaroo p . 9 .
2. letters, "p. 553.
3 . I b id .  p t 555. i
r
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a t  this time, the Murry*a were ependimg the happiest moments o f  
their lives, • stolen in the teeth of circumstance * in Villa 
Paulina, Southern France, however, the.y allowed them selves to be 
persuaded into going to Zennor where the Law rence's weie .
* From the Wginring, th e  experim ent was a failure* Lawrence 
was going through that period which he deecrihed so well in Kang­
aroo. He would Call out during the  n ig h t ,  • Jack is  k i l l i n g  me * 
and s im ila r  exclam ations u n t i l  the Kurryr could stan d  it no lo n g e r, 
Murry says that Lawrence wanted a t lo o d - r e la t io n s h ip  ^  some s o r t  
of sacrament with him . And he could not meet him th e re .  So,the 1
Murrys moved ay ay , g iv in g  as their reason a dlslke for the c o u n try . 
The whole experiment lasted, judging from the dates of Lawrence's 
l e t t e r s ,  about two m onths, from April to June , 1916,
Lawrence wrote to Ĵ ady Koreil on May 24, 1916, « Unfortunate­
ly the Murry's do not like th e  country _ it is too rocky and b leak
for them. . . .  I  am very  sorry they don't l ik e  it, because I l ik e
2
t i l ls  country  and my l i t t l e  c o tta g e  so much."
It is  in te r e s t in g  to  note th e  s im i la r i t y  of the two c h a ra c te rs  
in the book to Lawrence and Murry. This is  d e sc r ib in g  the two men 
as they walk a lén g  together on a Sunday m orning.
" Somers, in  a l ig h t  suit of thin cloth, made by an I t a l i a n  
tailor, and an Italian hat, just looked a fo re ig n  sort of 
l i t t l e  bloke b u t a gentleman. The c h ie f  difference was th a t  
he looked sensitive all over, his body, even i t s  clothing, 
and his feet, even his brown shoes, all equally sensitive w ith
1. M urry, "Reminiscences* Vol. 1. no, 2, Adelphi pp, 142 - 152,
2 , L e t& s , R. 355 f .
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h i s  face. #herê ae Jack  seemed strong aoid insensitive in  the 
body, on ly  h i s  face v u ln e ra b le . ... Jack s tro d e  along; @mmer
seemed to hover along. There was decision in bo th  o f  them, 
but. oh, of such different quality. And each had a c e r ta in  
ad m ira tio n  of th e  o th d r .  and a v ery  d e f in i t e  to le ra n c e . Jack  
just bsureiy tolerated the quiet f in e s s e  o f  Somers, and Somers 
tolerated with difficulty Jack’s facetious familiarity and 
h e a r t in e s s .*
And so the life between th e se  two went on as it did between 
the men in real life. I t  seemed as though Iiawrence and Murry were 
always w ish ing  for a close, in tim a te  f r ie n d s h ip .  At the same tim e, 
they  could n ever go q u i te  all th e  way. When eae was ready, #ie 
other was not. And something always frustrated a com plete union.
To Somers is a t t r ib u te d  Lawrence’s own th o u g h ts , a f t e r  J a c k 's  
p r o f f e r  of f r ie n d sh ip  . . . .
• All his l i f e  he had ch e rieh ec  a  beloved ideal of friend­
ship __ David and Jo n a th an . And now, when true and good frieWS 
offered, he found he simply could not commit himself, even 
to sim ple friendship. ... He had all h is  life had this craving 
for an absolute friend, a David to h is  Jonathan, Pylades to 
his O re s te s : a b lo o d -b ro th e r . A ll his life he had secretly 
grieved over his friendlessness. And now, a t  l a s t  when i t  
really o ffe re d  __ and it had offered tw ice before, since he 
l e f t  Europe __ he didn’t want it, and he r e a l i s e d  th a t  in h i s  
innermost soul he had never wanted i t .*2
We f in d  that later, in  1926, the f r ie n d s h ip  idea still being pre­
dominant in  h is  mind, Lawrence wrote the play, •David* in which the 
classic idea o f  f r ie n d s h ip  ecu Id take f i r s t  place.
This b r in g s  us to th e  point wht re Ia,wrence begins to feel 
that a group i s  n e c e ssa ry . He cou Id n o t find, as we have seey^ 
one man with whom he could join wholly in spirit and in doctrine,
1. Kangaroo. p. 63.
2. Ibid̂  p . 120 f.
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V I. KAN -  GROII? R R lA tfoim PIP
From th e  y ea r  1915 until the publication of Kanĝ âroo in 1923, 
Iiawrence was anxious to g e t together a group who wofld go and l iv e  
apart from the rest of th e  wohld. He wrote to W.l.Hopkin on Ja n . 
15, 1915, abou t t h i s  plan.
 ̂ We w il l  also talk of my pet scheme, I want to g a th e r  
about twenty souls and s a i l  away from this world of war and 
sq u a lo r  and found a l i t t l e  colony where there shall be no 
money but a sort of communism as f a r  as necessaries of l i f e  
go, and some real decency. It is to be a real colony b u i l t ,  
upon the r e a l  decency which is in each member of the community 
A community which is  established on the assumption of goodnee# 
in the members, in s te a d  of the assumption of badness,
The whole idea and plan is given in  detail to lady Morell in 
the same year. We find in Women in  Iffve a suggestion of a coamum- 
itv consisting of the fo u r main characters when th ey  go away to­
gether to the mountains. However, the s p i r i t  of the undertakis^
seems to come out more In Kangaroo than in any other novel. I t
is rather a surprise to  find th a t  more attention is not given to 
grpup life in th e  noveii, since Iiawrence desired it so mich himself 
It is reasonable to believe, bowevef, that since practically every­
thing in the novels comes o u t o f  his own ex p e rien ce , ther would be 
little done about this plan, because he had no chance to work I t  
out. The only time that it was tried before 1920 was with the 
Murry's. And we have that experdience in Kangaroo. It Is in
Kangaroo that the desire is expressed. It comes out here with th e
continuation of the quotation just taken from the novel, Somers
1. letters p , 219,
4» .
knew that he did not want a h&ood-brotherhoodi He did want eome
other living relationship* Bit what?
*• Perhaps the thing that the dark races know; that one can ' 
s t i l l  feel in India; the mystery of lo rd s h ip ; ... The o th e r  
mystic r e la t io n s h ip  between men» which democracy and e q u a li ty
try to  deny and obliterate* Hot any arbitrary caste or
birth aristocracy. But the m y stic  recognition of difference 
and innate priority* the joy of obedience and the sac red  re»  
sponsibility of authority**^
F in a l ly  i t  appears Lawrence*s desire for le a d re s h ip . He
was oppressed by his fe e l in g  o^*alonenes8*i He wanted a group to
act and feel in conjunction w ith  him* Throughout his l i f e »althoû^
he tried many times to secure a group which would folio/, hi#, he
remained an i s o la te d  being* He could not have a close r e la t io n s h ip
w ith  humanity* This comes out stromgly in  Kangaroo* He knows th a t
th(re must be relationships* Yet he cannot establish them* He
says in Kangaroos
* Yet one cannot live a life of entire loneliness, ... There's
got to  be meetings even communion* '‘ell then* let up hâve th#
communion* _ ’This is thy body «men i take  fro# iAee and sat 
__ as the priest, also the 0od* says in  the ritual of biood* 
sacrifice. The r i t u a l  of supreme responsibility* and o f fe r in g  
Sacrifice to the dark God* and to the men in whom the dark 
God is manifest* Sacrifice to the strong* not to the weak*
In  aww* not in  dribbling love* The communion in p  wer* the 
assumption into glory* La gloire**2
As Hin has s a id  in  his s t u d y  o f Lawrence, there is always 
Lawrence th e  Individualist s tru g g lin g  f o r  isolation on the one 
hand, and on the o th e r ,  Lawrence the man tormented with pity* with
his fe e l in g  o f kinship, with a desire for understanding of his
fellow-m wn. However, as the n o v els  and the letters show, there cm?y 
never be a perfect relationship between people." We are doomed to
a
solitariness*
^tn g aro o  p. 121# 3, K in , U n p ro fess io n a l Study, p.24.
i .  Ibid# p . 3 ^ .  4 , I b id .  p .  29 ,
% Thia f u e l in g  of alonenesa   ̂ wish to point out* As early as 
1913» just about a year after his mother’s death» Lawrence w rote 
to Game t t ;
* I hope you w i l l  stand by me a b i t ;  ^ h a v e n 't  a man in  the 
w orld , not a  woman e i th e f  b e s id e s  F rieda*  who w i l l .  Hot th a t  
anyone else has, •*■ suppose, who goes h&s own way. But I  
haven’ t  v e t  g o t used  to  b e in g  c u t  o f f  from fo lk s  in s id a t  a  
hit c h i ld i s h ,* !  —
The fo llo w in g  year he expressed th e  same desire for the eosptn 
any o f  o th e r  p e o p le , B* w r it in g  o f  an o th er p e rso n , y e t  we 
can see h is  own f e e l in g s  h e re ,
# # & # # # -
*e canno t help feeling tlia t  this is  Ta.v,rence orying ou t  for lo v e
from th e  depths o f h i s  lonelines because, as Murry has s a id ,
Lawrence h la isu lf  needed a  g r e a t  d e a l of lo v in g ,
From th i s  tim e on , we see  the workings o f the  growing sense  o f
isolation in  his novels, Lawrence seems to be torn, as has been
stated b e fo re , between the two f e e l in g s  _  one of wishing to be
a lo n e ; th e  o th e r  o f  f e a r in g  to  be a lo n e . Of W ill -^hrangwen in
The Rainbow.he w ro te .
He cou ld  be a lone  now. He had j u s t  le a rn ed  what i t  was to  
be able to  be a lo n e , it was r i g h t  and p e a c e fu l. . . .  He had
come into h is  own existence, was bom  for a second tim e, 
born  a t  last unto h im s e lf ,  out of th e  vast body of humanity.
How at l a s t  he had a s e p a ra te  i d e n t i t y ,  he e x is te d  alone, 
even If he were n o t q u ite  alone, -before he had only e x is te d
in  so far as he had relations w ith  another being,
1 . L e t t e r s ,  p .  127.
2 . l e t t e r  to  T.D,D. Ju ly  7 , 1914, p . 208.
3 . The Bainbow p . 178,
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law renc# d e s ire d  to te iiapi-y when a lo n e , b u t M e sen s- of re la tlo m -  
shlps with people would not p erm it It, He w rote to Rolf G ard iner 
in July, 1926:
• I should love to be connected with som ething, with some few 
people, in something. As far as any thing, mat ters I have alway* 
been very much alone, and r e g re t te d  It. But I can't belong
to clubs or societies, or Freemasons, or any other damn thing. 
So if there is , with you, an activity I can belong to, I 
shall thank my stars. But, of course, I shall be wary beyond 
words, of committing myself,
Everything needs a b eg in n in g , though ^ and I  shall be v ery  
g lad  to abandon my rather meaningless i s o l a t i o n ,  and jo in  
in  with some few o th e r  men, i f  I  can,*'̂
We h e a r  U rsu la , in  % e Rainbow, speaking of her is o la t io n ;  y e t
one can see lawrence’s own situation outlined In these words;
" I have no father nor mother nor lo v e r , I have’ no allocated 
place in  the w orld of things, do not belong to Beldover nor 
England, nor to this world, thty none of them exist, I  am 
trammeled and entangled in them, b u t they a re  all u n re a l .  1 
must break  f a i t h  out o f  i t  l i k e  a n u t from its shell which is 
an u n r e a l i t y .*2
This sense of a lo n en ess  grows in  Women in I,qve, There we see
Birkin alm ost afraid to m ingle in  s o c ie ty ,  Lawrence, as a u th o r , is
talking o f B irk in :
** What a dread he had o f mankind, of other people.
It amounted almost to horror, to a sort o f  dream-terror __ 
h is  ^ o r ro r  of being  observed  bp some o th e r  people. If heij s e r  
on an island ... with only th e  c re a tu re s  and the trees, he 
would be free and glad, th e re  would be none of this heaviness, 
this misgiving. He codld love the vegetation and be quite 
happy and unquestioned, by himself,
Just a b i t  father on, Birkin says that
* At the very  last, one is a lo n e , beyond the influence of 
love. There ia  a r e a l  im personal me, th a t  is beyond lo v e , 
beyond any emotional relationship. So i t  i s  w ith  you. But 
we want to delude w re e lv e s  that love is  th e  root. I t  i s n ’ t .
1. Letters, p, 6?@,
2. The Rainbow p. 464.
3 . Women in Xove p. 122.
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It is only the branches. The root is beyond love, a naked 
kind of isoààtion, an isolated me, that does Bot meet and 
mingle, and never can. ...
Tiiere is ... a final me which is siark and impersonal and 
beyond responsibility.*-
Lilly, in Aaron's Rod, asserts, however, th a t  * a man may 
come in to  possession of h ie  own soul at last __ as the Puddiilats 
teach __ but without ceasing to love, or even to hate. One lo v e s , 
one hates __ but somewhere beyond i t  all, one understands, and poss­
esses o n e 's  so u l in patience and in peace _ ... And i t  isn’t a
2
negative Sirvana either.”
Lilly s a id  that th e  s e l f ,  one's own s e l f  must take the respon­
sibility fo r  every  action. He said, * T h e re 's  no goal outside 
you.__ and th e r e 's  no God o u ts id e  you. ... There is only one th in g ,
your very own s e l f .  So y o u 'd  beti.er stick to it. ... -̂ ut rewm&er; 
all the tim e, the responsibility is upon your own head, i t  a l l
restgt with your own lonely s o u l ,  the reàpdnsàteâlity fo r  your own 
3
aattlon,*
This sense  of isolation c re a te d  in  Lawrence a spontaneous 
and erratic Impulse to embrace anyone who leaned  the least bit 
towards hèm. In Kangaroo. Somers f e l t  that therewas something 
deeper than love o f  mate for mate. Kangaroo, the social leader, 
wanted his love, he could not give in  to it. ” las it j u s t  
fear that made him hold  back from ad m ittin g  h ie  love for the 
o th e r  man?*
1. Women in  Love, p . 165.
2 . A aron 's  Rod, p . 110,
3 . Ib id . p . 308 f .
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" Yea. i t  f # a r .  th o ; ,  d id  h# no t Lei lav#
in  th e  Rod o f  l e a f ?  . . .  % # re  was n o t only  the Rod o l  lo v e , . .  
hg b e lie v e d  in  the Rod of f e a r ,  of darknee*^, of i-aBPion, and 
o f  B i le n o e , ti.e^God th a t  made a  man r e a l i s e  h is  own sao&ed 
a lo n e n e ss . I f  ^afi&aroo o o u id  have r e a l i s e d  t h a t  to o ,  then 
"Richard f e l t  he would have loved  him , in  a d a rk , s e p a ra t# , 
o th e r  Way o f  lo v e . But n e v e r  th ip  a l l - i n - a l l  tnin& . . . .  I f  
love  was a l l - i n - a l l ,  t h e n  th e  g r e a t  r a n g e  o f  love was o o sp le t#  
a s  he p u l  I t :  a  man b love f o r  w ile  and c h i l d r e n ,  h i s  s h e e r , 
con feseed  love fo r  h ie  fri«$nd, h is  m ate, and h ie  love f o r  
b eau ty  and t r u t h ,  « h e th er lo v e  was a l l  in  a l l  or n e t ,  th ie  
was the g re a t,w o n d e rfu l ra n g t of lo v e , and love was n o t . . .. 
com plete s h o r t  of the whole
P ut _  b u t some tiding elsA  was tru ; a t  the sa&p tim e. Mem'#
If o la tT on  was :JLways a supreme tru t i .  and f a c t ,  no t to  be 
fo rsw orn . And th e  m^stuQr o f  a p a r tn e s s .  And the g r e a te r  
r ^ s te r y  o f  the dttrk God beyond a  r:an, the Goë tru tt give# a  
mai; p a s s io n , and thwjkark, wu^xj/lalnod blood-ti^ndernese th a t  
is  devper than lo v e , . . .  Ih ie  d a rk ,p a s s io n a te  re lig io u sn e e #  
and Inw ard  sen se  o f  a n  i n w e l l l n g  i a g n if io e n c e , . . .  th is  f i l l e d  
■Richard’s  h e a r t  f i r s t ,  and human love eewmed su c h  a f ig h tin g , 
f o r  c & n d lk -llg h t, wh^rc thp dark  is  î*o much b t t i e r . * !
This b a t t l in g  o f lovNS fo rr*  th<; wl.ole c o n ta c t I ttw u rn  R ioh-
a rd  Somttrs and haf:g^;Lroo. And i t  is  the r tro n g e s t o u tpo ring  o f the
f e e l in g  th a t  humai, love ia  n o t in  i tf^ c lf  enougi*. % e person  i s
s t i l l  an I s o la te  b e in g , "e can comiiunp ,^lth  on ly  thp dark Gods.
This Is exp ressed  by h i l l y ,  in  l:o^. eey e ,
* . . .  oan*t ^ne l iv e  w ith  o n e ’s w ife , and be fot\nd o f h e r :
:tnd w ith  o n e 's  f r i e n d s ,  and enjoy th*flr oomiiahy; and w ith  
the w orld and e v e ry th in g , p le a s a n t ly ;  and y e t  know th a t  one 
is #||l a lone?  . . .  In eo f a r  as he Ib a s in g le  individual 
sou 1 , he W a lo n c j ipso f a c to .  In  ao f a r  as I am I , and 
on ly  esTT, and am on ly  I ,  in  *.o f a r ,  I  am in e v ita b ly  
and e t e r n a l ly  a lo n e , and i t  in my litB t bles^ednkBs to  know 
it, and to  a c c e p t i t ,  and to l iv e  w ith  th is  as the core o f
my se lf-k n o w led g e .
This h-eara d i r e c t ly  upon the d is c u s s io n  of ^an*e r e l a t » nmhip 
to th e  dark  Rods. The novel d e a lin g  w ith  th a t  phrase is  The Plwe#^ 
Ser p e n t . From i t  we g e t  Iawre&ce*8 whole concep t o f  th e  m yetie 
% œiverse#th# m en-like  Gods and the  p h a l l i c  s e i^ e .
1. Kangaroo o. 384 f .
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V I I .  TRADER -  FOIJjO'^ R3IJITI0KSHIP
There was in d e a d  a  l a s t i n g  e f f e c t  pro d u ced  w ith in  Lawrence 
bv th e  w a r.  We s h a l l  n o tic e  h is  e x p e r i e n c e s  i n  d e t a i l  l a t e r *
U n til  tiie wax h i s  l e t t e r s  show f a i t h  and liope. Ke h a s  been su re  
t i i a t  a  new l i f e  would be p o s s ib l e *  D u ring  th e  w a r ,  t h i s  hope o f 
a  new l i f e  b u rn s  f i t f u l l y  i n  l e t t e r s  th a t  a r e  among thi. m ost i n t ­
e r e s t i n g  of the c o l l e c t i o n ,  h u t  a r e  a l s o  of a  p ro fo u n d  s a d n e s s  and 
a  grow ing  s e n s e  o f  I s o l a t i o n .
Lawrence had , a t  t h a t  t im e ,  a  d e f in i t e  u rg e  to  become a  le a d ­
e r .  He had  i t  th roughout h i s  l i f e ;  I t  shows i t s e l f  i n  a l l  o f  h ie  
n o v e l s ,  o f t e n  in  th e  f o r r  o f  a  d e s i r e  fo r  m a s te ry  o v e r  tiife woman, 
Paul I lo r e l  is  t y p i c a l  o f  L aw rence's men in  h i s  u n w illingness to
g iv e  h i m s e l f  f u l l#  to  th e  woman; whereas Miriam i s  ty p ic a l  of  h is
1
women in  h e r  p a s s i o n  to a b s o rb  th e  man com pletely*
We see  M ir ia m ’ s r e s is ta n c e  to  P a u l ' s  d o m in a t io n .
** She knew she f e l t  in  a  s o r t  of bondage to h im , which she  
h a te d  because she could n o t  c o n t r o l  i t .  She had  hated  h e r  
lo v e  f o r  him  from th e  moment i t  grew too  s t r o n g  fo r  h e r .
And, deep down, she had  h a t e d  him because she  lo v e d  him and 
he  d o m in a ted  h e r . " L
The two men in  The Rainbow who have succumbed to the woman
a r e  one man ^  I*awrence h i m s e l f .
I n  Woraer.' i n  l o v e . th e  i d e a  r e c u r s  s t r o n g l y  i n  the  s t r u g g l e
between G erald and Tudrun.
" Rut he  k ep t the i d e a  co n s tan t v i th in  him , what a p e r fe c t  
vo lup tuous consum m ation i t  would ie  to s t r - n ^ le  h e r ,  to 
Gtra n g le  every  sp ark  of l i f e  o u t o f  h e r , t i l l  she  la y  com-
1 . Joseph F arre n  B e a c h ,  "‘he Tw e n tie th  C e n tu ry  B ev el, c79 .
2 .  Sons auid L o v e r s . p .  '
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p l # t e l y  i n e r t ,  s o f t ,  re la x e d  f o r  e v e r ,  a s o f t  heap  l y in g  
dead between h is  han d s , u t t e r l y  dead. Then he w w id  have 
had h e r  f i n a l l y  and f o r e v e r ; , "
We f in d  th a t  Aaron » to o  wou I d  n e v e r  y i e l d .  The i l l u s i o n  o f 
love was eone fo re v e r ,  hove was a  b a t t l e  in  which each pad  y  
s tro v e  fo r  th e  m aetery  o f th e  o t h e r 's  s o u l.  So f a r ,  man had
y ie ld e d  th e  m aetery  to woman. Bow he was f ig h t in g  fo r  i t  back
a g a i n , "  e x p re s s e d  t h i s  f e e l in g  w ith  reg ard  to h i s  w i f e ,  Bat­
t l e .  • , , ,  on t h i s  Sunday n rsn in g  i n  th e  s tran g e  c o u n t r y ,  he r e ­
a l i s e d  t h a t  he  h a d  n e v e r  i n te n d e d  to  y i e l d  h im se lf  f u l ly  to  h e r
o r a n y th in g :  , , ,  h is  i n t r i n s i c  and c e n t r a l  a lo n e n e s s  was the very
3
c e n t r e  o f i i / s  b e in g ,"
The Plum e j S erp en t i s  g r e a t ly  concerned w ith  th e  man and
woman y i e l d i n g  to  e a c h  o th e r  and to  th e  t h i r d  t h in g  _  th e  s p a r k .
We s h a l l  soon  c o n s i d e r  t h a t  n o v e l  ,
Lawrence h i m s e l f  f u l l y  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  th is  d e s i r e  fo r  m astery
o v e r  an o th e r in d iv id u a l war a g r e a t  p ro b lem . He w ro te  to  K atherine
M a n s f i e ld ,  in  Dec. 1 9 1 8 , a b o u t  J u n g 's  Psychology o f  th e  Unconscious
•  t h i s  m o th e r- in c a s t i d e a  can  become an o b se ss io n . B ut i t  
seems to me t h e r e  i s  t h i s  much t r u t h  in  i t :  t h a t  a t  c e r t a i n  
p e r i o d s  th e  man h a s  a  d e s i r e  and c*. te n d e n c y  to r e t u r n  un to  
the woman, make h e r  h i s  g o a l  and  e n d ,  f in d s  h i s  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  
in  h e r ,  . , ,  B u t  F r i e d a  s a y s  I am a n t e d i l u v i a n  i n  my p o s it iv #  
a t t i t u d e ,  I do t h i n k  a  woman m ust y ie ld  some s o r t  of preced­
en ce  to  a  man, and he  m u st ta k e  t h i s  p re c e d e n c e ,  I  do th in k  
men m ust go a h ead  a b s o l u t e l y  i n  f r o n t  o f  t h e i r  women, w ithou t 
tu rn in g  ro u n d  to a sk  f o r  p erm iss io n  or a p p ro v a l  from t h e i r  
women. C o n se q u e n t ly  th e  women m ust fo llow  a s  i t  were un -  
q u e a tio n in g ly , I c a n ' t  h e l p  i t ,  I  b e l i e v e  t h i s ,  F r i e d a  doecifi^  
Hence o u r  f i g h t ,
1 ,  p ,  525 .
2 , A aro n 's  Rod, p , 135,
3 , I b id ,  p . 173.
4 , L e t t e r s ,  p , 462.
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As Lawrence f e l t  abou t L a v in g  m as te ry  o v e r  woman, so he f e l t
a b o u t  b e in g  a  l e a d e r  o f  Men. One w r i t e r  s a y s  t h a t  through h is  de-
s i r s  to  e sca p e  from a b s o r p t i o n  by tiie  woman U^ere came abou t  the
consum m ation  o f  a  su p p le m e n ta ry  f r i e n d s h i p  w i th  a  man:
" and i t  grows more and m ore c l e a r  th a t  t h i s  f r i e n d s h i p  _  
w h ich  Lawrence v a i n l y  s o u ^ t ,  h im s e lf ,  i n  h i s  own l i f e  t
to  be th e  im p e rs o n a l  f r i e n d s h i p  o f  t e a c h e r  and d is c ip le .
H e re ,  i f  yoa l i k e ,  i s  where the c r a z y  s t r e a k  comes w f t .
For th i s  v e ry  g re a t  a r t i s t  was determ ines to  be a  l e a d e r  
and s a v i o u r  o f  men. h o t c o n t e n t  w ith  th e  ' s u b l im a t io n *  of 
a r t ,  he  m u st a lso  f u r t h e r  s a t i s f y  h i s  u n f u l f i l l e d  e m o t io n a l  
l i f e  by ta k in g  on him the m antle o f  a  p ro p h e t ,* -
T here  i s  much evidence th a t  Lawrence w anted  to be a l e a d e r
among men. Murry f e l t  th a t  he was th e  man fo r  Lawrence and r e a l ly
2.
wanted to  ac cep t him as a l e a d e r ,  b u t th e i r  ways j u s t  d id  n o t 
l i e  t o g e t k r .
L aw ren ce ’s o p in io n  comes o u t i n  A a ro n ’s Rod.
* We must e i t h e r  lo v e  o r  r u l e .  . . .  and men m ust subm it to 
th e  g r e a t e r  s o u l  in  a  man, f o r  t h e i r  g u id a n c e :  and women 
must s u b " ; i t  to t h e  p o s i t i v e  power _  s o u l  i n  man, f o r  t h e i r  
b e in g .” You’l l  g e t  t h i s  s t a t e  when "A ll men say  th e j  want 
a  l e a d e r ,  they mean th e y  want an in s tru m e n t, l i k e  Lloyd 
G eorge . . . .  T u t  i t ’s more th a n  t h a t .  I t ’s the r e v e r s e .
I t ’ s th e  d e e p , fa th o m less  subm ission  to  th e  h e r o i c  s o u l  i n  a  
g re a te r  man. . . .  I t  i s  l if e - s u b m is s io n . And you Aaron 
know i t .  B u t you k ick  a g a i n s t  th e  p r i c k s .  And p e rh a p s  
y o u ’d rathe r  d ie  th a n  y ie ld .  And s o ,  die you m u s t .  I t  i s  you"** 
a f f a i r . "3
There i s  a  f i n a l i t y  abou t L aw ren ce ’ s own f e e l i n g s  in  the  » a t te > -  
and we can  gee t h a t  i t  was a  v i t a l  i s s u e  w i th  him. I t  was h is  
w ish to  c r e a t e  a new w orld  o r  som ething m arv e llo u s. He says æ  
much in  Fa n t a s i a  when w r i t i n g  a b o u t  F reud . He a s s e r t s  th a t  what
1 .  B e a c h ,  3Y9,
2 .  M uri'y, *5eBini8cences**Adelphi T o i .  1 p . 411-20.
3 . A aron’s Hod p . 312.
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F reu d  w r i t e s  I s  p a r t l y  t r u e :  y e t  th e re  i s  a n o th e r  s i d e .  Sex le  
n o t  a l l .  There i s  s t i l l  a n o th e r  g r e a t e r  dynamic power _  th e  im­
p u l s e  to  c r e a t e  a  w o r ld  o r  so m e th in g  w o n d e r fu l .  "T h a t i s »  the 
e s s e n t i a l l y  r e l i g i o u s  o r  c r e a t i v e  motive i s  the  f i r s t  m otive fo r
a l l  human a c t i v i t y .  The s e x u a l  m otive comes second. And t h e r e  i s
X
a  g r e a t  c o n f l i c t  between the i n t e r e s t s  o f  the tw o, a t  a l l  tim es* .
P o ss ib ly  the c h i e f  c au se  f o r  th e  b r e a k  between Lawrence syod
M urry was th e  d e s ire  o f  Lawrence to  be the l e a d e r .  Lawrence
a lw ays f e l t  h i m s e l f  a  s u p e r i o r  b e in g .  He wrote to  C ecil Cray i s
1918; "The c h i e f  f e e l i n g  i s ,  t h a t  men w ere  a lw ays  a l i k e ,  and
alw ays w ill  b e ,  and one must view  th e  s p e c i e s  w i th  con tem pt f i r s t
and f o r e m o s t ,  and  f i n d  a  few i n d i v i d u a l s  . . .  to  r u l e  th e  s p e c i s s .
I t  i s  p ro p e r  ru l in g  they  n e e d ,  and always have needed."
Lawrence f a i t  t h a t  he c o u ld  n e v e r  dom ina te  M urry , althcu gh
he w ished  to  v e ry  much. In A a ro n 's  Rod th e  s t a t e m e n t  i s  made th a t
" P e o p le  who make c a l l s  on o t h e r  p e o p l e ’s s o i l s  are  bound to  f in d  
3
th e  d o o r _ d h u t . " Lawrence was a lw ays making su c h  c a l l s  and when 
he r e c e i v e d  no r e s p o n s e ,  he f e l t  t h a t  o t h e r  p e o p le  were l e t t i n g  
him down. L a te r  in  the  same n o v e l  he  s a y s , "  You’ve g e t  to h ave  a  
s o r t  o f  s l a v e r y  a g a i n .  People a r e  n o t  men: th e y  arc  in s e c ts  and 
i n s t r u m e n t s ,  and t h e i r  d e s tin y  i s  slavery . . . .  I  mean a  r e a l
c o m m itta l  o f  the  l i f e - i s o u e  o f  i n f e r i o r  beings t o  th e  r e s p o n s i b i l ­
i t y  o f  a  s u p e r i o r  b e in g . . . .  I t  i s  w r i t te n  be tw een  a  m an’s b row s ,
4
which he i s . "
1 . L e t t e r s ,  p . 241,
2 . L e t t e r s ,  J u ly  3 , p . 453,
3 . p . 128.
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IR I'aiitauBla, Lawrenoe a s s e r t s  t h a t  m ankind o r a r e s  l e a d e r s .
T here  i s  a  need  f o r  some one to  be i n c r e a s i n g l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r
th e  w h o le ,  ^nco a le a d e r  i s  c h o s e n ,  th e  o th e rs  m ust obey him
body and s o u l .  This le a d e r  sh o u ld  n o t  be ch o sen  from p e r s o n a l
1
a f f e c t i o n  b u t  f o r  l i f e ’s sa k e  o n ly ,
I 'h a t  seemed to  be the whole t r o u b le  betw een .hawrenoe and h 
i&urry, Murry c o u ld  h av e  fo l lo w e d  o u t  o f  p e r e e n a l  a t t a c h m e n t ,  no|; 
o u t  ..of b e l i e f ,  Murry s ta te s  t h a t  what Lawrence r e a l l y  wanted 
was to  l e a d  one man _  and o f  c o u rs e  we can  presum e who th a t  man 
L e a d e r s h ip  and power were o n ly  names g iv e n  to  the  r e l a t i o n  w i th  a. 
man f o r  whom he i% ngered , Murry b e l i  e v e d ,  h o w e v er ,  t h a t  Lawrenee 
was a le a d e r ,  o r r a t h e r  th a t  i n  g e n e r a t i o n s  to  come he w i l l  be 
found  to be a  l e a d e r  and w i l l  be  co n s id ered  as su c h .  ” B ut he was 
n o t  a t  a l l  a  l e a d e r  In  th e  mode w h ich  he dream ed , . . .  He was a  
l e a d e r  a f t e r  th e  f a s h i o n  o f  th e  man who l e a d s  b e c a u se  he s u f f e r s ,  
who l e a d s  b e c a u se  he  i s  c r u c i f i e d ,  ’ I ,  i f  I be l i f t e d  u p ,  w i l l  
draw a l l  men u n to
A fte r  th e  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  A aron’ s I od and f a n t a s i a . H urry  
becarae e n t h u s i a s t i c  o v e r  L aw rence , f e l t  t h a t  a  p i n n a c l e  had  
been a t t a i n e d  and t h a t  Lawrence had  r e a l ly  g o t t e n  h o ld  o f  some­
t h i n g  w orthw hile . was h i s  p la n , t h e n ,  to  found  The A d e lp h i . 
Lawrence was to h av e  so le  c h a rg e  o f  the m agas ine  a n d ^ r r y  began 
by p u b l i s h i n g  th e  e s s e n t i a l  ch a p te rs  o f f a n t a s i a , Murry w rite » ,
1 ,  f a n t a s i a , p .  11®*,
2 .  Son o f Woman. p ,  224 ,
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•  I  n e i t h e r  d e s i r e  n o r  i n te n d e d  to  rem ain  e d i t o r  o f  i t .  I  was
In m y  own eyes  locum  te n e n s , l i t e r a l l y  l i e u te n a n t ,  f o r  i«a%rence;
and I  w a i te d  e a g e r ly  f o r  h i s  com ing. I  was a  l i t t l e  dashed when
1
h i s  l e t t e r s  began  to  a r r i v e . *  %e w ill  look a t  t h e s e  l e t t e r s  
when d i s c u s s i n g  L a w re n c e 's  a t t i t u d e  tow ard  E n g la n d . fhey s t a t e  
t h a t  he c o u ld  n o t  go b a ck  u n t i l  so m e th in g  hap, ened  in s id e  him .
He f e l t  t h a t  h i s  c o u n t r y  h ad  i n s u l t e d  him  and he  m is tru s te d  i t  
to o  much to  again  become I d e n t i f i e d  w ith  i t .  Such l e t t e r s  made 
M urry more and  more p e r p l e x e d .  f e l t  h i m s e l f  made a  dupe 
Lawrence. When Lawrence f i n a l l y  went hack  to  i in g la n d ,  h is  id eas  
seemed, t> ^ u r r y  a t  l e a s t , , t o  h av e  changed c o n s i d e r a b ly  and he  
c o u ld  n o t u n d erstan d . Lawrence f e l t  t h a t  he c o u ld  n o t  remain i n  
E ng land  and w anted  Murry to r e t u r n  w i th  him to  Hew M exico, There 
was no p o i n t  in  Murry * s le av in g  E n g lan d  e x c e p t  a s , a  p e r s o n a l  
f a v o r  to  Lawrence. H@ had no b e l i e f  in  th e  f o u n d a t io n  o f  a  new 
s o c i e t y .  Lawrence would n o t  a c c e p t  h im  i n  th a t  s p i r i t .  Conse­
q u e n t l y ,  the outcome o f  the  whole m a t t e r  was t h a t  Lawrence r e ­
t u r n e d  to  New Mexico a lo n e . From t i  l s  tim e o n ,  th e  bond between 
t h -  two g r a d u a l ly  became w eaker u n t i l  th e  f i n a l  b re a k  t h r e e  y e a rs  
l a t e r  i n  1926 when Jjawrenoe had l e f t  Lmer&ca and s e t t l e d  i n  I t a l y .
The essence o f  t h s  l a s t  l e t t e r  from  Lawrence fcod Murry was. 
to  th e  e f f e c t  th a t  th e y  could  never a g a in  come t o g e t .  e r .  He w rote
* Even when we a r e  im m o rta l  s p i r i t s ,  we s h a l l  d w e l l  in  d i f f e r e n t  
H adan."
1 . Son o f Woman.p u . 328 f f .
2 . t t u r r y ,  •B ea tn isc e n ce s* , Adelnhi V ol. 1 pp. 455-461,
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Lawrence proved to h is  own s a t i s f a c t i o n  th e  f u t i l i t y  o f  t r y l s ^
to  l e a d ,  he w ro te  j u s t  two y e a r s  b efo re  h i s  d e a t h ,
* I ’m a f r a i d  the w hole b u s i n e s s  o f  l e a d e r s  and f o l lo w e r s  
i s  somehow w rong, now. . . .  Even l e a d e r s h i p  m ust (U e, and be 
born d i f f e r e n t  l a t e r  on, . . .  When L e a d e r s h ip  h g s td ie d  _  i t  
i s  very  n e a rly  d e a d ,  sav e  f o r  M u s s o l in i  and y * ^ ^ l f  ^ardin^E7 
and W hite Fox and Annie ^ e s a n t  and Gandhi __ th e n  i t  w il l  be 
born a g a i n ,  p e r h a p s ,  new and  c h a n g e d ,  and based on r e c i p r o c ­
i t y  o f  te n d e rn e ss . The r e c ip ro c i ty  of power i s  o b so le te ,
When you g e t  down to  th e  b a s i s  o f l i f e ,  to  the  d e p th  o f  th e  
aarra c re a t iv e  s t i r ,  t h e r e  I s  no p o w e r ,*1
I t  i s  fo r  the f u l f i l lm e n t  of t h i s  r e l ig io u s ,  c r e a t iv e  m otive 
t h a t  he w rite s  The Plumed S e r p e n t ,  Ke cannot in  r e a l i t y  be the
l e a d e r  he d e s ire s  to be; so he g a in s some s a t i s f a c t i o n  th ro u g h  a  
f i c t i t i o u s  c r e a t io n .  Re cm I d  a p p re c ia te  t h a t  t o o ,  a s  he s a y s  
h im se lf  th a t  a l i f e  in  h i s  c h a r a c t e r s  i s  b e t te r  th an  r e a l i t y .
Re s a y s ,  "When one i s  sh aken  to  th e  v e ry  d e p th s ,  one f i n d s  r e a l i t y  
i n  the  u n r e a l  w o r ld .  At p r e s e n t  my r e a l  w o rld  i s  th e  world o f  
my i n n e r  s o f t l ,  w h ich  r e f l e c t s  on to  the  n o v e l  I  w r i t e ,  th e  o u t e r  
w o r ld  la  t h e r e  to  be e n d u re d ,  i t  i s  n o t  r e a l  __ n e i t h e r  th e  o u t e r  
l i f e . "
1 . L e t t e r  t i  " o l f  G a rd in e r  March 4 ,  192h p p . 712 f ,
2 .  L e t t e r  to  Lady M o re l l  May 2 4 ,  1916 p .  355 f .
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V II I .  KAB -  DARK CODS RSLATIOBSKlP
A f t e r  t h e  * a r ,  Lawrenee eeemed., more and more, to  t u r n  from 
h u m a n ity  and to w a rd s  th e  d a r k n e s s .  I n  1 915 , he w ro te  to Lady 
M o r e l l ;  " I  have had a g re a t  s t r u g g l e  w ith  th e  Powers o f  Darknee# 
l a t e l y .  I  th in k  I  h a v e  j u s t  g o t  the t e t t e r  o f  them a g a i n .  D o n 't 
t e l l  me th e re  i s  no d e v i l ;  th e re  i s  a  P rin ce  o f  D a rk n e s s .  Some­
t im e s  i  w ish  * c o u ld  l e t  go and be r e a l ly  w icked _  k i l l  and murder 
b u t  k i l l  c h ie f ly ,  i  do w ant to k i l l .  L u t  I want to  s e l e c t
whom I s h a l l  k i l l .  Then I s h a l l  en joy  i t .  % e  war i s  no good.
1
I t  i s  the b lack  d e s ire  I have become c o n s c io u s  o f . "
The c o n c e p t io n  o f  the p h a l l ic  sou ro e  a s  being  the  c e n tre  o f 
th in g s  comes o u t  in  Sons and L o v e r s .  Paul say s  th a t  one m ust  have 
" th e  r e a l ,  r e a l  f lam e  o f  f e e l i n g  through an o th e r person  __ once, 
o n ly  once, i f  i t  l a s t s  th re e  monb e " . Miriam po ndered  t h i s  «md 
r e a l iz e d  what he was s e e k i n g ^  a  s o r t  o f  b a p t i s m  of f i r e  i n  pwsiom * 
i t  seem ed to  h e r , "  I n  l a t e r  n o v e l s ,  we have a  g r e a t  d ea l made 
o f the p h a l l ic  co n cep tio n .
In  F a n ta s ia  Lawrence; s a y s  t h a t  " The l i f e  of i n d i v i d u a l s  
depends d i r e c t l y  upon the  moon. The moon i s  t h e  modie r  of
•7
d a rk n ess ."  In s e v e r a l  i n s t a n c e s  Law rence uses th e  moon. The con- 
d i t k  n o f  th e  w e a th e r  and n a t u r e  i s  always sym bolic o f  th e  m ental 
s t a t e s  o f  th e  c h a r a c t e r s . I n  The Rainbow. Tom Prangwen o f t e n  has 
the  f e e l i n g  o f  L y d i a ’ s s p i r i t u a l  a b se n c e  a l th o u g h  she  i s  p h y s lo a l-
1 . L e t t e r s ,  p . 241.
2 .  Sons  and Lover#  p . 392.
3 . f ^ t a s ' i 'a  p . &&5.
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l y  p r e s e n t .  We se e  h i t i  i n  t h a t  s t a t e  o i  m ind .
• He w en t o u t  i n t o  th e  w in d . . . .  And a l l  th e  skv was teem» 
i n g  and team ing a l o n g ,  a  r a s t  d i s o r d e r  o f f l y i n g  shapes and 
d a rk n e s s  and  ra g g e d  fumes o f  l i g h t  and a  g r e a t  brown c i r c ­
l i n g  h a l o ,  then tfee t e r r o r  o f  a  moon r u n n in g  l i q u i d - b r i l l i a n t  
in to  th e  open  f o r  a m om ent,hurting  th e  eyes b e f o r e  she p lu n g ­
ed u n d e r  c o v e r  of chatuL a g a in . *1
U rsu la  Brangwen i s  s e e n  i n  th e  same m e n ta l  s t a t e ,
/
** Wares o f delirious darkness ran through heĵ sm 1, She wanted 
to reach  and be amongst the flashing s t a r s ,  sfhu wanted to ra c e  
with her feet and be beyond th e  co n fin es  of th i s  e a r th .  . . .  
The darkness was passionate and breathing w ith  imraense, un- 
p e ro e ire d  h eav in g . I t  was w a itin g  to re c e iv e  her in  h e r 
flight.
She tu rn ed  and saw a g r e a t  w hite  moon lo o k in g  at h e r  o v e r  
th e  h i l l .  And h e r b r e a s t  opened to  i t ,  s h e  was c le a re d  l ik e  
a t r a n s p a r e n t  jew e l to  i t s  l i j ^ t .  •^he s to o d  f i l l e d  w i th  th e  
f u l l  moon, o f fe r in g  h e r s e l f .  . . .  She wanted th e  moon to  f i l l  
i n  to  h e r ,  she w an ted  m o re , more communion w ith  the  moon, 
consum m ation . . . .
She s to o d  f o r  some moments o u t  i n  t h e  overw helm ing  lum in ­
o s i t y  of th e  moon. She seemed a  beam of g leam in g  power.
She was afraid of what she w a s . "2
B i r k l n ,  a s  w e ll ,  f e l t  a l l  to o  conscious o f  the moon. One 
e v e n in g ,  upon se e in g  I t s  r e f l e c t io n  In  th e  pond, ** He g o t  l a r g e  
s to n e s ,  and th rew  them, one a f t e r  th e  o th e r ,  a t  th . w h i t e - b u r n in g  
c e n t r e  o f  th e  moon, t i l l  th e re  was n o th in g  b u t  a  rooking  o f  hollow  
n o i s e ,  and  a  pond s u r g e d  u p ,  no moon any m ore , o n ly  a  few b ro k e n  
f l a k e s  ta n g led  and g l i t t e r i n g  b r o a d c a s t  i n  the d a r k n e s s ,  w i t h o n t  a i
r>.
aim  o t  m eaning. . . . *
Many tëmee t h e  powers o f  darkness a re  spoken  o f in  th e  n o v e ls . 
The c h a r a c t e r s  sp e a k  about the  g r e a t  dark knowledge t h a t  one 
c a n ' t  have  in  h i s  h e a d  __ the dark  i n v o l u n t a r y  b e in g . I t  i s  d e a th  
to  o n e s e lf  -  b u t  i t  i s  t h e  coming in to  b e in g  of a n o th e r .
1. The Rainbow p . 42.
2 . I b id .  p . 302.
3 . Wommn in  iG-m p . 282.
-5 6 -
One c h a r a c t e r  a sk s  how you can  h ave  knowledge n o t  in  y o u r
head* The answ er Ib ; * In  the b lo o d , . . .  when the w ind and the
known world drowned I n  d a rk n e s s  __ ev e ry th in g  must go __
th e r  must he the deluge .*
law rence w ro te  to  r i rn e s t  C o l l i n g s  J a n u a r y  1 7 ,  1913:
” My g r e a t  r e l i g i o n  i s  a  b e l ie f  in  the blood, a s  being  w iser
than  the  i n t e l l e c t ,  '^e can  go wrong in  ou r  w in d s ,  i-u t  what our
2
hlopd f e e l s  and b e l ie v e s ,  and s a y s ,  i s  always t r u e . *
Two y e a r s  l a t e r  he w rote to  hady h o r e l l ;
* I t  is  n o t  yo%r b ra in  you must t r u s t  t o ,  n o r  your w ill  
bu t to  t h t  fu n d a m e n ta l  p a t h e t i c  f a c u l ty  f o r  r e c e i v i n g  the  
h idden  waves t h a t  come from  th e  d e p th s  of l i f e ,  and. fo r  
t r a n s f e r r in g  them to  the u n r e c e p t i v e  w o r ld .  I t  i s  som ething 
which ip unrecognized  and f r u s t r a te d  and d e s t r o y e d . " h
•‘■his l i n k i n g  up of man w i th  the u n iv e r s e  i s  a  d o c tr in e  whi<^
p la y s  an  im p o r ta n t  ro le  in  L are n ce * s  l i f e ,  though t t h a t  one
should  s t r i v e  f o r  the f u l f i l lm e n t  o f  a l l  d e s i r e s ,  down to  the
d e e p e s t  and m ost s p i r i t u a l  d e s i r e s ,  s a y s ,  •  . . .  And I  s h a l l
f in d  my deep est d e s i r e  to  be a  w ish f o r  p u re , u n a d u l t e r a t e d  relam
4
t i c n sh ip  w ith  the u n i v e r s e ,  f o r  t r u t h  in  being .*
Mrs. C arsw ell says o f him , " he wanted above ev e ry th in g  * 
w orld of l i v i n g  r e la t io n s h ip s  _  ' F i f t y  p e r  ce n t me, f i f t y  p er c e n t 
thee : and the th i r d  th in g , the s p a r k .  . . . E i t h e r  t h i s  o r le s s
th a n  n o t h i n g ' .  And r e l a t i o n s h i p s  n o t  m erely w ith  men and women#
b u t  w ith  b i r d s , b e a s t s ,  f lo w e rs , r e p t i l e s ,  s t o n e s ,  s t a r s ,  suns  and
5
m a n u fa c tu re d  a r t i c l e s . ”
1. Ton  ̂ in love p. "47% ^
2 . L e t te r s  p . 95.
3 . l e t t e r s  1915 p . 835.
4 . L e t t e r s ,  To C arsw ell J u ly  1916 p . 365.
5 . C a rsw e ll; M meiniscences* A d e li^ i V ol. I l l  pp. 77-85.
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lawrence was truly &*are of every living thing and. a a# a
l i v i n g  daeraài in  e v e ry  t r e ^ .  He seemed to t h i n k  t h a t  th e  d a rk
r a c e s  come much c l o s e r  to  th e  c e n t r e  o f  tiie u n i v e r s e  -and i t s
m y s te ry  th a n  does th e  w h i t e .  He s a i d ,
** The o l d  d a rk  r e l i g i o n s  u n d e r s to o d .  *Ood enters from below* 
s a i d  th e  Sgy jjJ tians , and t h a t ’ s right. Why c a r iH  you d a rk e n  
y o u r  m inds and know t h - t  the g r e a t  gods p u l s e  i n  th e  d a r k ,  
and e n t e r  you as  i a r k n e s s  through the lower g a t e s ,  n o t  throuf  ̂
th e  h e a d .  Why d o n ’ t  you s e e k  a g a in  th e  unknown and i n v i s i b l e  
gods who s t e p  som etim es into y o u r  a r t e r i e s ,  and down th e
blood v e s s e ls  to  the  p h a l lo e , to  the v ag in a , and have s traq p #
m e e tin g s  t h e r e ?  T here  a r e  d i f f e r e n t  d a rk  g o d s ,  w hich  a r e  the 
dark  prom ptings and passio n -m o tio n s i n s i d e  y ou , and h ave  a  
r e v e r e n c e  f o r  l l f e . * l
he w rote to J .T u fe re s fo rd  th a t  the C ornish people had an
a t i a r a c t i o n  f o r  h im . Tl.ey seemed to  re v e a l th e  dark g o d s ,  a i . t h o u ^
th ey  were to o  much c o n c e rn e d  a b o u t  th e  t r i v i a l i t i e s  of l i f e ,
** N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  the  o l d  r a c e  i s  s t i l l  re v e a le d , a r a c e  whioh 
b e lie v e d  In  the  d a r k n e s s ,  i n  m a g ic , and in  th e  m agic  t r a n ­
sc en d e n cy  o f  one man o v e r  ano t i r e r ,  which i s  f a s c i n a t i n g .
A lso t h e r e t o  l e f t  some of the old s e n s u o u s n e s s  o f  th e  d a rk ­
n e s s ,  a s o r t  o f  s o f t n e s s ,  a  s o r t  o f  f lo w in g  t o g e t h e r  in 
p h y s i c a l  intimacy, so m e th in g  a lm o s t  negroid, which i s  f a s c is m  
ating.*2
He wrote to  K urry  much l a t e r  t e l l i n g  o f  h is  in te n tio n  o f r e ­
tu rn in g  to England from Hew Mexico and o f the  f a c t  th a t  th e re  
must be two ends o f  a rope to  t i e  to g e th e r . I n g la n d  to  him was 
only  one end o f the broken r o p e .  He s a i d ,  * T h e r e ’ s ano ther end
to the; o u t r e a c h .  One hand In  s p a c e  I s  not enough. I t  needs the 
other hand from the o p p o s i t e  end o f  s p a c e ,  to clasp and form the
V
w
bridge. The d a rk  hand and the white."
1̂  L e t t e r  to W il l a r d  Johnson 1922 from êw Mexico p. 554,
2 .  L e t ; .e r s  ï c h .  1916 p .  315.
3. -betters, 9ot. 1923 p. 588.
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F e e l i n g  th u s  s t r o n g l y  abo lit  the dark, r a c o s ,  he  would e n jo y  
l i v i n g  c lo s e  to  and te ir .B  a b le  to  o b se rv e  th e  M exican p e o p le ,
Murry say s  o f  t h i s  n o v e l  ** The rcoet o b v io u s ly  s i g n i f i c a n t
th in g  in  The Plumed S e rre n t le  n e g a tiv e ; i t  is  th a t  hawrence doe#
1
n t  appear in  i t .  The Man d i s a p p e a r s ,  The Woman rem a in s ."  I t  
i s  tru e  th a t  Lawrence doeo n o t appear as a  c h a ra c te r ;  th a t  i s ,  
th e re  i s  no one who, in  p h y s ic a l appearance , resem bled b i n . .  
D o u b tle ss , th a t  i s  what Murry m eant. Thu c h a ra c te rs  a re  Mexican; 
the  s p i r i t  of Lawrence, how ever, perm eates the  e n t i r e  book. F is  
own thoughts a re  embodied th e re in  and one has the  f^  l in g  th a t  th#  
whole s tru g g le  i s  L aw rence 's . Fe is  c o n s ta n tly  p re s e n t.
Mrs. C arsw ell s a y s ,  * And su re ly  h e re  is  the most am bitioe 
and th; n o s t im pressive  novel o f  our g e n e ra tio n . . . .  Only the 
p in io n s of f a i t h  c o i ld  have c a r r ie d  home such a theme. And more 
than  f a i  bn. For t h i s  t a l e  Lawrence needed  n o t  only a l l  h i s  gen ius,, 
b u t a l l  h ie  long  d is c ip l in e  and a l l  h is  savage p ilg r im ag e . So 
f a r  froj ehou ing  * d i s  in  t e g r a  t  Ion * i t  c r e a t e s .  In  i t  law  e n c e ’s 
powers as a  n o v e l is t  a re  e s ta b lis h e d  and h is  thoughts as a man a re  
embodied t i  t h a t  e x te n t th a t  i t  would have  assu red  him L is  p la c e  
w i th o u t  f u r t h e r  p r o d u c t i o n .  Indeed i t  may be s a i d  t h a t  a l l  l a t e r
works . . .  a re  em bro ideries on themes c o n ta in e d  i n  th e  Mexican
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n o v e l."
The e x p e r i e n c e s  i n  Mexico are t r u e  to L a w e n c e 'e  own, S re .
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Luhan s ta te s  t h a t  he h a s  j u s t  transported Taos down to  Old ^^x io o .
1 . Son of Woman p . 303.
2 . Savage P il tr r ia a tfe . p . 103.
3 . Luhan, Lorenzo in  Taos p . 114.
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W« c an  h e  s u r e  th a t  a l l  o f  h i s  know ledge o f  Ind iana and the drums 
he l e a r n e d  w h i le  a t  T a o s .  And as has he^n i n d i c a t e d ,  he f e l t  th a t  
the dark  ra ce s  p o sse ssed  th â t  d iv in e  sp a rk  between man and the 
u n iv e rs e , which to  him was the  " r e a l  t h i n g  " in  l i f t .
I'e w ro te  In  1 93 0 , ** The young men know now t l ia t  moot o f the  , 
'benevolence* and 'm o th e rly  lo v e ' o f t h e i r  ad o rin g  mothers wa# 
sim ply egoism a g a in , and an e x te n s io n  of s e l f ,  and a  love of 
hav ing  a b s o l u t e  p ower o v e r  a n o tn e  c r e a tu r e ."  Fe asks the q u e s t ie s  
what i s  the r e a l  th ing  In l i f e  and says th a t  th a t  i s  the g re a t
p ro b lem . K is  own an s  e r  i s  : to  g e t  i n t o  c o n t a c t  w i th  the  l iv in g
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C entre o f  the  cosm os. P u t  how? he f e l t  t h a t  the î îe x ica n s  hmà.
the s o l u t i o n  to t h a t  problem . In  an a r t i c l e  on Few ^ e x l c o ,  w r i t te n
i n  1931, h e  s a id ,
" I th in k  &ew F e x ic o  war the  g r e a t e s t  e x p e r ie n c e  from th e  
o u t s i d e  w o r ld  t h a t  I  e v e r  have  h a d .  I t  c e r ta in ly  changed m# 
fo r  e v e r . ’* The "w hole  l i f e - e f f o r t  o f man was to g e t h ie  l i f e  
In to  d i r e c t  c o n ta c t w ith  the  e lem en ta l l i f e  o i the  cosmos, ' 
m o u n ta in - l if e ,  c l o u d - l i f e ,  th u n d e r - l i f e ,  a i r - l i f e , e a r t h - l i f e ,  
s u n - l i f e .  To come in to  immediate f e l t  c o n ta c t ,  and so d e riv e  
energy , power, and a d a r k  s o r t  o f  jo y ."  He w ent on to say 
th a t  the M exican 's r e l ig io n  is^ ,g ro a te r  t h a n  th e  g o d - re l ig io a . 
I t  has a  f u l l  m eaning of l i f e . ^ '
As we have  o b s e r v e d ,  Lawrence was d es iro u s  of b e in g  a  le a d e r . 
In  The Plumed S e r p e n t , he had h is  chance  to c re a te  and le a d  am 
e n t i r e  new movement. lie accom plished th e  overthrow  of the  oh urch 
and made t h e  r e l i g i o n  o f  h i s  m en-gods th e  n a t i o n a l  o n e .  The P re s­
i d e n t 'd e c l a r e d  the  o ld  C hurch  i l l e g a l  i n  KsxAco, and c au se d  a  law 
to be p a sse d , making the  r e l i g i o n  o f ^FirzALCOATL th e  n a t io n a l
1 . Lawrence, "Beal T h ing", S c r ib n e rs  Magazine June 1930 p p .587-92,
2 . SurveyMay 1931, pp 153-155
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r e l i g i o n  o f  tho R e p u b l i c .  A l l  churches were c l  o s e d .  A ll p r i e s t s  
were com pelled to  tak e  an  o a th  o f  a l l e g i a n c e  to  the R e p u b l i c ,  o r  
condemned to e x i le .  . . .
The whole c o u n t r y  ,a s  t h r i l l i n g  w ith  a  new th in g , w i t h  a
re le a s e  o f  new energy.*
hawrence r e g r e t te d  h is  i s o l a t i o n ,  as we have se e n , and h a re  h #
found f u l f i l lm e n t  i n  a l lo w in g  h i s  c h a ra c te rs  to  become gods w hile
men and l e t  t h e i r  so u lc  lo ad  a m u ltitu d e  o f p eo p le .
In  t)i-s p h a l l i c  oenm#, one c an  he d e ta c h e d  from a l l  m e c h a n ic a l
and even  m ental c o n ta c ts ,  i f  ho be in  d i r e c t  accord w ith  the  elem»
e n ta l  flow  of the  univeroo  _  & tru ly  dark knowledge.
The woman in  The Plumed ^ e rn e n t d rea d ed  t h i s  c a s tin g  o ff o f
h m anity .  She * c r i e d  to  h e r  own s o u l  h e t  me s t i l l  be l i e v e  i n  soxss
human c o n t a c t . L e t  i t  n o t be a l l  cu t o f f  from met
" u t  she  made up h e r  m ind , to  he a l o n e ,  and  to c u t  h e r s e l f  o f f
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from a l l  the m echanical w idderehin  c o n ta c ts .*
Lawrence knew t h t t  t i d e  c a s t i n g  o f f  o f m a te r ia l  th ings and 
ac c e p tin g  only  the e lem en ta l flow  was f a r th e r  th an  hum anity in  
g e n e ra l could go. Ro knew th a t  mankind w^s r o t  g r e a t  enough to 
c o u n te n an c e  i t .  Lawrence was on the s i d e  o f th e  i n s t i n c t s  and 
a g a in s t a l l  form s o f  s o c i e t y .  He i d e n t i f i e d  h im sell w ith  n a tu re . 
K is d i f f i c u l t i e s  were g r e a t .  Rdwin K u ir  m ays, in  a  sh o r t  a r t i c l e  
on Lawrence, t h a t  * He had  to  t r a n s l a t e  i n t o  a  c o n s c io u s  t h i n g ,  
language, s t a t e s  w hich  a r e  f lu id  and u n c o n s c io u s ,  and  c a n n o t  be 
d i r e c t l y  d e n o te d .*
1 . The Plumed B ern en t, p . 420 f ,
2 . I b id .  p . 101* , V nl, 120
3 . M uir, *D.H.I«#renoe* The f e t io n  pp. 148-150
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Lawrence w rote from New Kaxico to  T r ip a n t  2ur&ow: * 1',^ not 
going to b o th e r  any more about th a t  e id e  o f th in g n . People a re  tee
dead and too c o n c e i t e d .  Man ia  th e  meanure of th e  n n lv e r& e . L et
him be i t :  i d io t i c  f o o t- ru le  which even th e n  1b n o th in g . In  my
o p i n io n ,  one can  never know : and never_  n e v e r  u n d e r s t a n d . One can
b u t  swim, l i k e  a  t r o u t  In  a  q u ic k  s t r e a m ."
K ev arth e leo e , he s t i l l  b e liev ed  t h a t  the  dark r e la t io n s h ip
was the o n ly  t h i n g .  In  9he Plumed S e rp e n t  he  Bays o f  X ate ,
'* A lone, she was n o tl ih g . Only as the  pure female correspond#» 
ing  to h is  pure m ale, did she s ig n i f y .
As an  i s o l a t e d  I n d i v i d u a l ,  she  had l i t t l e  o r  no s ig n if ic a n c e . 
As a  woman on h er own, sh e  was re p u ls iv e  and ever e v i l ,  ta
him. She was n o t r e a l  t i l l  she was re c i j i ro c a l .
To a  g re a t e x t e n t  t h i s  was t r u e ,  and she  knew i t .  To a  greart 
e t e n t  the same was tru e  o f  him, and w ithou t h e r  to  give him 
th e  pfieer, ht to n  wm I d  n o t a c h ie v e  h is  own manhood and 
m ean in g . W ith h e r o r  w i th o u t  h e r ,  he would he beyond ord­
i n a r y  men, b e ca u se  the  power war in  1 im* T u t  f a i l i n g  h e r ,  h e  
would n e v e r  hakelJK le .u ltim ate  a c h ie v e m e n t .  **e would never 
bo whole, . . .
P u t th a t  l i t t l e  s t a r  oi h e r  own s i n g l e  s e l f ,  would h a  ever 
r e c o g n i s e  th a t?  Kay, did  he even r e c o g n in e  any s i n g l e  s t a r  o f  
h i s  own b e in g ?  Did he n o t  o o n c e iv t  o f  h i m s e l f  as  a power and 
a p o te n c y  on th e  f a o d o f  th e  e a r th , an embodied w i l l ,  l ik e  a  
ru sh in g  d a rk  wind? And hence , i n e v i t a b l y ,  she was bu t the  
sto n e  of r e s t  to  h i s  p o te n c y ,  h i s  b è Ê stf  s l e e p ,  th e  cave and 
l a i r  o f  h is  m ale w il!
Ke w rote a g a i r  to h r .  rurrow  in  1927, s t i l l  b e lie v in g  in  th e
non-m ental flow as in  th^ passage j u s t  quoted , he s a id ,
" I 'm  n o t  su re  i f  \ m ental r e l a t i o n  w ith a  woman d o e s n 't  
make i t  i m p o e s i l l t  to lo v e  h e r .  To know th e  mind of a  woman 
i s  to  end in  h a t i n g  h e r . J.ove meabs the p r e - c o g n i t i v e  flow _ 
n e i th e r  s t r i c t l y  h a s  a mind _  i t  i s  the  h o n es t s t a t e  befo re  
' the a p p le .  B i t e  th e  a p p l e ,  and the lo v e  is  k i l l e d .  Between 
man and woman i t ' s  a q u e s t io n  o f  u n d e r s t a n d in g  qœ l o v e ,  I  am 
a lm o s t  c o n v in c e d .
1. L e t te r  June 6 , 1925, p . 643.
2 . The Plumed S e rp e n t, p . 386 f .
3 . ^ T t e r ,  Aug. 1927, p . 696.
About I*awrencrt*s ly B t  th rea t n o v d , j,ady nh a t t e r l e v 'o  l o v e r , 
t h e r e  need, be l i t t l e  d.incuse io n .  I t  i s , am M rs, C a rsw e l l  h a s  s a id ,  
and &s t  b e l i e v e  as  w e l l ,  e m b r o id e r i e s  on fo rm er  them es . The 
s o c i a l  id e a s  a r e  th o s e  expressed  i n  Vomn In  Love and Kafwareo.
And I t  i s  a  p h a l l i c  n o v e l ;  b u t one w ithou t the h o r ro  r s  o f  the  
M exican n o v e l. ^ t  i s  a n o v e l  o f dee^ s in c e r i ty  and te n d e rn e ss . 
f'S'wrence h im se lf  mays of i t :
" I t  i s  a  n i c e  and ten d e r p h a l l i c  n o v e l  n o t a sex novel in  
th e  o rd in a ry  sense of th e  word. I d o n ' t  know ho* much you 
6ym|;at.hi?.e w i th  my work perhaps n o t much, l u t  anyhow, you 
know i t  i s  q u i te  s in c e r e ,  and t h a t  I s in c e re ly  b e lie v e  in  
r e s to r in g  the o th e r ,  the p h a l l ic  co n sc io u sn ess , in to  our liv e # ; 
because i t  is  the  source of a l l  r e a l  b eau ty , and a l l  r e a l  
g e n tle n e s s . And th o se  a re  the two th in g s , te n d e rn ess  and 
b e a u ty ,  w hich  w i l l  save us f ro m  h o n ro rs . . . .  i n  my novel 3L 
work fo r  them d i r e c t ly ,  and d i r e c t  from the p h a l l ic  co n sc io # - 
nesB , which, you u n d e rs ta n d , i s  n o t the c e re b ra l Bex.-consciouS" 
n e s s , t u t  soiaeth in g  r e a l ly  d eep er, and the r o o t  o i p o e t r y ,  
l iv e d  o r  eun& ."l
He w rote to  ^ u r t i s  brown the  same day.
” I b e l i e v e  in  the p h a l l i c  c o n s c i o u s n e s s ,  as a g a in s t  the 
i r r i t a b l e  c e re b ra l  consciousness w e 'r e  a f f l i c t e d  w ith : and
anybody who c a l l s  my novel a  d i r ty  s e x u a l  novel i s  a l i a r .
I t ’s n o t even a s e x u a l  n o v el: i t ’s a p h a l l i c .  Sax i s  a  th in g  
th a t  e x is ts  in  the h ead , i t s  r e a c t io n s  are  c e re b ra l ,  and i t s  
procoBses m en ta l, Zhereas the p h a l l ic  r e a l i t y  is  weirm and 
upon taneoue . . . * ^
I t  i s  only n a tu ra l  to wonder why Hawrence f e l t  such  an aware­
n e s s  o f  n a tu r e  and su c h  a c l o s e  n e s s  to tXiS e a r t h ,  he  alm ost 
t a k e s  us underground in  some oh h i s  em otional d i s c u s s i o n s .  In  
The Plumed S erp e n t . f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  he r e v e a l s  to  us h i t  e a r t h .
1. L e t t e r  to H a r r i e t  "onroe ,  ■**arch 1926 p . 716.
2 . L e t te r s ,  p . 718.
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At the h e a r t  o f the  earth  slfet:pe a g re a t e e rp e n i, in  th e  r -  ' 
midfst o f  f i r e .  Thome th a t  go down in  minee f e e l  the h e a t 
and th e  sw eat o f  him, they f e e l  him move. I t  i s  the  l iv in g
f i r e  o f  the e a r t h ,  fo r  the  e a r th  i s  a l i v e ,  i’he snake o f  th e  
world i s  huge ,  and the rocks are h is  s c a le s ,  t r e e s  grow be­
tween them. X t e l l  yon the earth  you d ir  ip  a l i v e  as a  agmk# 
tha t  s l e e p s .  *̂ o v a s t  a se rp e n t you walk on,  this  lake  l i é s  
between him f o l d s  ae a drop o f r a in  in  the f o l d s  o f  a s le e p ­
in g  r a t t l e s n a k e .  Yet he none the l e e :  l i v e s .  The e a r th  i s  
a l i v e , " !
Rebecca &est in  an - l e g y  says  that " I t  appeared to some t h a t  
law rence maw l i f e  as a flam ing  mysteqf becapse he su ffe re d  from 
tu b e rc u lo s is  . . .  I t  appeared to them th a t he wanted to c rack  th #  
c ru s t  which so c ie ty  has allow ed to form on the  su rfa c e  of i t s
e x is te n c e  and look und ern ea th , because he was a m in e r 's  son and
2
had an in f e r i o r i t y  complex about the r e s p e c ta b le ."
I should n o t  care  to go th a t  far?- however, I do th ink  th a t  
LKwrence’ s ch i ld hood  environm ent must have had a g r e a t  deal to  do 
w ith  the l a t e r  development o f  h is  id e a s . In f a c t ,  he gave one 
d e s c r ip t io n  of the l i f e  of .the miner which h&P p r a c t ic a l ly  enough 
evidence tlie re in h to  show th a t  he was deeply  in fluenced  by the  l i f e  
underground. He s a i d ,
" Under th e  b u tty  system , the  m iners worked underground in
a sort of i n t i m a t e  com u n i t y , they knew e a c n  o t i .o r  practical­
l y  n a k ed , and w i th  c u r io u s  s i  ose in t im a c y ,  and th e  d a r knees 
and the underground remoteness o f  the p i t  ' s t a l l ' ,  and the 
c o n t i n u a l  presence of d a n g e r , made tht physical, instinctive 
and intuitional c o n t a c t  between mcr. wry h lg l i ly  d e v e lo p e d ,  a  
c o n t a c t  a lm o s t  as close astoucl,, very r e a l  and r'. ry powerful* 
T h is  p h y s i c a l  aw aren ess  and i n t i m a t e  t o g e t h e r n e s s  was. at its 
strongest down pit. Mien the men came up into the light they 
b l in k e d .  They had, in a  measure, to  change  t h e i r  flow. Sever 
tholes:, t h e y  brought with them eijve-ground the ouriou# 
d a rk  intimacy of the  m ine, the naked s o r t  of contact, and if I  
think of my childhood, it is aJ-ways as if there was a luat-
1. p .  195.
8 . Hew Adelbhl June-Aug. 1930 pp. 298-309,
roua a o r t  of in n e r  d a rk n e a s . i l ik e  the glnme o f o a a l .  in  # M e h  
we moved and had o u r  b e in g ,"
A lthough  t h e r e  can  be no d o u b t  In Aha minds t h a t  hawrenoe 
form ed these  im pressions l a t e r  i n  h i s  l i f e ,  th a t  l a s t  s e n t e n c e ,  I  
th in k , shows c le a r ly  why he had sucn an unusual oonsciouenesm o f 
the e a r th  and d a rk n ess , i t  makes h is  f e e l in g s  and h is  words tram#»
l a t a b l e  to  h im se lf as  w e l l  a s  to  u s .
1. "ho t ' InghaT: and the 'l in in g  C ountryside" Op, C it#
—65"
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tn  fo u r  o f th e  novele  th e re  a re  e x p e rie n c e s , L& rence's own, 
which do n o t f a l l  under any o f  th e  r e la t io n s h ip  h ead in g s, nor do 
th e y  s t r i c t l y  be long  to  Uie a t t i t u d e s  which make up th e  n ^ t  chap­
t e r .  C onsequen tly , I  have g iv en  them p lace  h e re .
Sons and Lovers
Under th e  H o th e :^ h ild  r e la t io n s h ip ,  we have seen  to a t  the 
fam ily  o f  M orels o f  the novel were s u re ty  la w re n c e 's  own. The a t t é  
tude in  th  e home was th e  same. Both men were c o l l i e r s ,  n o t in t e r s  
e s te d  in  i n t e l l e c t u a l  th in g s . The women were f i n e r ,  a lthough  m>re 
m a te r ia l ly  and p r a c t i c a l l y  minded abdu t th e  m a tte rs  o f home-making. 
• M orel was s ^ u o u s .  She^^rs M o r ^  was i n t e l l e c t u a l .  She would 
t r y  to  nag him in to  s to p p in g  h is  d runkenness.*  In  th e  a r t i c l e  
abou t th e  N ottingham  c o u n try s id e , from which we have qu> te d , Law­
ren ce  say s th a t  • The c o l l i e r s  f l e d  fiom  the nagging m a te ria lism
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o f  t h e i r  w ives. They had no i n t e l l e c t u a l  l i f e  w hatsoever.*
P a u l, who r e p re s n ts  Lawrence, from e a r ly  ch ildhood  had a
tendency toward th e  e s o te r i c .  I t  seems s ig n i f i c a n t  th a t  Mrs. Morel
thought th a t* p erh ap s  h e r  son would be a  JosSph" and she c a lle d  him
3
P a u l, n o t knowing why. H is b r o th e r ,  W illiam , c a l le d  him 'P o s t le .
Lawrence h as  been g e n e ra lly  g iven  th e  name o f p ro jh e t .  Murry a t t -
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r ib u te s  th a t  name to  him .
The s u f f e r in g  which P au l undergoes from a t ta c k s  of b ro n c h it is  
and pneumonia a re  L aw ren ce 's . A ll h i s  l i f e  he was tro u b le d  w ith  
b ro œ s h itis  and had two sev e re  a t ta c k s  o f  pneumonia. His i l l  h e a l th
1 .p p . 29-34.
2 . Op. C i t .
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was the  cause o f  h is  le a v in g  a p o s i t io n  in  a  m a n u fa c tu re r 's  o f f ic e
as w e ll SÆ h is  p o s i t io n  as schoo lm aster l a t e r  oh.
I t  i s  reaso n ab le  to  b e l ie v e  th a t  the  accoun t o f  Paul a t  the
1
S u rg ic a l fa c to ry  w ith the  f u l l  d e s c r ip t io n  o f d e t a i l s  was th a t  of 
I«wrence h im s e lf . Mrs, C arsw ell s t a te s  t h a t ,  a t  th e  age of s ix te e n  
Iiawrence worked f o r  a  s h o r t  tim e in  a  m a n u fa c tu re r 's  o f f ic e  a t
th i r t e e n  s h i l l in g s  a week. He rem ained th e re  u n t i l  he became se r -
2
io u s ly  i l l  w ith  pneumonia.
F re q u en tly  in  the  novels we have re fe re n c e  to swiro ing  and
b a th in g . In  Sons and lo v e rs  Paul and C la ra  go together to th e  se a -
4
s id e .  “ He loved  the L in c o ln sh ire  c o a s t ,  and she loved the s e a . . . .  
Be was a  poor swimmer, and couéd n o t s ta y  long in  the  wa#er. She
played  round him in  triumph, s p o r t in g  with h e r  s u p e r io r i ty ,  which
5
he begrudged h e r ."
Lawrencfc was e v id e n tly  n o t a  good swimmer, and the in s ta n c e
cou ld  very  w ell apply to him. % e M urry 's and the  L aw rence's o f te n
bathed to g e th e r , Murry g iv es us t h i s  comment abou t i t .  " R a th e r in
M ansfield  was a  superb swimmer, I  a good fn e . I t  i s  the only th in g
6
I  cou ld  ever do b e t t e r  than  Lawrence d id  i t . "
Thus, in  th i s  one n o v e l. Sons and L o v ers , we have an au to ­
b iography o f Law rence's l i f e  from h ie  to  the  d ea th  o f  h is
m other in  1910. ^  met F re id a  Weekley in  1912 and was e n te r in g
in to  h is  r e la t io n s h ip  w ith  h e r  in  1913 when th is  book was p u b lish ed
1 . Sons and Lovers . pp. 115 f f .
2 . Savage P l lg r lm ^ e  p . 5 .
3. e.g. Kangaroo p. '̂ 6.
4 . p . 438.
5 . p. 441.
6. Murry "H em iniscences" Op. C i t .
Women in  love
One m lnore^lxperience in  th i s  novel Is  s t r ik in g l y  s i im ila x  to  
La«renae*8» I t  i s  a  q u a r re l  between B irk ln  and Hermione*^ She 
80 thoroughly  ex asp e ra te d  th a t  she ** b rough t down the b a l l  o f^ jew el 
atone/w hich  was n e l ^  w ith  a l l  h e r  f o r c e ,  c ra sh  on h ie h ead ,"
i^w rencé , acco rd ing  to Mrs, C a rsw e ll, a f t e r  a  q u a r re l  to  the 
f in i s h  w ith  F re id a  over some s l i g h t  m a tte r ,  began to  s in g . " His 
unconcerned roundelay  a f t e r  what had j u s t  passed " so enraged F re id a
th a t  she brought down upon the s in g e r ’s head a heavy sto n e  d in n e r
2
p la te  which she was carrying , Lawrence ev id en tly  had th is  in  mind 
when he wrote the in c id e n t o f the n o v e l. The wéund that B irk in  
received  was re a l to  the a u th o r ,
Aaron’s Rod
There are two m inor p a ra l le l is m s  in  Aaron’s Rod. In  t h e i r s t
chapter we are shown Aaron’s a tt itu d e  toward Christmas through h is
manner o f trea tin g  h is  w ife and ch ild ren . They ask f o r  C hristm as
tre e  candles and f o r  candy. He r e lu c ta n t ly  buys them, p u ts  them in
h is pocket and goes away to r e tu rn  home no m ote. He is  thorough ly
3
o u t o f  sympathy with th e i r  idea o f Christm as,!, Lawrence wrote a
l e t t e r  in  1918 a t  Christmas saying that Christmas i s  an in s t i*
4
tu t io n  th a t  r e a l ly  should be abolished ,"
Then when the war i s  d is c u sse d , M l l y  sa y s ,
" There was a  w ak e fu l, s e lf -p o s  essed  b i t  o f me which knew
that the war and a l l  th a t  h o r r ib le  movement was f a l s e  fo r  me.
And so I wasn’ t  going to be dragged i n .  The Carmans cou ld  
have sh o t my m other o r  e» or what they l ik e d :  I  wouldn’ t  
have jo in e d  th e  # a r , I  would l ik e  to k i l l  my enemy^ But Ac cAme 
i  b i  t -  o f -  t f ^ à t  h u % e  o i t s c e - n e  c a j i e é  H à - f -  J T ^ a y e t  ty -à n ld /'
1 . Women in  Love p ,  119? 3 . p^ . ,1b f f .
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Kangaroo
Kangaroo c a r r ie s  on th i s  id e a  o f war and t e l l s  hawrenc e*s own
experiences th ro i ghout the  whole s ie g e .
law rence wrote f i r s t  to G arn e tt in  Kay 1912. He had gone to
Metz w ith r r i e d a .  He s a id ,  " I  had ti> q u it Metz because the damn
fo o ls  wanted to a r i e s t  me as a spy , . . .  ^here was such a  to -d o .
I t  wanted a l l  the  f i e r y  l i t t l e  Baron von R ich thofen*s in f lu e n c e  . . .
1
to  rescu e  me.*
Of Somers we have th is  ;
* Re had been in  Germany èÉmmgheAou ^o èo tk ad w  how much he de­
te s te d  th e  German m i l i ta r y  c r e a tu r e s ;  m echanical b u l l i e s  they  
w ere. They had once th re a te n e d  to  a r r est  him as a sp y , and 
had in s u l te d  him more than  once. . . .  But t h e n f ^ e r e  wà# 
the in d u s t r ia l is m  and com mercialism o f  E ngland, . . .  Row much 
h u m ilia tio n  had R ichard  s u f fe re d , t ry in g  to  earn h is  l iv in g !  
How they had t r i e d  with the&r b e a st ly  i n d u s t r i a l  s e l f - r i g h t ­
eo u sn ess , to h u m ilia te  him as a sèpg& ate, s in g le  man!*S
Somers was c a l le d  to a  r ecru itin g  o f f ic e .  * Re never fo rg o t
th a t  journey up to  ^odm in, w ith  the  o th e r  men who were c a lle d  up.
They were a l l  b i t t e r l y ,  d esp eratley  m iserab le, b u t s t i l l  m m ly :
3
m ostly  very  q u ie t , y e t  n e i t i te r  sloppy nor f r ig h te n e d .■ Somers 
was examined and r e je c te d .
Lawrence w rote to Edward % rs h  in  June 1917, " I g o t m yself 
r e je c te d  again atiPodm in on S atu rd ay : cu rsed  the loathsom e perform -
auQce. As f o r  f lo u r i s h in g ,  I  should  l ik e  to  f lo u r i s h  a  p i s t o l  under
4
th e  nose o f  the fo o ls  th a t  govern u s.*
1. L e t t e r s ,  p . 37 f .
2 . Kangaroo p . 250.
3 . f h id .  p . 252.
4 . L e t t e r s ,  p . 415.
% e co u p le , In  bo th  in s ta n c e s ,  was t r e a te d  as s u s p e c ts . Rie 
women had the h a b i t  o f s in g in g  German songs in  a high voice which 
a c t io n  d id  n o t h e lp  m a tte rs  any, % e b i t t e r n e s s  Somers and H a rrie t"  
showed in  the novel was p e r f e c t ly  tru e  o f  the la w re n c e 's . T heir 
house was ran sack ed ; they were con stan tly  being c a lle d  upon to  
d e l iv e r  up papers and packages and were under su sp ic ion  a t  every  
tu rn .
Both men were c a l le d  up f o r  re -ex am in a tio n . They were p u t in
Grade 3 _  u n f i t  fo r  m ilita ry  s e rv ic e .  Tawrence w rote to Lady jketquUk
in  S ep t. 1918: " These accu rsed  people have put me in  Grade 3 , i t
k i l l s  me w ith  sp e ech le ss  fu ry  to  be pawed by them. They s h a l l  not
2
touch  me again __ such f i l t h ."
Somers was re-exam ined and • p u t in  c la s s  0„ u n f i t  f o r  » i l -o -  g
itaury s e rv ic e ,  b u t c o n s c r ip te d  f o r  l i g h t  n o n -m ili ta ry  d u t ie s ."
A fte r  the Somers* moved down to C ornw all, he s t a r t e d  to  work
as a fa rm -lab #  r e r ,  binding c o rn ."  . . .  he lo v ed  working a l l  day
among the  corn beyond the  h ig h -ro a d , w ith  the  savage moors a l l
round , and the h i l l  w ith  i t s  p re -C h r is t ia n  g ra n ite  rocks r i s in g
4
l ik e  a g re a t  dayrk pyramid on the l e f t ,  the sea  in  f r o n t ."
law rence , o f c o u rse , worked as a fa rm -lab #  r e r  du ring  a p a r t
o f  the w ar. Re w rote to  Lady Asquith, " l a ®  busy in  the h a rv e s t ,
5
b in d in g  co rn ."
1 . Xangewpoo pp. 260 f f .
2 . L e t t e r s ,  p. 459.
3 . Kangaroo p. 271.
4 . I b id .  p . 277.
5 i L e t t e r s ,  p #20.
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F in a l ly ,  o f i i c e r s  came to  tn# Somers home in  C ornw all, searW»-
ed throwgn everyth ing , took a  few papers and. served them an " in s o l­
e n t n o tic e  to q u it  tn e  a re a  o i C ornw all.*  1
% ls  was the e x a c t ex p erien ce  o f th e  L aw rence 's . This i s  from
a  l e t t e r  to  Lady A squitii,
* Sow coBWs an o th e r n a s ty  blow . The p o lic e  have suddenly de- 
seended on the ho u se , search ed  i t ,  and d e liv e re d  us a  n o tic e  to  
leav e  the a re a  o f  C ornw all, by Monday n e x t. . . .  I  cannot even 
conceive how i  have in c u rre d  su sp ic io n  _  have n o t the f a i n t e s t  
n o tio n . . . .  And we m ust leav e  C ornw all, and l i v e  in  an unproh ib-
i t e d  a r e a ,  and r e p o r t  to th e  p o l ic e .  I t  i s  very  v i l e .  . . .  They
2
have taken  away some o f my papers __ I  d o n 't  know w hat.*  He d is ­
covered what had been taken  a l i t t l e  l a t e r  as he w rote to Kont% ue 
^herman: * A f o r tn ig h t  s^o the p o lic e  suddenly descended on us in  
C o rn w all.. .We d on 't know in  th e  l e a s t  why th is  has taken  p la c e .
Of cou rse  my w ife was co rrespond ing  with h e r  people in  Germany, 
through a  f r ie n d  in  S w itze rlan d  __ but through the o rd inary  p o st. 
When the  house was sea rch ed , th e  d e te c t iv e  dogs took away, as f a r  a
as I  can t e l l ,  only  a  f e a /o ld  l e t t e r s  in  German from my m o th e r-in -
3
law , and such t r i f l e s  __ no th ing  a t  a l l . *
The Somers* im m ediately proceeded tp London where they were 
com pelled to  r e p o r t  to a p o l ic e - s ta t io n .  * % e  p o lic e  a t  the s t a t i c  
knew no th ing  abou t them and s a id  they n e e d n 't  have come.*
1 . Kangaroo p . 287.
2 . L e t t e r s ,  O ct. 12 , 1917 p . 421.
3 . Ib id . Bov. L917 p . 423,
4 . Kangaroo p . 291.
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Th# i«wreiice*8 a ls o  s^ved from Com wall to  Iiondèn. w rote 
to  O ecil ^ ray î
• lk»ndon i s  n o t to  be thought o f .  *e re p o r te d  to p o lic e  here.» 
they  had heard  no th in g  about u e , and were n o t in  th e  l e a s t  
I n te r e s te d  _  cou ldn’ t  <iuite see  why we r e p o r t  a t a l l .  I t  le  
e v id e n t they  work none too e w o ^ l y  w ith  the m il i ta r y ,* !
The dreadful m n ta l  agony Soirare had to undergo ih  th e  chap­
t e r  • The Sightm are • was a l l  I*awrence’e ,  Somers had a  f e e l in g  
th a t  he was b e in g  k i l l e d  __ s p i r i t u a l l y ,  ^eop le  a t  the b arrac$ e
• were v i l e r  than  In  the Soi t h ,  even than  in  C ornw all, They 
had a  u n iv e rs a l  d e s i r e  to  take l i f e  and down i t* th e s e  h o r r ib ­
l e  machine p eo p le , th ese  iro n  and c o a l p eo p le . They wanted 
s e t  t h e i r  fo o t  a b s o lu te ly  on l i f e ,  grind i t  down and be m aeteC
law rence w rote to  Mrs, C a r s ' l l ,
• I  had to  , spend a  n ig h t in  b a rrack s  w ith  a l l  the o th e r  
men, and th en  be ^camined. I t  was experience  enough f o r  me* 
o f  s o ld ie r in g ,  X am su re  I  shou ld  d ie  in  a week, i f  they  
k ep t me* I t  i s  the a n n u llin g  o f  a l l  one s tan d s  f o r ,  t h i s  
m a te r ia lism , the n ip p in g  o f th e  v ey  germ o f  o n e 's  b e in g ,*3
Many o th e r  l e t t e r s  d ea l w ith  h is  h a tre d  o f  th e  war as  an in -
4
s t i tu t io n *  as som ething to  k i l l  th e  s p i r i t  in  one. This whole 
iu»vel, t t » n ,  i s  th e  s to r y  o f law ren ce’ s own l i f e  du ring  th e  year»  
o f th e  World *ar*
1 , l e t t e r s ,  p . 422.
2 , Kangaroo p ; 300*
3 . L e t te r s :  J u ly  9 , 191# p 359.
4 . e .g .  To Lady pp* 230 , 233).295 ,
To Mrs, 458,
To Lady A squith  p* 288,
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X. IgYiyOTS
There a re  a  few a d d i t io n a l  s u b je c ts  th a t  I  w ish to  t r e a t  
under t h i s  head ing  __ f e e l in g s  th a t  hawrence po ssessed  a l l  t h r o u ^  
h is  l i f e ,  n e v e r, a s  w ith  tiie f e e l in g s  fo im erly  co n s id e re d , s t r i k ­
in g ly  dominant a t  a g iven  p e r io d .
Of R e s tle s sn e s s  
As we have seen^Lawrence was an Iso la te  being who could  no t 
make the pro p er con tacts in  any human r e la tiB sh ip . He could  
n eith er  be happy w ith in  h im se lf  n o t in  the company o f o th ers. So 
he went from one place to  a n o th e r th roughout h i s  e n t i r e  l i f e ,  t r y ­
ing  to  fin d  peace and s a t is fa c t io n .  He w rote to Lady M orell in  
1915,
• today you w i l l  be going to Buxton, through th is  m ag n ificen t 
sunshine, I  almost w ish i t  were sy  tu rn  to r  i s e  up and d e p a r t .
^  so u l i s  r e s t l e s s  and n o t to  be appeased* One walks away to
1
another p la c e , and l i f e  begins anew. But i t  i s  a  m idge’ s l i f e . *
A few days l a t e r  he wrote stgain to  h e r ,  * 1 know I  s h a l l  be 
r e s t l e s s  a l l  my l i f e .  I f  I  had a  house and home ^ should  become 
w icked, I  h a te  any thought o f p o sse ss io n s  s t ic k in g  on to me l ik e
b a rn a c le s , a t  once I  f e e l  d e s t ru c t iv e .  And w herever I  am, a f t e r
2
a  w hile  I  beg in  to  a i l  me to  go away#*
1. L e t t e r s ,  A p ril 19. p . 227.
2 . I b id .  p . 236.
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Of P o ssess io n s  
T his h a t r s d  o f  p o sse ss in g  th in g s  lam renoe o f te n  couple# 
w ith  th e  f e e l in g  o f r e s t l e s s n e s s  in  h is  l e t t e r s .  To Xady A squith
he w ro te , • One must d e s tro y  th e  s p i r H  o f HKiney, the  b l in d  s p i r i t
■ ' 1
o f  p o sse ss io n ,*
Again to W iy  I fo r e l l ,
• I saa q u i te  a f r a id ,  I  f e e l  as i f  I  would run  away i  don*t 
know from w hat. But one c a n ’ t  run away from f a t e .  "% e  th o u # ^  
o f f a te  makes me g r in  in  my so u l w ith  p le a su re  : I  am so g lad
i t  i s  in e v i ta b le ,  even i f  i t  b ite s  o f f  w  n o s e , * 2
He w rote to hady A squith  t e l l in g  h e r  that he shou ld  l ik e
go to F lo r id a  w ith o u t f i r s t  going to hew F ork , He s a id ,  * I  would
l ik e  to go to  a  lan d  where th e re  a re  on ly  b ird s  and b easts and n©
3
hum anity , w r  inhum anity m asks,*
To T.D.D. he w ro te , * We a re  le a v in g  h e re  d i r e c t ly  __ my pro­
v e rb ia l  r e s t l e s s n e s s .  *e took  and fu rn ish e d  th i s  l i t t l e  f l a t  in  
June __ now I have t r a n s f e r r e d  the  le a s e  and so ld  the  f u r n i tu r e ,
I  can ’ t  b e a r  hav ing  a  house on ray head, . . . ^ f in d  i t  im p o ssib le
4
to s i t  s t t l l  in  one p la c e ."
By 1918, t h i s  f e e l in g  had grown and he w rote to  Bavid B e r t le r ,
• I  don’ t  want to  a c t  i n  concert w ith  any body o f p eo p le ,
I  want to  go by m yself o r  w ith  Frieda __ som ething in  the  
manner o f a g ip sy , and be h o u se le ss  and p la c e le s s  and home­
l e s s  and la n d le s s ,  j u s t  move a p a r t ,  I  h a te  and abhor being  
s tu c k  on to  aqy form o f  so c ie ty ,* S
He w rote to  C ec il Gray in  tW  same to n e . He was w ishing  f o r  
a  ca ravan  and a  h o rse  so th a t  he could  keep morint on fo re v e r ,
1 . L e t t e r s ,  p . 250,
2 . L e t t e r  J u ly  1915 p . 244.
3. L e t t e r ,  hov. 28 , 1915 p . 282,
4 . B e t te r ,  Dec, 18 , 1915 p . 298,
5 . L e t te r s  p . 438,
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He envied  th e  g y p sie s  t h e i r  camps and mode o f  l i f e .  He w o  t e ,
* But I  do lo a th e  p o sse ss in g  th in g s ,  and having  an o th er house* 
i f  on ly  one cou ld  he an an im al, w ith  a  t i  ick  watrm h id e , and 
never a  s t i t c h  o r  rag  b e s id e s .  Hobody ought to  own houses o ^ / 
fu rn i tu r e  ^  any more than  they own the s to n es  o f the h ig h ro ad .
In  June o f  the same y ea r  he w rote to  Mark G e r t le r ,
* I  am very r e s t l e s s  and a t  the end o f e v e ry th in g . I  don’ t  
work _  don’ t  try  to __ on ly  j u s t  endure the days. There w il l  
e i t h e r  have to  come a  b reak  ou tsid e  o r In s id e  in  the w orld 
or in  o n e se lf .*  ~
4r@. C arsw ell w rites  o f  ttm , • Lawrehne d is l ik e d  an a i r  o f
ev e rla s tin g n esB  about a  h o ^ ,  f o r  him i t  must have something of
th e  t e n t  abou t i t ,  though he l ik e d  ev e ry th in g  to  be seemly and c le a
3
and he approved o f  a  few household  gods.*
Xawrence p o r tra y s  in  h is  c h a ra c te rs  the same r e s t le s s n e s s  
ah he possessed  h im s e lf .*  Houses and f u r n i tu r e  ani c lo th e s ,  they 
are a l l  terms o f  an old  base w o rld , a  d e te s ta b le  s o c ie ty  of mam.
. . .  I t  i s  a l l  p o s se s s io n s , p o s se s s io n s , b u lly in g  you and tu rn in g
4 I
you in to  a  g en era lisa tio n ."  |
Aaron says , when L i l ly  i s  anxious to  g e t away and 1# plann­
ing to go to  M alta; * But w hat’s  the good o f  going to M alta? Shal 
-YOU be aJW d i f f e r e n t  in  y o u r s e l f ,  in  another p la c e ?  You’l l  be 
the same there as you w e  h e re . . . .  You*re a l l  the time g rin d in g  
y o u r s e lf  a g a in s t  something in s id e  you. You’r e  never f r e e .*
Lawrence r e a l iz e d  th i s  s p i r i t  w ith in  h im s e lf . S in c e re ly , he d id  
n o t w ish to  be f r e e .  He w rote in  a l e t t e r  to  H a r r ie t  Monroe;
1 . L e t t e r ,  % rc h  12, 1918 p . 439 f ,
2 . L e t te r  to C a r t ie r  p . 452.
3. Savage filg rim apte p . 26.
4 . B irk in  in  Women in  Love p . 408.
5 . Aaron’s  Rod p . 109
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• Thank God I  am n o t f r e e ,  any more tiian a  ro o ted  t r e e  Is  
1
f r e e .*
Aaron’ s h a tre d  o f p o s s e s s lo n ^ i*  ex p resse  when he was 
being  d riv en  in  th e  expensive and h e a v ily  u p h o ls te re d  e a r  o f a
f r ie n d .  • Re was glad to g e t o u t in to  the fresh  a ir  o f the  eoraaon
2
crowd. •
In  KMagaroo we have the id e a  o f impermanence s tre ssed #
Kangaroo s a id ,
• B ut o u r d iv in e  flo w ers  _  they  don’ t  want to  im m o rta lise  
them selves in to  stone% I f  they tu rned  in to  stone  on my tab le*  
my h eart would alm ost s to p  b e a tin g , and lo s e  i t s  hope and i t s  
jo y . But they won’ t.. Ihey w i l l  q u ie t ly ,  g en tly  w ith e r . And
I  love them f o r  i t .  And so shou ld  a l l  c re e d s , a l l  gods, 
q u ie t ly  and g e n tly  c u r l  up and w ith e r  as t h e i r  evening app­
ro ach es . % iat i s  the én ly  way o f  t ru e  h o l in e s s ,  in  my opin­
ion .**
He h a ted  an y th in g  which would l a s t . He lik e d  adobe houses 
b est because they could  n o t endure . As l a t e  as 1923 we f in d  him 
w r i t in g  to  M rs. C arsw ell from Hew S ex ico , where he expressed  th e  
f e e l in g  he had abou t never being s a t i s f i e d  anywhere,
• I t  i s  q u e e r, a l l  th e  way down the P a c i f ic  c o a s t ,  I  k ep t 
th in k in g : B est go back to E ngland. And th e n , once ac ro ss  Ww 
b a rran c a  from I x t l a n ,  i t  was h e re  sigaln , h e re  in  ICsxico, in  
J o l i s c o ,  that I  wantecf to  b e .
But l e t  us w atch; th in g s  wl&n U iev come, come sudden ly .
I t  may be my destim y i s  in  Europe.**
I th in k  th a t  i t  was h is  d e s ire  to  be evesr^n  th e  move, h i s  w ia |
f o r  impermanence and h i s  h a tre d  o f p o sse ss io n s  which madejhawrence 
see th e  u g lin e s s  o f E ngland. He s a id  th a t  he p a r t i c u la r ly  saw
1. H a tte r  S e p t. 23 , 1922. p . 559.
2 .  Aaron’s  Rod p . 181.
3 . '^ng& roa, p . . 5 ^ .
l e t t e r  Oct 17 , p . 589,
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u g lin e sa  In  th e  id e a  o f  * my own l i t t l e  home • .  This id e a  waa
p re s e n t th roughout England and most e s p e c ia l ly  d id  i t  show i t s e l f
in the smaller Tillages such as the one in wM oh hawrence l iv e d .
l e  showed a  thorough contempt fo r  the so rd id n ess  o f  v i l l a g e s ,
c o t ta g e r s  and a l l  England because he s a id  th a t  i t  had no sense  o f  
1
a  r e a l  c i t y .
Of Engliuid and Humanity 
% us we f in d  him h a t in g  E ngland, s o c ie ty  and regulated in ­
s t i t u t i o n s .  In  1912 when he was wri&ing gone and Lovers he w rote 
from Germai^, •  I  lo a th e  the id e a  o f  England, and i t s  e n e rv a tio n
and m is ty  i^ se r ab le  nndezTmess. I  don*t want to go hack to  town
2
and c i v i l i s a t i o n . "
His d i s t r u s t  o f  a l l  mankind i s  brought o u t in  Aaron*8 Rod. 
A fte r  Aaron has been robbed o f  h is  pocket-book in  the s t r e e t ,  he 
soundly b e ra te s  h im se lf  fo r  n o t b e in g  on h ts guard . He sa y s , * I t  
se rv e s  everybody r ig h t who ru sh es enk ind led  through the s t r e e t s ,  
and tru sts  im p l ic i t ly  in  mankind and in  the l i f e - s p i r i t ,  as i f  
meutikind and the  l i f e - s p i r i t  were a  playground fo r  enk ind led  in d -  
iv id u a ls ."
And tow ards the end o f the  book, h i l l y  s a y s , •
• The id e a l  o f  lo v e , the  id e a l  th a t  i t  is  b e t t e r  to g ive  them 
to r e c e iv e , the id e a l  o f  l i b e r t y ,  th e  id e a l  o f the b ro therhood  
o f man, th e  id e a l  o f  s a n c t i ty  o f  human l i f e ,  th e  id e a l  o f  what 
we c a l l  goodness, c h a r i ty ,  benevo lence , p u b lic  sp i& ite d n ess , 
th e  id e a l  o f  s a c r i f i c e  f o r  a c a u se , the id e a l o f  unanim ity  _  
a l l  the l o t  _ a l l  th e  whole beeh ive o f  id e a ls  has a l l  g o t 
the modern b e e -d is e a s e , and gone p u t r id ,  . . .
1 . X aw rence,"N ottingham " e t c .  OP. G it.
2 . l e t t e r  to  G a rn e tt ,  J u ly  25. p. 48.
3. A aron 's  Rod p . 244.
4 . Ibid. p. 293.
In s te a d  o f  ig n o rin g  th e  a f f a i r s  o f England smd mankind eTsry- 
where» I<a»rrence concerned h im se lf  w ith  id e a s  of improvement. He 
w rote in  1913î
• And I  do so b reak  my h e a r t  over England when I  read  th e  
Hew H a c h ia v e ll l . And 1 am so su re  th a t  on ly  through a  read ­
ju s tm en t between men and women, . . .  w i l l  she g e t  ou t o f  h e r  
p re s e n t a tro p h y . Oh, b o rd , and i f  I  don* t*subdue my a i t  to  
a  m etaphysic*; as  somebody very b e a u t i f u l ly  s a id  oi Hardy, I  
do w rite  because I  want f o lk  _  E n g lish  fo lk  _  to  a l t e r ,  and 
have more sen se .
In  1915 he wcmb q u i te  c o n s is te n t ly  concerned w ith  a f f a i r s  o f  
s t a t e .  He w rote to  Lady M orell January  3 ,
am no dem ocrat, save in  p o l i t i c s .  I  th in k  th e  s t a t e  i s  
a~Vulgar i n s t i t u t i o n .  Hut l i f e  i t s e l f  i s  an a f f a i r  of a r i s ­
to c r a t s .  In  my so u l I^d  be as  proud as h e l l .  In  the s t a t e ,  
l e t  therfibe the ^ b e r t e . Bgialite^ b u s in e ss . . . .  In  so fair
as I  am m ysekf, ^ i e r t ^ . Inégalité '^ . H o s t i l i t y
I t  d o e s n 't  sound very  f re n c h , b t t  never mind. I  th in k  th e  
tim e has come to wave the  oriflam m e and r a l l y  a g a in s t  hum anity 
and HO, Hoi S t .  John and th e  new Je ru sa lem .* ^  L a te r  he w rote 
to  h e r ,  I  don’ t  b e l ie v e  in  the dem ocratic  e l e c to r a te ,
The working man i s  n o t f i t  to  e l e c t  the  u lt im a te  government 
o f the  c o u n try . And th e  h o ld in g  o f o f f ic e  s h a l l  n o t r e s t  
upon the  ch o ice  o f  the mob: i t  s h a l l  be a lm ost immune ffbm 
them ."-
He w rote in  th e  same mamner to  Lady A squ ith . He f e l t  th a t  
the dem ocratic  ( re p u b lic a n )  form o f  e le c t io n  was wrong. The a r t ­
isa n  was f i t  to  e l e c t  f o r  h i s  Immediate su rro u n d in g s , b u t f o r  no 
u l t im a te  governm ent. He thought th a t  woman shou ld  n o t vo te  equal­
ly  w ith  men, b u t f o r  d i f f e r e n t  th in g s . I f  th in g s  should  work up 
to  a  D ic ta to r  o f  n a t io n a l  a f f a i r s ,  then  th e re  shou ld  be a  D ic ta -
t r i x  o f  p r iv a te  a f f a i r s ,  ibid fu rth e rm o re , he s a id ,  "We must n o t
4
have Labour in  power, any more than  C a p i ta l ."
1 . L e t te r  to  McLeod, A p ril 26 , p . 121 f ,
2 . L e t t e r s ,  p. 217.
3 . ib id .  p . 239.
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Lawrence b e liev e d  com plete ly  in  in d iv id u a l l i b e r t y .  He 
thought that man should  move acco rd in g  to  h is  own conscience 
th a t  any government which com pelled à  man to do th in g s  a g a in s t  
h is  conscience was a  cow ardly concern .
As in d iv id u a ls ,  mankind, I th in k , was thought o f  te n d e r ly  
and perhaps p i ty in g ly  by Lawrence, b u t en masse# hum anity was 
h a ted  by him. He w rote l a t e  in  1916 to  Lady A sq u ith , h a te
hum anity so much, I  can only  th in k  w ith  f r ie n d l in e s s  of th e  dead.
They a lo n e , now a t  l e a s t  a re  u p r l ^ t  and h o n o rab le . For the r e s t
2
p fu i! "
D uring the n ex t s ix  y e a r s ,  Lawrence’s p r in c ip a l  i n t e r e s t  was
in  try ing  to g e t  together a  group o f men and women that would
fo llow  him to some o th e r  cou n try  au%d, lea v in g  the  o ld  world b eh ind ,
c re a te  an e n t i r e ly  new order. As we have se e n , h is  e f fo r t s  in
form ing a  new w orld com plete ly  f a i l e d .  By 1922 he had decided
th a t  to r e tu rn  to England and ag a in  assume r e s p o n s ib i l i ty  f o r  her
w e lfa re  was h is d u ty . He w rote a  l e t t e r  to  R obert P . Barlow:
•A fte r  a l l ,  Laormina, C eylon, A fr ic a , America __ as f a r  as 
we go, they a re  on ly  th e  n eg a tio n  o f  what we o u rse lv e s  s ta n d  
f o r  and a r e :  and w e 're  rather l i k e  Jonahs runnung away from
the p lace  we belong. That i s  the co n c lu sio n  th a t  I s  fo ro ed  
on me. So I  am making up my mind to  r e tu r n  to  England d u rin g  
the course  o f the summer. I r e a l l y  th in k  th a t  the most l i v ­
ing  c lue  o f  l i f e  i s  in  us Englishmen in  E ngland, and the 
g re a t  mistake we make i s  in  n o t u n i t in g  to g e th e r  in  th e  s tro n g  
o f th i s  r e a l  l iv in g  clue__ . . .
But th i s  I  know: the r e s p o n s ib i l i ty  f o r  England, the l i v ­
in g  E ngland, r e s t s  on men l ik e  you and me and Cunard _  prob­
ab ly  even the B rince o f  Wales __ and to le av e  i t  a l l  to  Bottom- 
le y s ,  e t c .  i s  a  worse s in  than  any s ir. o f  com m ission.*3
1 . L e t te r  to  T.D.D. 1916 p . 362 f .
2 . S ep t. p . 369 f .
3 . L e t te r s  p . §48 f .
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S e r e r t î e ld s s ,  he could  n o t make up h ie  mind to  go hack , 
a lthough  he threatened to ,  and prom ised Murry th a t  soon he 
would* Re went to  C eylon, to  A u s tr a l ia ,  and to Kew Mexico a f t e r  
th i s  l e t t e r  to Barlow cUcd by Teh. o f 1£25 was j u s t  a s  f a r  away 
from h i s  c a p a b i l i ty  o f  going hack to  England as ev e r. He w rote 
to  M urry, "And a t  the loment I  can ’ t  come to England. Something 
in s id e  me simply doesn’ t  l e t  me, I  m is tru s t  my co u n try  too much 
to id e n t i f y  m yself w ith  i t  anymore. And I t  s t i l l  g iv es  me a c e r t ­
a in  d is g u s t .  But th is  may p a s s . I  f e e l  som ething must happen 
oefore I  can come b ack ,"^  That something in sid e  him at th i s  time 
very  p robab ly  had a  d e f in ite  r e la t io n  to h is  s p l i t  w ith Murry.
And we must remember th a t  Katherine M ansfield , f o r  whom Lawrence 
had the utmost re g a rd , had d ied  ju s t  about th ree  weeks b efo re  th is  
w r i t in g .
H atred  o f democracy and of a l l  England i s  given  treatment in
the n o v e ls , TTrsula says "I s h a l l  be g la d  to leave England. 
Everything i s  so meagre and p a l t r y ,  i t  i s  so u n s p ir i tu S l .  I h a te  
democracy.. . ,
Only the greedy and ug ly  people come to  the top  in  a  democracy 
.. .b e c a u s e  th e y ’re  the only people who w i l l  push themselves th e re . 
Only degenerate ra c e s  are d e m o c r a t i c . . . . I ’d f a r  r a th e r  have an 
a risto cra cy  o f b ir th  than o f money." Even though the people e l e c t
1 . Feb. 25 , 1923 to  Murry p . 570
the fcoverraaent, each i s  a  money i n t e r e s t .  • !  hate I t ,  th a t  aiyr- 
body i s  my equal who has the same amount of money aS I  have , I
know I  am b etter  than  a l l  o f them. I  h a te  them. They a re  no t 
\
eq u a ls .*
Those fe e l in g s  are t r u ly  L aerence's. Fe f e l t  the moneyed 
in te r e s t  more in  America though than  in  England. And he h a ted  
America, a f t e r  l iv in g  there f o r  a tim e , fo r  i t s  in d u s tr ia l is m  and 
com m ercialism . He w rote from Hew Mexico to  C a th erin e  C arsw ell,
2*America l iv e s  by a  s o r t  o f  e g o is t ic  w i l l ,  shove and be shoved."
The fo llo w in g  y ea r  he w rote to Knud M e rr ild , that the Kexicsyns 
were Americans in  th a t  they would rather p u l l  l i f e  down than l e t  
i t  grow u p .3
Aaron’s Rod con ta ins much o f la w ren o e 's  b itte r n e ss  toward 
humanity and co u n try , Jim B rie k n e ll  hates the B r i t i s h ,  h ates  
t h e i r  b e a s tly  v i r tu e  and b e lie v e s  that there i s  nobody more v ic io u s  
underneath.^ B irk in  in  Women in  lo v e  sa y s , " I  loathe m yself as a 
human b eing . Humanity i s  a huge aggregate l i e ,  and a huge l i e  
i s  l e s s  than  a  sm all t r u th .  Humanity i s  l e s s ,  f a r  le s s  than the 
in d iv id u a l ,  because the in d iv id u a l may sometimes be capable oi 
t r u th ,  and humanity i s  a tree  o f  l i e s . . . .  I  abhor humanity. I 
w ish i t  was swept away.
1 . The Rainbow, p . 434-5
2 . S ep i. S 9 , 1922, p . 5^2
3 . Ju n e ,2 7 , 1923, p . 57F
4 . Aaron’s Rod, p; 81
• —80*>
, . * I  much p r e f e r  to  think  of th e  la rk  r is in g  up in  the ^
morning upon a  hum anless w o rld , Man i s  a  m istake* he must go**
Lawrence was in  th a t  s p i r i t  when he w rote Women in  Love*
The same id e a  i s  ex p ressed  in  h is  l e t t e r s  o f that time* He wished
th a t  an earthquake would come and swallow everybody excep t a  few 
2
people ^  he being among the remaining few* of course*
B irk in  in  the novel c a r r i e s  on the idea* *I don't b e lie v e  
in  the humanity T pretend to be part of* I d on 't ca re  a straw  
f o r  the s o c ia l  ideas .i l i v e  by. I  hate the dying o rg an ic  form of
s o c ia l  mankind _  so i t  can ’ t  be anything cut trumpery * to work a t
3
ed u c a tio n ,*
Although Lawrence was a sc h o o l-te a c h e r*  he d id  no t b e lie v e  
in  the e x is te n t  system o f education
On E duca tion
U rsu la , in  The Rainbow, i s  made to carry m*ch of Lawrence’s
ex p e rien ces  in  schoolm astering and h is  d isap -o in tm en t with the
4
U n iv e rs i ty , U rsu la  su ffered  in te n s e ly  in  h e r  teach in g ; she wanted 
to  be moT& p e rso n a l , to  have the c h ild re n  love h e r .  Her e f f o r t s  
towards th is  c o n d itio n  d id  away w ith  a l l  id e a  o f  o rd e r  and d is e ip -  
l i n e ,
Lawrence taught a t  the  Davidson Hoad E lem entary School a t
Croydon, He was th e re  when h is  m o fie r d ie d . A fte r  her d e a th , he
rem ained an o th e r  y e a r  a t  Croydon, b u t a f t e r  a  second a t ta c k  o f
6
pneumonia he d ec id ed  to  le av e  sch o o lm aste rin g  f o r  good.
1 . Women in  Love p . 143. 4 . Murry, Op. C i t .  p . 89.
2 . L e t t e r  to  Mark G e r t le r  1918 p ,  323. 5. The Rainbow pp. 347 f f ,
3 . o f .  n o te  1 , ,  t h i s  page , 6 . ëggsw ell.O p. C i t .  p . § f
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We f in d  Lawrence’s own f e l l i n g  about th i s  i l l n e s s  In a l e t t e r  
to G a rn e tt . He s a id .  • !  f e e l  my l i f e  burn l ik e  a  f r e e  flam# f lo a t ­
in g  on o i l  __ w avering and le a p in g  and snapping . I s h a l l  be glad  
to  g e t  i t  confined and conducted ag a in .
The d o c to r says ^ must g o t go to  school ag a in  o r  I  s h a ll  be 
1
consum ptive,*
His tru e  h a tre d  o f  school comes out the fo llow in g  y e a r , a f t e r  
he has given  up te a c h in g , he wrote to  A.D.McLeod, who had e v id e n t­
ly  been a t  Davidson with him;
"When I  awoke t h i s  mornli%- . .  I  wondered what day i t  was. I  
took me ages to r e c o l l e c t  i t  was Monday, then bang-slap went 
my h e a r t  __ h a l f  past e ig h t  on Monday im rn lng  __ sch o o l.
You’ve no id e a  what a n lg h tm re  I t  i s  to me, now I  have esc ­
aped* "h
Again he w ro te :
*I s t i l l  dream I  must te ach  and t h a t ’ s the  w orst dream I 
ever have. How I  loathed and raged  w ith hate a g a in s t  i t ,  
and never knew."3
In  November o f  1512 he w rote to Ernest C e il in g s , "I w as, bu t
am no m ore, thank God_a schoolteaoher__I dreamed la s t  n igh t I  was
teaching again th a t’ s the o n ly  bad dream that ever a f f l i c t s  my
4
s tu rd y  co n sc ien ce .*
Ig  i s  p la in  to be seen  that th e  r e c o l le c t io n  o f  h is  p ast exp­
e r ie n c e s  were anything b u t p le a s a n t and th a t  they must have been th  
same as those ^ r s u la  s u f fe re d .
1 . L e t te r  Deo 17,1911 p . 16.
2 . L e t te r  S e p t. 2 ,1912 p . 57 f .
3 . L e t t e r s ,  no d a te  g iven  p . 62,
4 . L e t t e r s ,  p . 74,
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WoBien In  XoTe B irk in  a s k s , •Hadn’ t  th » y / ^ e c h i l d r e ^  
"be tter be aniam lB , sim ple  an im a ls , c ru d e , Tk l e n t ,  a n y th in g , 
r a th e r  than  t i l ls  s e lf - c o n s c io u s n e s s , t h i s  in c a p a c ity  to  be s ^ n -  
tan eo u s .*
I^w rence e la b o ra te d  upon th i s  id e a  in  g a n ta s l a . He s a id  th a t  
c h i ld re n  shot Id  be ta u #  t  th rough  g e s tu re s ,  to u ch , and f a c i a l  r e ­
p re s s io n , and n o t through th e o ry . % e  c h i ld  should  be t r e a te d  as 
a  l i t t l e  s o u l .  He thought th a t  schoo ls should  be c lo sed  and work­
shops s t a r t e d  f o r  c h i ld re n  above te n  y ea rs  o f  age. Then h e y  
could f in d  out f é f  them selves t h e i r  l ik e s  and d i s l ik e s  in  occup­
a t io n  and a  l if e -w o rk . He s a id  th a t  we have no r ig h t  to  I n je c t  
our id e as  in to  the c h i ld re n , Riey should  be allow ed to l i v e  dy- 
namloally__from tide Source, He goes on to Sfgr "But why every  Tom,
Dick and H arry  should  have the  why and w herefore o f  the  u n iv e rse
2
rammed in to  him . . .  I  don’ t  know,*
Of c o u rse , the on ly  s u b s t i tu te  th a t  he su g g es ts  i s  the  work­
shop. And he does no th in g  w ith  th e  c h i ld  under te n  y e a rs . His 
h a tre d  o f i n s t i t u t i o n  amd la c k  o f  cho ice  in  l i f e  comes ou t s tro n g ­
ly  a g a in s t  ed u ca tio n  as i t  does a g a in s t  government.
On R e lig io n
We can n o t, fo r  a  moment, b e l ie v e  th a t  law rence accep ted  
H e llg io n  and the  church as i n s t i t u t e d .  He d id  b e lie v e  in  a  God,
1 . Wom> n in  hove p . 44 f .
2 . l^ ^ t 'a s la  KpT 102 f f .
••S3—
He w rote to  lad y  A sq u ith ,
"For y o u rse lf*  you raàst le a r n  to b e lie v e  in  Sod. . . .  W e^ie  
E n g lish  j ^ o p ie / s h a l l  u n ite  in  our knowledge o f  God, n o t p e r­
haps in  ou r ex p ress io n  o f  God ^  but ih  our knowledge o f God: 
and we s h a l l  ag ree  th a t  we d o n 't  want to  l i v e  only  to  w ri te  
and make rich e s*  th a t  England does not ca re  on ly  to have to e  
g r e a te s t  ù ip i r e  or the g r e a t e s t  commerce, b u t that she does 
ca re  suprem ely fo r  the  t r u th  o f  God, which she w i l l  t r y
to  f u l f i l l .  i s  n o t W r wickedness th a t  k i l l s  u s . I t  i s  
our u n b e l ie f .*-
Wwrence could n o t a c c e p t toe Holy Ghost as hove. He s a id
that in  toe r e l a t io n  between F a th e r  and Son, th e re  could  be no
love u n less toeÿêweie d iffe r e n t  b e in g s . And i f  th ey  were d iv in e ly
d i f f e r e n t ,  they  would then be d iv in e o p p o siÿ es. This would make
fo r  etern a l o p p o sitio n , whereas the  e x p re s s io n , lo v e , shows etern a l
a t t r a c t i o n .  " In  h is  purest moments, C hrist knew th a t  the Holy
2
S p i r i t  was bo th  love and h a te  _  n o t one o n ly ,"
h i l l y  s a y s , " I f  I  b e lie v e  In  an Almighty God, I am w ill in g  to
s a c r i f i c e  fo r  Him. That i s .  I 'm  w il l in g  to y ie ld  my own p e rso n a l
in t e r e s t  to  the b ig  e r  c r e a t iv e  in te r e s t .  But i t ' s  obvious Almight:
3 ^
God i s n ' t  mere Ic v e ."
la w re n c e 's  d o c tr in e  came o u t in  P aul Morel as w e ll:
"R e lig io n  was fad ing in to  the  background. He had sh o v e lled  
away a tll th e  b e l ie f s  th a t  would hamper him , had c le a re d  to e  
ground, and come more o r  l e s s  to  th e  bedrock o f  b e l i e f  that 
one shot Id  f e e l  in s id e  o n e s e lf  f o r  r ig h t  and wrong, and shou ld  
have the p atien ce  to  g ra d u a lly  r e a l i s e  o n e 's  God."4
lyd ial& ensky  a ls o  had some undefined  b e l i e f s .  She worshipped God
as  a  m ystery .
1 . b e t t e r  la d y  A sq u ith , Kay 14 , 1915. p . 231 f .
2 .  l e t t e r  to Eleanor F arj eon , O ct. 1915. p . 264 f ,
3 . A aron 's %)d p . 82.
4 . Sons and lo v e rs  p . 316.
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•And in s id e  h e r ,  the e u b tle  #enee of the Great A bsolute 
w herein  she had her being  was very  s tro n g . . . .  % rough i t  
a l l  she f e l t  the great S e p a ra to r  who held  l i f e  in  His hands, 
gleam ing, imminent, t e r r ib le ,  the Great % s te r y ,  immediate 
beyond a l l  t e l l in g ." !
The g i r l  B rsu la  was concerned about C h r is t ia n ity .
" ’S e l l  th a t  thou h a s t ,  and g ive  to  the  poor*. One could n o t 
do i t  i n  r e a l  l i f e .  How d rea ry  acid h o p e le ss  i t  made h e r !
«o r could  one tu rn  the o th e r  cheek. There was som ething
unclean and degrading abou t th is  humble s id e  o f  C h r i s t i a n i ty ,"  
And y e t;  "The passion  rose in  her f o r  C h rist, fo r  the gatherin  
under the wings o f  s e c u r i ty  and w arm th."2
I th in k  th a t  th e  c a th e d ra l  had Q uite  an a t t r a c t i n  f o r  Lawrence 
He in tro d u ced  i t  in  a t l e a s t  fo u r  of th e se  s ix  n o v e ls . H ith e r  
th e  characters sim ply go th e re  to  adm ire th e  e d if ic e ,  o r e ls e  
they  a re  in  Church, as in  toe case  o f  W ill brangwen in  th e  HaiW- 
bow. In  a l l  o f  these in s ta n c e s ,  we f e e l  h a t  Lawrence i s  mar­
v e l l in g  a t  the r i tu a l  and th e  beauty o f  to e  b u i ld in g s ,  prob­
ab ly  obviously  as a r t i s t r y ,  b u t s u b tly  as something deeper, 
m y stica l.
At th e  beginning of Lawrence’s t h i r t i e t h  y e a r ,  he w rote to  
Lady A squith ;
" I  w«uit to  b eg in  a l l  over again . A ll th e se  '^ethsemane, 
C alvary  and S epulchre s ta g e s  m ust be over now: th e re  must be
a  r e s u r r e c t io n  -  r e s u r r e c t io n :  a  r e s u r r e c t io n  w ith  sound
hands and f e e t  and a whole body and a new s o u l;  a  resurr­
e c t io n . I t  is  f in ish e d  and ended, and p u t Sway, and fo rg o t­
te n , and t r a n s la te d  to  a  new b i r t h ,  th is  l i f e ,  h e s e  t h i r t y  
y e a rs .  There must be a new heaven and a  new e a r th ,  gcd a  
new h eart and s *  1: a l l  new: a pure re su rre c tfo  n ."  3
D uring the  war Lawrence expressed  h i s  a t t i t u d e  tow ards r e l i g -
h  n and l i f e  to Lady N o re ll . He wrote:
1 . The Rainbow p . 94.
2 . I b id .  p. Èë9.
3 . L etter  Bov. 28 , 1915. p . 282.
• îh e  oiîly  th in e  now to  he done i s  e i t h e r  to go down w ith  ttae 
s h ip ,  s in k  w ith  the  s h ip ,  o r ,  as much as one can , leav e  mi# 
s h ip ,  and l ik e  a castaw ay l iv e  a  l i f e  a p a r t .  M  f o r  me, I  
do n o t belong to the s h ip ;  I  w i l l  n o t ,  i f  I  can h e lp  i t ,  
s in k  w ith i t .  . . .  M  f a r  a# I  p o ss ib ly  ean , I  w i l l  s ta n d  
o u ts id e  t la  tim e. I  w i l l  l iv e  my l i f e  and , i f  p o s s ib le ,  
be happy, though th e  whole w orld s l id e s  in  h o r ro r  down in to  
the b o ttom less p i t .  There i s  a greater t r u th  than the t r u th  
of the p re s e n t ,  th e re  i s  a God beyond these gods o f today , 
l e t  them f ig h t  and f a l l  round th©4r id o ls ,  my fellow -m en: 
i t  is  t h e i r  a f f a i r ,  As f o r  me, as fiar as  I  can , I  w i l l  save 
m y se lf , f o r  I  b e lie v e  that th e  h ig h est v ir tu e  i s  to be happy, 
l iv in g  in  the g r e a te s t  t r u th ,  not su b m ittin g  to  the f a l s e ­
hood of these personal t im e s .*1
Lawrence f e l t  stro n g ly  th a t  on e's own In te g r ity  was the
supreme aim in  l i f e ,  H@ wrfite to  K rs . C arsw ells
fC h r is tia n ity  i s  based on the love o f s e l f ,  the love of
p ro p e r ty , one degree removed. Why shou ld  I  c a re  fo r  my 
neighbour's p ro p e r ty , o r my neighbour's l i f e ,  i f  I  do n o t 
c a re  f o r  my own? P ro p e rty ,a n d  power which i s  the saae^
is  n o t the c r ite r io n . %he c r ite r io n  i s  the t r u th  o f  my own 
i n t r i n s i c  d e s ir e , c le a r  o f u lte r io r  c o n tam in a tio n .*2
J u s t  a week la te r  he ag a in  w rote to  h e r ,
• I  want people to  be more C hristian  r a th e r  than l e s s :  on ly
f o r  d iffe r e n t  r e a s é n s , C h r i s t ia n i ty  i s  based on r e a c t io n ,  
on negation  r e a l l y .  I t  sa y s , 'Renounce a l l  w orld ly  d e s i r e s ,  
and l iv e  f o r  h e a v e h ,'  Whereas i  think people ought to f u l ­
f i l l  s a c re d ly  th e ir  d e s i r e s .  And th is  means f u l f i l l i n g  the 
deepest d e s i r e ,  which i s  a  d e s ire  to  l i v e  unhampered by Q iiags 
which a re  e x tra n e o u s ,a  d esire  f o r  pure r e la t io n s h ip #  a®d 
l iv in g  t r u t h .  . . .
But I  count C h r is t ia n ity  as one o f th e  g r e a t  h i s t o r i c a l  fa c ­
t o r s ,  the h as -b e en , ®hat i s  why I am not a c o n sc ie n tio u s  
ob jector;  ̂ am n o t a C h ristian , C h r is t ia n i ty  i s  in s u f f ic ­
i e n t  in  me, % e great C hristian  ten e t muet be su rp a sse d ,
th e re  must be something new# n eith er  the w ar, nor th e  tu rn in g  
the  o th e r  cheek .
What we want i s  the f u l f i l lm e n t  o f  our d e s i r e s ,  ,  down to  th_ 
d eep est and most s p i r i t u a l  d e s i r e .  . . .  And I  s h a l l  f in d  my 
deepest d esire  to be a  w ish f o r  p u re , unaw lulterated r e l a t io n ­
sh ip  w ith  th e  u n iv e rs e , f o r  t r u th  in  b e in g . . . .
1 . L e t t e r  Web, 7 , 1916. p . 321.
2 . L e t t e r  J u ly  9 ,1916 . pp . 359 f f
3 .
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I t  Is  th is  e s ta b l i s h in g  of pwre r e la t io n s h ip s  which mak#s 
heaven, w herein weÿ&re In m o rta l, l ik e  the a n g e ls , and m o rta l , 
l ik e  men, b o th . And-the way to io m o rta lity  i s  in  the f u l ­
f i l lm e n t  o f  d e s ire .* ^
lawrenoewe know, from h ie  own sym bol, the phoen ix , b e lie v e d  
in  In m o r ta ll ty . In The Rainbow he says in  h ie  own r ig h t , *AlaJi, 
th a t  a  r i s e n  C h r is t  has no p lace  w ith  u s i  A ls^ , th a t  the memory o f
the p a ss io n  o f Sorrow and ^ e a th  and the Grave h o ld s  triumph ever
2
th e  p a le  f a c t  o f  R e su rre c tio n .*
To Katherine M ansfield , upon ^he event o f  the d ea th  of her
b ro th e r  in  1915, he wrote t e l l i n g  h e r  n o t to  be sad  because * fo r
us th e re  i s  a r i s i n g  from th e  g ra v e , there i s  a  r e s u r r e c t io n ,  and
a clean  l i f e  to  begin from the  s t a r t ,  new, and happy. D on 't be
3
a f r a id ,  don’ t  doubt i t ,  i t  i s  s o ."
Upon C a th e r in e ’s d ea th  in  1923, he w rote to Murry saying
th a t  perhaps d ea th  was th e  on ly  th in g  fo r  h e r  a f t e r  a l l .  And they
can a l l  keep f a i t h  because d ea th  on ly  s t r e n g t ie n s  f a ith  between
those who have i t .  He sa id , *Sie dead don’ t  d ie .  They look on 
4
and h elp .*
On C h ild ren
We have seen , in  a general way, haw rence’s a ttitu d e  toward l&e 
i n s t i t u t i o n  o f m arriage and th a t  toward c h i ld re n . He b eliev ed  in  
m arriage and nowhere does he say  an y th in g  a g a in s t  c h i ld re n . He 
does s tre ss t& h e  f a c t  that mothers a re  f u l f i l l e d  when |h e y  b ea r
1 . L e t te r  J u ly  1 6 , 1916. p . 364 f .
2 . yhe Rainbow p . 264,
3 . L e t te r  # ec . 1915 p . 300.
4 . L e t te r  ^eb . 2 , 1923 p . 568 f .
-8 7 -
c h ild e k à  and th a t  the  husband i s  p a r t ia l ly  l e f t  o u t, % is  was 
shown In  the f i r s t  two newels stud& ed. Joseph Warren Beach says 
th a t  "A g re a t  cause o f sex u a l c o n f l i c t  j in  the n o v e ^ l l e s  in  # is  
f a o t  that the woman is  f u l f i l l e d  through c h i ld -b e a r in g , w hile  the
1
man continues to crave an in te n se  f u l f i l lm e n t  through the woman.* 
This id e a  emerges most Strongly in  the case  o f  Anna, and W ill 
Brangwen in  The Rainbow.
In Aaron * s Rod h i l l *  says that
*There*s something wrong w ith  marriage a l to g e th e r ,  . . .  Two 
p eop le , one egoism , ^anny wants c h ild re n  badly. I
don’ t .  I  th in k  o f Uiem as a burden. B esid es , there
y e  such m illio n s  and b i l l i o n s  o f c h i ld re n  in  the w orld,
W d we know w ell enough what s o r t  o f m illio n s  and b i l l io n #  
of people th e y t l l  grow up in to ,  . . .  Ih en  a woman has g o t 
c h i ld re n , sh f  to Inks the world wags only  fo r  thei and h e r .  , . ,  
And m yself I  m s ic k  o f  the p h ild rè n  s tu n t. C hild ren  a re  a l l  
r ig h t , so long as you ju s t  tak e  them for what they a re ; . . .  
But 1*11 be hanged i f  I  can see  anything high and ho ly  about 
c h i ld r e n ,*2
One f e e l s  th a t  th i s  ^ is  p re tty  much law ren ee’s honest o p in io n .
He had no c h i ld re n . C r i t i c s  conjecture as to the re a so n . Beach
would l ik e  to  khow whether t-awrence’s impotence was a  p h y s ic a l
3
o r a se n tim e n ta l one. Marry rem ains h o p e le s s ly  obscure on th a t  
p o in t .  Murry does s ta te  that Bawrence was n t  a  ^ s l c a l l y  p a ss io n -  
a te  man; f a r  l e s s  p assionate than  the ord inary  man almost a sex ­
u a l weakli%%, and that the  c h i ld le s s  lawremoe would l ik e  to  have
convinced h im se lf  th a t  i t  was due to  h is  p e r fe c te d  manhood th a t  he
4
had no c h i ld re n .
1 . Op. C i t .  p . 378,
2 . A aron 's  Rod p . 105.
3 . ft'each p . 366.
4 . M urry, Op. C i t .  p . 52,
Louie ü n te ra e y e r  a s n e r ts  th a t  the pathos o f  B, H. Lawrenoe
1
was the trag ed y  o f * immanence a t  war w ith  im potence".
Lawrence w rote to Murry in  O ctober o f 1924 th a t  perhaps
Murry would fin d  fu lf i l lm e n t  in  a baby. He w rote , "M yself, <1 am
s o t  fo r  postponing  the n ex t generation _  and so ad in f in itu rn .
F r ie d a  says every  woman hopes h e r  BABY w il l  become the M essiah.
I t  takes a man, n ét a baby. I ’m a f r a id  t h e r e ' l l  be no more Son
2
S av io u rs , One was a lm ost too much, in  my o p in io n ."
Thus we seem to  have n o th in g  r e a lly  d e f in i t e  a s  to h is  tru e  
id ea  o f ch ü -d ren . Re g ives d ir e c t io n s  for th e ir  tra in in g  in  
f a n ta s i a  , but i s  not concerned with them as ch ildren  nearly ae 
much as what t h e i r  childhood t r a in in g  w il l  do f o r  tWm a f t e r  they 
have reached  m aturity.
1 . "B .H .Lawrence", Hew R epublic Aug. 1920 p . 314 f .
2 . L e t t e r s ,  p . 623.
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XI. COBCimsiOR
î^ie n a tu re  o f  the  c o r r e la t io n s  between th e  ex p erien ces o f 
B. H. Lawrence and th e  ex p erien ces in  h is  novels has been a  m a tte r  
o f  r e la t io n s h ip s jr e la t io n s h ip B  between Lawrence and the r e s t  o f  
th e  u n iv e rse . There i s ,  in  the n o v e ls , a  development o f ides^  
and ex p erien ces in  the  same o rd e r  as they  o ccu rred  in  h is  l i f e  
most s tro n g ly  bm id e a s  and most f r e q u e n tly  as e x p e rien ce s .
Although he never l o s t  s ig h t  o f the mofla e r - f ix a tiso n , which 
he h im se lf  p o sse sse d , i t  l o s t  much o f i t s  im portance to  him person­
a l ly  w ith in  a  few y e a rs  a f t e r  h ie  m o th e r 's  d e a th . He recogn ised  
the ex p e rie n ce , when he saw i t  in  o th e r  men, as one of im portance. 
The m o th e r-ch ild  r e la t io n s h ip  was co n s id ered  in  F a n ta s ia : b u t to 
Lawrence, a t  th a t  tim e, i t  was a  p a s t  exper ie n c e .
With The Rainbow comes the s to ry  o f Law rence's love c o n f l i c t s  
and h is  s tru g g le  a g a in s t  sex u al f a i l u r e .  Women in  love i s  a con­
t in u a t io n  o f  th e  Kan-Woman r e la t io n s h ip  and co n s id e rs  as w ell the 
id e a  which began to  p lay  an im p o rtan t p a r t  in  hW  th in k in g  about 
1S15, t l ia t  o f  form ing a  community in  which a  con g en ia l group 
cou ld  l iv e  acco rd ing  to i t s  own laws and r e g u la t io n s .  Although 
the d e s ire  to l iv e  in  a group rem ained w ith  him alw ays. I t  was 
most predom inant in  h is  ü iought a t  th a t  tim e. S c a rce ly  a l e t t e r  
from h is  pen during  thie y e a rs  1915 and 1916 does n o t co n ta in  eomm 
re fe re n c e  to  h ie  colony scheme.
The f i r e t  l e t t e r  to Murry,In the c o l le c te d  volume, d a te s  the 
y e a r  1913. That was two years before the p u b lic a t io n  o f the f i r s t  
of th e se  n o v e ls . The re la tio n sh ip  between the two men seems to 
cause an elab oration  o f the fr ien d sh ip  id e a l  as i t  p ro g re ssed . We 
h av e , in  Sons and L overs, the  re la tio n sh ip  between Paul Morel and 
B ax ter Dawes, and in  The Rainbow, we have m ention of a David to  
Jonathan fr ien d sh ip . Women in  love . how ever, p u b lish ed  in  19ÏC 
c o n s id e rs  more s e r io s ly  the man-man f^ in d s h ip  and h is  two f o l ­
low ing n o v e ls , Aaron*8 Rod and Kangaroo. were concerned with the 
dependence of one man upon another. The p la y , D avid. which came 
o u t in  1926, o f  c o u rse , was ag a in  concerned w ith the c la s s i c  f r ie n d ­
s h ip .
The novels that are most autobiographical in  p h y s ic a l exper­
ien ce  are Sons and le v e r s . which takes up the s to ry  o f h is  eat$y  
manhood, and Kanaaroo. the accoun t of h is  and F ried a 's  ex p erien ces 
d u rin g  the World *ar. The o th e r  four novels are concerned rather  
w ith m ental and s p i r i t u a l  ex p e rien c e s .
The Plumed S crpon t i s  the on ly  one of the s ix  novels in  which 
Lawrence does n o t apiear as a character. We see  h i s  own id e a s  and 
f e e l in g s  in  bo th  Don O ipriano and Don Ramon; we cannot, however, 
p o in t  to e ith e r  of them as a  p re s e n ta t io n  o f Law rence's own exper­
ie n c e s . Law rence's d e s ire  to le a d  showed i t s e l f  in  a l l  o f theme 
n o v e ls . In  the f i r s t  th re e  novels considered i t  $4" i s  in the attam pr
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to  g a in  Bsusteiy over the woman. In  Aaron*a Hod and Kangaroo i t  
i s  the  w ish to have as  h i s  fo llo w e r a man o r  group of men. Ih#  
d e s ire  I s  f u l f i l l e d  in  Plumed Serpent when men a re  w orsh ip j^d
as gods, F or th a t  re a so n , i t  seems s ig n if ic a n t  to  me th a t  Lawrence 
d id  not e n te r  that novel as  a  c h a ra o te r .  f e  have seen  a l e t t e r  
in  which he s ta te d  that i t  was vain  to try  to  le a d . Se see the 
f u lf i lm e n t  o f one o f h is  g r e a te s t  d esires  in  the  n o v e l, h u t m t  
In  h is  own p ro je c te d  c h a ra c te r  any more than i n  h ie  own l i f e .
In  o rd e r to keep h is  own in te g r ity ,  o f which one i s  keenly aware 
w hile  s tu d y in g  h i s  w orks, he cou ld  n o t in  honesty p lace him self 
in  the p o s i t io n  o f  Don &amon o f  the n o v e l,
Every im p o rtan t r e la t io n s h ip  in  h is  l i f e ,  4swrence has p o r t ­
rayed  in  the n o v e ls . The th re e  most im portan t to him were the 
m o th e r-ch ild  r e la t io n s h ip  which concerned him personally  meet 
g r e a t ly  when he w rite  Sons and L overs; the man-man r e la t io n sh ip ,  
and the  group r e l a t io n s h ip ,  b o th  o f which la s te d  with periods o f 
in c re a s in g  and d ec re a s in g  importance in  th e i r  p la ce  in  h is  thought, 
u n t i l  h id  death. The group id e a ,  w ith  which he was possessed  
f o r  a number o f  years, has the  l e a s t  con sid eration  in  the n o v e ls . 
That h is  d e s ire  o f l iv in g  in  a  s e le c t  s o c ie ty  was never f u l f i l l e d  
to h is  s a t is fa c t io n  g ives us a p o ss ib le  explanation for h is  n o t 
w r i t in g  in  d e t a i l  about i t  as h is  own ex p e rien ce . Had he detached  
h im se lf , as he d id  in TBfTFlumed S erpen t . perhaps he could  have 
w r i t te n  a  novel g iv in g  h is  own Idea o f an U to p ia . The man-woraan
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r e la t io n s h ip  concerned him du ring  h is  e a r ly  y ea rs  w ith  F re id a  ^  
ttie p e rio d  in  which he w rote h i s  two love n o v e ls . This Idea  was 
alm ost com pletely  e c lip s e d  in  l a t e r  y ea rs  by the man-man .and 
le a d e r - fo llo w e r  r e la t io n s h ip .
D* H. Lawrence d ied  a t  Vence. I ta ly *  on March 2 , 1930.
%he grave i s  nam eless, b u t h i s  sym bol, the phoenix , i s  reproduce®  
in  nmsalo on the h ead s to n e . î h i s  mosaic was made o f lo c a l  s to n e s  
by a p ea san t who loved him.
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